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INTRODUCTION
Mbert Pike’s The Book of the T,odde was published in 1872,
in a limited edition. It has been our finding that, outside of
the vaults of the Supreme Councils for the Southern and
Northern Jurisdictions of the United States, and several
Grand Lodge libraries, this document is not to be found. Of
the “Secret Work,” no complete copies appear to exist outside
of the Supreme Councils.
As Brother Pike noted (p 14, Book of the Lodge) “This Ritual
is intended for instruction only, in the States of the
Southern Jurisdiction, where there are no Lodges working
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; to be studied and
understood before investiture with the fourth degree. For,
without it, the system of that Rite is incomplete, and even
like a fabric without foundation.”
It may be correctly assumed that Pike had intended this
Ritual of the first three degrees of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, as a supplement to the
“American Rite” Degrees 1 through 3, and not a replacement
for it. This to provide that “post—graduate” instruction so
necessary to allow an effective transition from the one Rite
to the other.
Due to a prevailing provincial mentality that exists among
the hierarchy of Freemasonry today, the fear that Pike’s
Ritual would supplant the existing American Rite Degrees, has
effectively buried this important document in the hope that
its implied “threat” would somehow disappear.
But such is
not to be the case.
It is with great pleasure that we, who are student’s of
Albert Pike’s philosophy, and of the Ancient Mysteries in
general, publish Albert Pike’s The Book of the Lodge
The Secret Work, as provided here, to these three degrees
has been faithfully reconstructed from fragments of the
original document, plus esoteria from French, Spanish, and
Latin American manuscripts that existed from 1830 through
1880. In determining the nature of the esoteria and how
best to apply it, we adopted methodologies used by Albert
Pike in his Degrees 4—32.
It is our contention that this
Secret Work is true to the intent of Pike’s Ritual, and that
any variances
(unless
otherwise
noted)
are
purely
unintentionaL
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DEGREE 1
APPRENTICE

0.1.
[p 38]
There must also be a third room, styled the “Chamber of Reflection”.
It
should be a story below the lodge room; and, if possible, underground, with
no vindov. The floor must, in any case, be of earth. On the walls should
be brief sentences of morality, and maxims of austere philosophy, written
as if with charcoal. Among them must be these:

0.2.
[p 38]
Over the door of the vault is a transparency in the shape of the top of a
coffin painted in black, on which the following words, made to appear
luminous with a blood-red light, at the proper time, by means of a lamp,
introduced from the outside, through a small wicket.
Over the pile of bones is written:

“The vile remains of a perjured traitor!”
Over the skeleton:

“Death, avenger of perjury and treason!”
On the coffin, over the breast of the supposed corpse:

“An Apprentice faithless and erased!”
The door should have a large, heavy iron lock, like that of a dungeon, with
a huge bolt.
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In the center of the room is placed a small wooden table.
Next to it, a
rock or mound of earth, which is the only seat.
On the table are placed a
single light, set in a human skull, a small bell, a small loaf or roll of
bread, a basin of water, containers of salt, sulphur and mercury; and
paper, pens and ink.
On the floor near the table is a coffin (with only the head of the corpse
showing).
In one corner stands a skeleton, complete, holding in one hand
an arrow, in the other a dagger.
In another corner a skull and other human
bones lie in a confused head on the ground.

0.3.

[p 49]
SW:
Brothers Senior and Junior Deacons [or Expert
and Assistant Expert], you will determine if all present are
Masons.

(1 rap)

Brethren, to order as Masons.
0.4.

[p 50]
VM:

Brother Senior Warden, are you a Mason?

SW:

My brothers recognize me as such.

VM;

Who is a Mason?

SW:

A free man of good morals, equally a friend of

the poor and the rich, who is virtuous.
VM:

What have you come here to do?

SW:

To learn to overcome my passions, to subdue my

will, and to make new progress in Masonry.
VM:

What are the fundamental precepts of a Mason?

SW:

Fraternal love, relief, and truth.

VM:

What is Freemasonry?

SW:
A fraternal system of morals, illustrated by
symbols, in association with honest brothers, who seek the
perfection of human morals.
—6—
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VM:

What is the work of a Mason?

SW:
virtue.

To

VM:

How should I recognize you to be a Mason?

SW:

By my signs, a word, and the grip.

VM:

What brings you here?

SW:

My obligation.

VM:

What do you bring here with you?

SW:

Love for my brethren and zeal for the interests

dig pits for vice arid to raise temples to

of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
0.5.
[p 501
The Venerable Master raps two times and all officers stand.

0.6.
[p 521
The Venerable Master rises and approaches the Senior Deacon [Expert]. 10th
make the sign of the degree and then clasp right hands.
The Master
whispers the Sacred Word of an Apprentice to the Senior Deacon [Expert].
They then step back.

VM:
Brother Senior Deacon [Expert], carry the Sacred
Word of the First Degree to the Senior Warden.
The Senior Deacon [Expert] approaches the Senior Warden’s station, who
rises and receives the word in the same way.
The Senior Warden in turn
gives the word to the Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] and orders hi. to
carry it to the Junior Warden.
The Deacons [Experts] return to their
stat ions.
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0.7.
[p 54]
The Junior Warden raps three times, followed by the Senior Warden, who raps
three times, followed by the Venerable Master, who raps three times.

VM:
My brethren, let us return thanks to the Grand
Architect of the Universe for the many blessings with which
He has surrounded us, and implore His aid to enable us to
perform our duties.
PRE:
Sovereign Author of the Universe, we pay you
the sincere homage of our fervent gratitude for all the
blessings which your infinite goodness has bestowed upon
us. We implore you to purify our hearts by the sacred fire
of your love, and to guide and direct us in the ways of
virtue. Let peace and charity form the chain of our union.
Cause us in this lodge faintly to imitate the state and
condition of your elect in Your holy and spiritual kingdom.
Enable us in all things to discern and adopt the good and
reject the evil.
Let us not be deceived by pretended zeal
and devotion, nor deceive ourselves as to our weakness and
errors. Aid us in advancing the purposes and attaining the
objects of the true and genuine Masonry, and thus enable us
to serve our fellows and assist in carrying forward your
great designs. Amen.
ALL:

So mote it be.

VM:

With me, my brethren.

All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3).
followed by the Sign three times, each time saying:

ALL:

Huzza!
0.8.

[p 581
VM:

(3 raps)

To order, my brethren.

All stand under the Sign of Order for the degree.

VM:

From whence come you?

—8—
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MC:

A visitor,

from the

Lodge

of

Saint John

of

Scotland [or, the Holy Saints John].
The Master of Ceremonies gives the name and lodge of the visitor(s).

[The French Ritual adds the following:]
VM:

What do you bring with you to this place?

MC:
Obedience
to the
Venerable
Master,
gladness, health and welfare to all my brethren.
VM:

love,

What it done in the Lodge of Saint John?

MC:
Wreaths are twined and temples are erected for
virtues.
While dungeons are carved out and chains
fashioned for vice.
VM:

What have you come here to do?

MC:

Conquer my passions, subdue my desires, and

make further progress in Masonry.
0.9.
[p 64]
The Deacon [Expert] meets with the candidate in the retired room,
lie
relieves the brother in waiting and proceeds to prepare the candidate by
blindfolding him, saying:

JD:
Mister (A.B.1, I cover your eyes with this
blindfold, not to prevent your observing your surroundings,
but to shut out any distractions which might occur along
this short journey.
It is my duty to conduct you to a room known
as the Chamber of Reflection, where, in silence and solitude,
you will have opportunity to meditate in silence.
As they descend, there
squealing of rats.

should be the mound of dripping

water and the

The Deacon [Experti conducts the candidate to a seat in the Chamber of
Reflection. The Deacon [Ixporti withdraws silently, and a brother (as the
Preparer) enters.
lie is clothed in a long black domino, with a broadbrimmed slouched hat, and his ftc. covered by a mask of black silk, with a
sword by his side. The Preparer says:
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0.10.

[p 651
The Preparer exits, closes the door, and knocks 3 times.

0.11.

[p 661
After a minute. or so, the sound of chains will be rattled without, and
cries, groans and moans will be heard, followed by a great crash.
There
are cries, as of pain and terror, and then dead silence.
Then light
legible.

will

be

introduced,

making the

writing on the

transparency

0.12.
[p 701
The Deacon [Expert] prepares the candidate by divesting him of all metal,
giving him a garment to wear; right foot, knee, arm, and breast bare;
blindfolded with a rope (cabletow) three times around his neck.

0.13.

[p 70]
The Pursuivant or Junior Deacon places the point of his sword against the
naked breast of the candidate.

PUR:
Who is this audacious one who attempts to force
entry into the temple?
SD:
Calm yourself, my brother. Mister {A.B,1 has no
intention of penetrating, in spite of you, into this sacred
enclosure. The man who comes and knocks is a candidate
desiring to receive light, and who humbly entreats of our
venerable lodge.
PUR:

Is he a free man and of good repute?

SD:

He is.

PUR:

Is he properly prepared?
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SD:

He is.

The Pursuivant or Junior Deacon closes the door, turns and reports:

0.14.
[p 72]
The Pursuivant or Junior Deacon opens the door, and says:

PtJR:

Enter.

The Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to a point between the two columns
(about five feet inside the lodge room) and stops.
He is met by the
“Terrible Drother” (one who has been selected to act as such from among the
brethren). The Terrible Brother places the point of the sword on the naked
breast.

TB:

Mister {A.B.}, what do you feel?

CAN:

(PROMPTED)

The point of a weapon.

TB:
Mister {A.B.}, the steel, whose point you feel, is
a symbol of the remorse which will tear at your heart if
disgraced, at some future date, by your becoming a traitor
against this august society, which has received you into our
bosom, because you are a man of honor.
The sword in removed.

TB:

What do you see?

CAN:

Nothing.

TB:
The blindfold that covers your eyes is a symbol
of the blindness in which man finds himself, when dominated
by the
passions
and
submerged
in ignorance
and
superstition.
VM:

Mister (A.B.}, what is your opinion of Masonry?

CAN:

(ANSWER)

VM:

Is it your intention to become a Mason?

CAN:

It is

.—.~

I—

SECRET WORK

I

THE BOOK OF THE LODGE

VM:
Is it of your own free will, without
compulsion or persuasion, that you present yourself?

any

0.15.
[p 76)
Just inside the door, a large wooden frame stands, in which the empty space
is filled by a paper screen.
The whole being supported by brothers on
each side.

BRi:

What shall we do with the profane?

BR2:

Shut him up in the cavern!

Two brethren seize the candidate and throw him through the paper screen
into the arms of two other brethren who stand ready to receive him.
The
outer door, previously left open, is shut with great noise.

BR3:

The incubation is complete!

BR4:

It is time.

Make the profane come forth from

the mystic chaos in which he exists!
The candidate is assisted up and conducted to the Senior Wardens station.

0.16. [0.14.]
[p 94]
The Venerable ilaster raps 3 times and all brethren stand.
The Senior Warden proceeds to the altar and places in the hands of the
candidate a cup without a handle and divided into two parts.
In one part
is water sweetened ,dth honey. In the other water made bitter with gentian
or some other harmless herb or drug; or there may be two cups precisely
alike in shape.

SW:
Mister {A.B.), you will repeat the words which I
am about to say, exactW.
SW’
CAN:
I, {A.B.1, in the presence of the Great Architect
of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincereW promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets and mysteries which may
hereafter be entrusted to me, forever hereafter, in respect
to all the tests, whether my initiation be completed or remain
—12—
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incomplete, to any person in the world, who shall not be
entitled at the time to receive them.
I furthermore promise and swear that I will
battle to control unrestrained passions, in myself as in
others; and that I will practice the virtues of kindness,
generosity and beneficence, especially with my brethren;
giving advise and counsel when requested, and providing for
their necessities when in need.
To all of which I most solemnly and sincerely
promise on my honor of silence.
A Deacon (expert]

places the candidate’s right hand over his heart, while
the candidate takes a drink of the sweetened water.
The Senior Warden
takes the cup. and the following is said:

SW:
Mister {A.B.1, you will continue to repeat the
words after me.
SW!
CAN:
And, if I should ever violate my obligation, I
consent to this which the sweetness of this beverage
changes itself to bitterness, and to this which its beneficial
effect becomes for me that of a subtle poison.
The Senior Warden returns the cup (bitter side to the candidate, or a
second cup with bitter water) to the candidate. The candidate’s right hand
still over his heart, when he is told to take a drink from the cup.

SW:
Mister {A.B.}, your expression changes.
Is the
sweet already become bitter? Perhaps your conscience belies
your words?
The Senior Warden then takes the cup and places it on the altar.

LITURGY A.
[p 96, Liturgy p 59]
VM:
From the earliest times, the initiate Into the
Mysteries was subjected to physical trials if his courage and
endurance. Pythagoras imposed on his disciples five years
of silence.
Wherever the Mysteries were practiced, and
under whatever name, the good faith, devotion and manhood
of the candidate were tested, and complete assurance of them
had, before he was irradiated by the light of truth.
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In the middle ages, when the church of Rome,
sitting on the ruins of the fallen empire, reigned supreme
over consciences, Masonry, claiming as its patron Saint John
the Evangelist, needed to require similar tests and trials.
Like the early Christian mysteries, it was a
discipline.”
For, during whole centuries, a word, the least
indiscretion, a gesture, was a death warrant. The miter and
crown were then in league together against man.
The Inquisition classed Masons with Jews and
heretics, and dealt with them by the tender mercies of
torture. To be a Mason then, was to expose one’s self to the
same dangers as surrounded the Christian under Nero and
Domitian.
The existence of the entire Masonic body was
involved in every initiation.
Masonry comes more directly from the mysteries
of the sun, and those of Mithra, in Persia.
There the
aspirant commenced by easy tests, and arrived by degrees
at those that were most cruel, in which his life was often
endangered.
No one can be initiated, says Suidas, until
after he has proven, by the most terrible trials, that he
possesses a manly soul, exempt from the sway of every
passlon.
Masonry has softened, but has not chosen to
dispense with, the ancient tests; for it is not in free
countries only that she exists; nor is it in them that she
plays the most important part.
Neither, even in these, is
there any guarantee of the eternity of freedom, or that the
powers of government may not be usurped by those to which
masonry might become dangerous, and would be hostile,
unless false to its mission.
0.17.
[p 97]
VM:
Terrible Brother,
upon the stone of reflection.

you will seat

the candidate

The candidate is conducted to the east where the Rough Ashlar is situated.
The Terrible Irother returns to his station.

VM:
Withdraw, my brethren, that this man may be
left to his conscience and to that darkness which covers his
eyes.
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Four or five brethrun. make noise of people exiting the lodge, closing the
door noisily, etc.
Then absolute silence is maintained for about two
minutes.

0.18.
[p 971
The Terrible Brother approaches the candidate and says:

TB:

Get up!

The Brother conducts the candidate ZIIB.fl times around the lodge, beginning
in the northwest, proceeding first East. then south (past the ilaster’s
station), then west, then north (in front of the Senior Warden), then east,
and so forth, and ending in front of the Junior Warden.
During this first journey, there is much noise as various brothers argue
back and forth.
Blocks of variously sized wood are placed randomly along
the candidate’s path, so that he may occasionally stumble.
Equipment
should be placed, on the route, to generate electrical arcs that noisily
(though harmlessly) crackle.
Large heavy balls are rolled on the floor to
imitste thunder.
During the first circuit, two brothers hold a Deacon’s staff, horizontally.
about five feet of f the ground. This, the candidate must pass under:

TB:
We are approaching an arch... lower your head...
stoop down... proceed slowly.
During the second circuit, two more brothers hold a staff, horizontally,
about six inches off the ground. This, the candidate must pass over:

TB:
There is an obstacle ahead... go slow.., life up
your right foot and pass over.., now lift up your left foot.
During the third circuit an incline, made of heavy 3’x8’ plywood, raised
about a foot at one end, is placed on the candidate’s path.
Heanwhile,
several brothers, holding large fans, blow air onto the candidate.
The
candidate is made to slowly climb the incline and then told to jump [NOTE:
In alder rituals, the candidate N55 required to climb a ladder of seven
steps.
Once at tj,e summit, he was then told to Jump.
A mattress ~aa so
placed for his landing]:

TB:
Go slowly and have courage, we are at the
summit of the journey. Stop!... Now jump into space!

—15—
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Upon landing,
device.

the candidate

is given a light shock with and electrical

The candidate is conducted to in front of the Junior Warden. The Terrible
Brother stamps on the floor with his foot three times.
The Junior Warden
gets up immediately and applies his gavel to the candidate’s chest.

JW:

Who comes here?

TB:
This is a profane who requests to be accepted
as a Freemason.
JW:

By

what right

does

he

dare

to

make

this

request?
TB:

Because he is free and of good morals.

JW:

Since he is thus, he may pass.

The brother reconducts the candidate back
faces the east.

TB:
completed.

Venerable Master,

the

to the two columns,

turns and

first journey has

been

0.19.
[p 102]
The Terrible Brother conducts the candidate ~
times around the lodge.
beginning in the south, proceeding first west, then north (in front of the
Senior Warden), then east, and south, and ending in front of the Senior
Warden.
During this second journey, the brethren rattle and clash swords.
The candidate’s path is clear with no obstacles.
The Terrible Brother stamps on the floor three times.
The Senior Warden
gets up immediately and applies his gavel to the candidate’s chest.

SW:

Who comes here?

This is a profane who requests to be accepted
TB:
as a Freemason.
SW:
request?

By

TB:

Because he is free and of good morals.

what right

does

—16—
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SW:
Since he is thus, he may pass and be purified
by water. He will now wash in the ancient spirit of leaving
all passions, vice and falsehood behind, that he may enter,
as the neophyte, into the ancient Mysteries, cloaked only in
clean and white garments.
A basin of water is brought before the candidate, and he is to immerse his
left hand in the water three times.
The candidate’s hands are dried and
the Brother reconducts the candidate back to the two columns, turns and
faces the east.

TB:
completed.

Venerable Master, the second journey has been

LITURGY B.
[p 103, Liturgy p 64]
VM:
In the Druidical Mysteries, among the trials of
the candidate, he was placed in a boat and sent out to sea
alone, having to rely on his own skill and presence of mind
to reach the opposite shore in safety.
If the candidate
declined it, he was dismissed with contempt. If he made it
and succeeded, he was termed “thrice—born,” was eligible to
all the dignities of the state, and received complete
instruction in the philosophical and religious doctrines of the
Druids.
When the aspirant was initiated into the
Mysteries of Isis, he was conducted to the nearest baths,
and after
having bathed, the priest first
solicited
forgiveness of him of the gods, and then sprinkled him all
over with the clearest and purest water, and conducted him
back to the temple.
It was required of every initiate that
his heart and hands be free of every stain.
It was
represented that, except for the gravest sins, there was
opportunity for expiation; and the tests of air, water, and
fire were represented, by means of which, during the march
of many years, the soul could be purified, and rise toward
the ethereal regions. The ascent being more or less tedious
and laborious, according as each soul was more or less
clogged by the gross impediments of its sins and vices.
In the Mithriac Mysteries, the candidate was
purified with water and fire, and went through seven stages
of initiation.
Ablutions were required in all the mysteries,
symbolical of the purity necessary to enable the soul to
escape from its bondage in matter.
—17—

SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF THE LODGE
Sacred baths and preparatory baptisms were
used, lustrations, immersions and purifications of every kind.
At Athens, the aspirants bathed in the Ilissus, which
subsequently became a sacred river.
Before entering the
Temple of Eleusis, all were required to wash their hands in a
vase of lustral water, placed near the entrance.
Apuleius
bathed seven times in the sea, symbolical of the seven
spheres which the soul must reascend.
The Hindus must
bathe in the sacred River Ganges.
Menander speaks of a
purification by sprinkling three times with salt and water.
Water nourishes and purifies. The urn from which it flowed
as thought worthy to be a symbol of the Deity, as of the
Osiris—Ganobus, who with living water irrigated the soil of
Egypt; and also an emblem of hope. That should cheer the
dwellings of the dead. In the terrible and dangerous tests
of some of the old Mysteries, the candidate was made to swim
a river.
0.20.
[p 104]
The Terrible Brother conducts the candidate ThBJ.Z times around the lodge,
beginning in the west, proceeding first north, then east, then south and
west, to in front of the Venerable ilaster.
During this third journey,
there is absolute silence and no obstructions block the path of the
candidate.
The Terrible Brother stamps on the floor three times. The Venerable Hester
gets up immediately and applies his gavel to the candidate’s chest.

VM:

Who comes here?

TB:

This is a profane, baptized, who requests to be

accepted as a Freemason.
VM:

By what

right

does

he

dare

to

make

this

request?
TB:

Because he is free and of good morals.

VM:
Since he is thus, he may pass by the purifying
flames, in order that nothing of his past profane life may
remaln.
A candle is brought before the candidate, and he is to pass his right hand

slowly over the flame three times (being careful not to inflict dasiage).
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(NOTE: In older rituals, a blast of flame was blown into the face of the
candidate by use of a long metallic tube having at one end a aouth-piece
and at the other a spirit-lamp,
surrounded with wire gauze.
The tube
contained lycopodium or arcanson in powder, which, when blown upon the
spirit-lamp would cause a harmless flash of flame.]
The Drother reconducts
faces the east.

TB:
completed.

the candidate back to the two columns,

Venerable Master, the third

journey

turns and

has been

0.21.
[p 1061
VM:
Terrible Brother, conduct the candidate to the
Brother Surgeon. (DONE)
Brother Surgeon, do your duty.
A brother, “ho has been appointed as Surgeon,
candidate:

steps up and addresses the

Surgeon:
Mister {A.B.}, it gives me great pleasure to
congratulate you upon the progress you have made in your
search for light and truth, and upon the possession of that
fortitude which has sustained you in your journeys, pursued
by so many good and true men before you.
Courage has been ever deemed a prerequisite to
Masonic advancement. You have been tested by earth, air,
water and fire. At each step of your advancement, a degree
of fortitude was demanded. You will not, then, be surprised
to learn that a further test awaits you, not only of fortitude
but of sincerity.
Coursing through your arteries and
crimson fluid essential to life.
So precious is
man that he who sheds his blood in defense of
in the line of duty, proves in the most decisive
devotion thereto.

veins is a
it to every
a cause, or
manner his

I propose here, in the presence of the brethren,
to take from you the amount of blood that you may
voluntarily offer to sacrifice. The whole amount of blood in
the human body is about 1/13 of the body’s weight. In the
bountiful provision of nature several pounds of this vital
-19-
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fluid may be lost and again restored.
But, should the limit
of safety be passed and your physical life be lost, your
name will be enrolled among the gods, and you will be
immortal.
The worthy Mason surmounts all difficulties;
surpasses all obstacles, and, to fear, becomes a hardened
statue.
Terrible Brother, you will bare the right arm of
the candidate. Place your staff in his right hand. (DONE)
TB:
prepared.

Brother

Surgeon,

the

candidate

has

been

The Brother holds the arm of the candidate.
lleanwhile, the Surgeon ties a
cord around the arm, and when the vein is raised, he passes the point of a
needle (clean) or penknife against a small point on the arm of the
candidate.
At the same time, a syringe filled with tepid water, is placed
above the “scratch” on the arm, and water is allowed to trickle on the arm.
the liquid falling to a bowl.
After about 10-15 seconds, stop!
ulpe the
candxdate~s arm dry and place a bandage over the supposed cut.

VM:
Mister {A.B.}, you probably can tell that you
have been mock bled. This was done, not to trifle with your
feelings, but to test your courage. It has been one of the
landmarks of this institution, that the courage should be
thus tested; and should any prove to be recreant to their
promise, they would immediately be led out of the chamber
without ever once beholding the beauties of our institution.
I ani satisfied that you possess the necessary courage,
fortitude, manhood and perseverance to entitle you to
receive the secrets of our ancient rite.
MISSING PAGE
[p 110)
to give it deprives you of some luxury
truly makes you poorer than before, it is
as acceptable in the sight of heaven as the
offerings would be. Your gift is received
the lodge with grateful thanks.

or comfort, and
the widow’s mite,
rich man’s costly
and accepted by

0.22.
[p 111]
VM:

Terrible Brother, seat the candidate.

-20—
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The candidate is seated in a chair in front of the east.

VM:
Soon, Sir, you are to reap the harvest of the
trials you have endured.
We are disposed to reward the
sense pf beneficence you have just displayed. However, it
is my duty to consult once more those with whom I am about
to associate you to learn if there be no objection to present
against your admission.
Any brother present may now ask through his Harden for leave to speak,
either to object or defend the candidate from an objection.
However, in
each instance, the candidate having received a clear ballot, these
objections are to be unwoundingly friendly and frivolous.
The Venerable Master must keep strict control.
No real objection may be
presented now. Such must have been made privately to the Master before the
candidate was first brought in.
When all discussion has finished, the Venerable Master will say:

0.23.
[p 111]
On the altar, to the east, in front of the Bible, is placed the mannequin
head representing “John the Baptist.~~
The candidate is again blindfolded and conducted into the lodge room via
the preparation roo, door, stopping between the two columns.

VM:
Brother Guide, you will deliver the candidate
into the hands of the Senior Warden, so that he may teach
him to make the first step in the angle of an oblong square.
After that, conduct Him to the east, in order that he may
consent to his obligation.
SW:
Mister {A.B.}, you will approach the altar in the
following manner:
Stand erect.
Advance your left foot.
Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the right to the
heel of the left, forming the angle of a square. Now repeat
this step two more times.
The Senior warden Returns to his Seat.

SW:
Venerable Master, the candidate has taken the
required steps.
VM:

Place the candidate to the altar.
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The Conductor causes the candidate to kneel on both knees.
Both of the
candidate’s hands are placed on the Holy Bible, over which a square and a
compasses are resting on the altar.
The Venerable I~1aster raps three times and all brethren stand.

VM:
contracted

Mister {A.B.}, the engagement
contains

nothing

offensive

duty to God and to good morals, nor
owe to the laws.
This obligation is
because of that it will be necessary
your own free will. Therefore, do you
CAN:

which you have

with respect

to your

to the obedience you
a serious matter and
that you consent of
consent?

(ANSWER)

VM:
You will repeat the words which I am about to
say, exactly.
VM/

CAN:
I, {A.B.1, in the presence of the Great Architect
of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets of Freemasonry that may be
confided in me to any person in the world, who shall not be
entitled at the time to receive them.
I furthermore promise and vow that I will bear
true allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Inspectors
General of the 33rd Degree, and will pay due obedience to
its regulations, statutes and edicts; and that I will obey and
abide by the by-laws, rules, and regulations of the Lodge of
Apprentices to which I may belong, so long as I continue a
member thereof.
Further, I promise to love my brethren, to
succor them, and to aid them in their need, according to my
ability.
To all of which I do most solemnly pledge my
faith and honor; and if I should ever fail my obligation, may
I be disgraced by my brothers, as if having my throat cut
and be buried in the sands of the sea, that the ebb and
flow bear me into eternal oblivion. May the Great Architect
of the Universe aid me to keep and perform the same.
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VM:
Brother Senior Deacon, you will remove the
cabletow from this new brother as he is now bound to us by
his obligation.
The cabletow is removed as instructed.
Terrible Brother then helps the
candidate to rise and they return to a point between the two columns.

VM:

My brothers, do your duty!
0.24.

(p 111]
The Venerable Master raps three times slowly. On the third rap, the Junior
Harden removes the blindfold from the candidate.
In the dim light he sees
the head of “John the Baptist” in front of him.

VM:
However horrible this scene may appear to you,
let no fears arise in your mind.
0.25.
[p 116]
VM:

If light, let it be so.

Wisdom excels folly as far as light excels
darkness.
The light shines in the darkness and the
darkness has not overcome it. And the universe was without
form and confused, and darkness brooded on the face of the
abyss, and the spirit of God moved on the expanse of
waters, and God said, “Let there be light.” And, there was
light.
The Master raps three times slowly.
On the third rap, the guide removes
the blindfold from the candidate.
A puff of flame near the face of the
candidate in provided by a blowpipe-like device. The Venerable Master raps
three times on the head of the compasses.

VM:
My brother, learn, by the precision of
compasses, to direct all your movements towards good.
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0.26.
[p 119]
Then, over the neophyte’s head, the I~1aster strikes three blows, at equal
intervals, with his mallet, on the blade of his sword.

VM:

Arise, my brother.
0.27.

[p 121]
VM:
There are two signs: The Sign of Order is made
by standing and placing the flat of the right hand under
the throat, bent slightly toward the carotid artery of the
left, the four fingers pressed and the thumb separated in
the form of a square, and the left arm hanging out. This
Sign has an allusion to the penalty of your obligation is you
should ever violate it.
The Sign of Recognition is made after you have
been placed in order, by placing horizontally your right
hand near the right shoulder, and by a movement that
simulates the act of cutting your throat, then immediately
allowing your right hand to fall the length of the body. You
will find that you have, by this sign, depicted a square
upon yourself. This is also called the Guttural Sign.
The March of an Apprentice is made in three
steps in the following manner: Stand erect. Advance your
left foot. Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the
right to the heel of the left, forming the angle of a square.
Now repeat this step two more times.
The first step
addresses the Venerable Master, the second, the Brethren in
the North, and the third, the Brethren in the South. This
march is to be used when entering the lodge and
approaching the altar and is to be followed by the Sign of
Recognition.
The Grip is made by engaging the right hand of
the one whom you wish to be acquainted with. You place
your thumb on the first knuckle of his index finger, and
then you tap lightly three times in the hollow of his hand.
This Grip, when given by a brother, is, at the same time, the
demand of the Sacred Word.
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The Sacred Word, or “the Word”, is not ever to
be pronounced, much less written. In order to communicate
it between Masons, they spell it by letter, the one to the
other, orally, as follows:
(TO THE SENIOR DEACON)

Give me the Sacred

Word.
SD:

The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced.

VM:

How will you give it?

SD:
We may only spell it. I will give you the first
letter and you will give me the second.
B.
VM:

0.

SD:

A.

VM:

Z.

This word signifies “force.”
You see the first
letter on the column to the north.
Remember, when one
demands of you the Sacred Word of a Freemason, you shall
respond: “The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced. We may
only spell it.
I will give you the first letter and you will
give me the second.”
[The French ritual continues:]
VM:
The Battery of a Mason is made by slowly
clapping the palms of the hand, three times, thus... You will
repeat the battery with me. (DONE)
The Battery of Applause is made by clapping the
hands three times in the same manner and stamping with the
left heel at the third clap.
My brother, the things that you see us do will
become familiar to you. We do all things in the “square”
and that the number “3” is, to us, a mysterious number.
Thus, when a brother asks you your age, you should reply
that you are “three ye&rs of age”. Do you understand?
CAN:

(ANSWER)
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MC:
The president of this lodge is titled the
Venerable Master. You will now respond by giving that title.
CAN:

Venerable Master.

VM:

This

is

good.

I

recognize

you

to

be

an

Apprentice Mason.
0.28.
[p 122]
This section cannot be determined from resources available.
It is unique to the Pike work.
It undoubtedly refers to
differences in Sacred Words and their pronunciations, as well
as structural differences in each respective Rite’s work. For
example:
The Sacred Word of this degree is “boaz”, but is variously
pronounced as “bohaz” and “booz.” In the Grand Orient of
France, the Sacred Word of an Apprentice is “jakin (jachin)
In addition, the Rites in Europe make use of a “Word of the
Semester” to be used as a password.
“.

The March of an Apprentice is on the left foot. In the
Grand Orient of France, the March is the same with the
exception that it is on the right foot.
The Battery of this Degree is
Orient of France it is “** *“.

“*

*

*“,

but in the Grand

Differences between this Work and the York (American) Rite
equivalent degrees should already be known.
0.29.
[p 132]
entering into a new life,
you were made to wear the
clothes of an initiate.
All metals were removed from you,
and you were deprived of the use of your sight.
By taking away all metals, we taught you of the
condition of man before civilization in a state of nature;
while the darkness presented to you man in complete
ignorance.
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[p 137]
A sword
0.30.

[p 150]
The Venerable Master and brethren clap (3 X 3).
acclamation three times:

All:

This

is followed by the

Huzza!
0.31.

[p 150]
If he takes the pen and proceeds to write, the Master of Ceremonies will
strike a blow on the table with his sword. The Venerable Master, striking
another with his mallet will say:

VM:
Have you so soon forgotten, or did you not
understand your obligation!
Repeat that part of your
obligation!
If the candidate cannot, the Venerable Master will repeat it for him, then
continue:

0.32.
[p 150]
If the candidate refuses to write, the Venerable Master will commend hi.
for his prudence and memory of his obligation.

0.33.
[p 160]
VM:
you?

(1 rap)

SW:

Three years.

VM:

What is the length of time that masons work?

SW:

From high noon until midnight.

Brother Senior Warden, what age are
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VM:

What is the hour?

SW:

It is midnight.

VM:
Since it is midnight and this is the hour in
which Masons end their labor, brothers Senior and Junior
Wardens, invite the brethren of the two columns to join with
you and me in closing this Lodge of Apprentices.
JW:
closed.

Brethren in the south, this lodge is about to be

SW:
closed.

Brethren in the north, this lodge is about to be

The Venerable Master raps 3 times and all the brethren stand

VM:
In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council
(Mother—Council of the world), of the 33d and last degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free—masonry, for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, and by
virtue of the authority in me vested as Venerable Master of
this Lodge of Apprentice Masons, I declare it to be duly
closed. With me, my brethren.
All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3).
followed by the Sign three times, each time saying:

All:

This is

Huzza!

The Junior Warden raps 3 times, followed by the Senior Warden, and then the
Venerable Master, each rapping 3 times.

VM:
The lodge is closed, my brethren. Go in peace,
but first swear to keep profoundly secret every thing here
done and transacted this night, not proper to be revealed.
Beginning with the Senior Warden, all brethren pass in procession in front
of the Venerable Master, who, standing at the entrance of the Orient, holds
Out the hilt of his sword. Each, in turn, lays his right hand on the hilt,
saying:

BR:

I vow.
END DEGREE 1 SECRET WORK
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DEGREE 2
FELLOW CRAFT

.1.1.
[p 185]
SW:
Brothers Senior and Junior Deacons [or Expert
and Assistant Expert], you will determine if all present are
Fellow-Craft Masons.
(1

rap)

Brethren,

to

order as

Fellow—Craft

Masons.
The officers remain at their stations, and they and the brethren remain
seated, under the Sign of the order.
Beginning in the east, the Senior
Deacon [Expert] receives the password from the brethren on the north, while
the Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert], likewise, receives the pass from the
brethren on the south.
If either Deacon [Expert] fails to receive the password, or does not
recognize a particular person as such, he directs him, by gesture to rise,
If any brother knows the person rising to be a Fellow-Craft Mason in goed
standing, he will rise and so declare.
it is not enough to have sat in a
lodge with him.
If no one vouches for the party, he will be required to
withdraw to the Preparation Room for examination.
When none remain but Fellow-Craft Masons, and the Expert and Assistant
Expert are satisfied, they will return to their places, and standing, the
Junior Deacon [Assistant
Expert] will say:

JD:
Brother Senior Deacon, all on the column of the
south are Fellow—Craft Masons.
SD:
Brother Junior Warden, all on both columns are
Fellow-Craft Masons.
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JW:
Brother Senior Warden, all present are Fellow—
Craft Masons.
SW:
Venerable Master, I have satisfied myself that all
present are Fellow—Craft Masons.
VM:
Then, in the
Apostle, let us proceed.

name

of God and

St John the

The Venerable haster raps once and all sit.

VM:
Mason?

Brother Senior Warden, are you a Fellow—Craft

SW:

I have seen the Flaming Star.

VM:

What brings you here?

SW:

My obligation.

VM:

What have you learned as a Fellow Craft?

SW:

To acquaint and to correct myself with the chisel

of morals.
VM:

At what hour should we open our lodge?

SW:

At high noon.

VM:

What is the hour?

SW:

It is high noon.

VM:
Then, since it is the hour at which we open for
labor, let us resume our work, for the benefit of our fellows,
our country and mankind,
The Venerable flaster rises and approaches the Senior Deacon [Expert]. Both
sake the Sign of the degree and then clasp right hands.
The ?laster
whispers the Sacred Word of a Fellow-craft to the Senior Deacon [Expert].
They then step back.

VM:
Brother Senior Deacon [Expert), carry the Sacred
Word of the Second Degree to the Senior Warden.
The Senior Deacon [Expert] approaches the Senior Warden’s station, who
rises and receives the Eord in the same way.
The Senior Warden in turn
gives the Word to the Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] and orders him to
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carry it to the
stat ions.

.7W:
perfect.

(1

Junior Warden.

Rap)

The

Deacons [Experts] return to

Venerable

Master,

all

is

just

their

and

VM:
(1 rap) It being high noon, and all being just
and perfect, be pleased, brethren Senior and Junior Wardens
to proclaim, on your respective columns, that I am about to
open the labors of the respectable Lodge
, No
, in
the Second Degree.
SW:
(1 Rap)
Brother Junior Warden, brethren who
grace the column of the north, the Venerable Master
announces to you that he is about to open the labors of the
respectable Lodge
, No
, in the Second Degree.
JW:
(1 Rap) Brethren who grace the column of the
south, the Venerable Master announces to you that he is
about to open the labors of the respectable Lodge
, No.
, in the Second Degree.
(1 Rap) It is proclaimed on the column of the
south, brother Senior Warden.
SW:

(1 Rap)

Venerable Master, it is proclaimed on

both columns.
The Venerable Master raps three times and all brethren stand.

VM:

To order, my brethren.

The Venerable Master takes off his hat, and says:

±2.
[p 185]
VM:

With me, my brethren.

All give, Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3).
by the sign of the degree three times, each time saying:

All:

Huzza!
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-f-3.
[p 189]
The Deacon [Expert] prepares the candidate by divesting him of all metal,
removing his jacket or coat; left foot. knee, arm, and breast bare; with a
rope (cabletow) three times around his waist. The candidate is flQL
blindfolded.
The room is darkened, with essentially the light of candles, illuminating
the lodge room.
The Deacon [Expert] conducts the candidate (who is holding
a 24-inch gauge) to the Preparation Room door into the Lodge where he is
required to rap (C U U).

SW:

(1 rap)

Venerable Master, an Apprentice knocks

at the door of the temple.
VM:

(1 RAP)

See who this Apprentice is.

SW:
(1 RAP)
Brother Junior Warden, see who this
Apprentice is that knocks at the door.
3W:
(1 RAP)
Brother Junior Deacon, see who this
Apprentice is that knocks at the door.
NOTE: If there is a Pursuivant, the Junior Deacon will pass
this and future orders to him, and he will reply to the
Junior Deacon, what is set down for the latter, he then
replying to the Junior Warden.
This will be continually
understood hereafter in all the Degrees.
The Junior Deacon or Pursuivant will entirely open one leaf of the door. if
it have two.

PUR:

Who comes here?

SD:
Brother {A.B.), an Apprentice who has worked
the due time.
PUR:

Is his master satisfied with him?

SD:

He is.

PUR:

Is this of his own free will and accord?

SD:

It is.

The Pursuivant or Junior Daxcon closes the door, turns and reports:
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[p 194]
On reaching this position, the candiate will use the mallet and chisel upon
the rough stone (Ashlar), and then pass the chisel slightly over the smooth
stone (Perfect Ashlar).

[p 200]

...have my throat cut across...

1.8.
[MISSING]

-I?.
[p 2061
The candidate lays down his instruments.
With his right hand, he lifts a
small stone and then uses the lever in moving a larger one.

±8.
[p 211]
The candidate will then lay down his tools and, at the trestle board, place
his right hand flat, so that this thumb and index finger nay form a right
angle.

±~•
[p 220]
The Master of Ceremonies does as instructed.
Then he conducts the
candidate (free-handed) once around the lodge room, as before.
As they
pass the Venerable Master’s station he raps (USE CU), then each Warden raps
(U5U EU).
They stop at the Venerable Master’s station.
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1.10.
[p 220]
The Venerable Master presents a sword to the candidate.

1.11.
[p 229]
The Master of Ceremonies hands the candidate the gavel, and leads him to
the Rough Ashlar, on which he strikes with the gavel THREE blows at equal
intervals,

MC:
Venerable Master, the candidate
last work as a faithful Apprentice.

has

done

his

The candidate is conducted to in front of the Tracing Doard of this degree.
The Mysterious Star and Sacred Letter are illuminated in the east over the
Venerable Master’s station.

1.12.
[p 235]
As the Master of Ceremonies and candidate advance, the Senior Warden rises
and leaves his station. The candidate is placed, facing east, about 6 feet
west of the altar.

SW:
Brother {A.B.}, you will approach the altar in the
following manner:
Stand erect.
Advance your left foot,
Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the right to the
heel of the left, forming the angle of a square, Now repeat
this step two more times.
Now advance your left foot
forward and to the right. Bring the heel of the right foot
to the heel of the left. Now advance your left foot forward
and to the left. Bring the heel of the right foot to the heel
of the left.
Venerable Master, the candidate
required steps.
VM:
Brother
Master
candidate at the altar.

of

has taken the

Ceremonies,

place

the

The Master of Ceremonies causes the candidate to kneel on both knees, The
Conductor places in the candidate’s hands on the holy bible, over which a
square and a COEpaSSS
are resting on the altar.
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The Master raps three times and all stand.

VM:
My brothers, about and to order with your
sword in hand.
the candidate is prepared to take the
obligation of a Fellow Craft.
Brother {A.B.II, your toils as a Fellow Craft are
now about to begin. You have completed your work as an
Apprentice. Your obligation as a Fellow Craft will not only
bind you to secrecy, but also to the performance of the
chief duties of brotherhood.
it will contain nothing at
variance with your duties to your God, your country, or
your family. Are you ready to assume it?
CAN:

(ANSWER)

VM:
You will repeat the words which I am about to
say, exactly.
VM/
CAN:
I, {A.B.1, in the presence of the Great Architect
of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets of the degree of Fellow
Craft that may be confided in me to any person in the
world, who shall not be entitled at the time to receive them.
I furthermore promise and vow that I will bear
true allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Inspectors
General of the 33d Degree, and will pay due obedience to its
regulations, statutes and edicts; and that I will obey and
abide by the by—laws, rules, and regulations of the Lodge of
Fellow Crafts to which I may belong, so long as I continue a
member thereof.
Further, I will act as a true and faithful
craftsman, to answer signs and obey summons, and to
maintain the principles inculcated in the former degree.
To all of which I do most solemnly pledge my
faith and honor; and if I should ever fail my obligation, may
I be disgraced by my brothers, as if having my heart torn
out, my body burned and my ashes cast to the wind that
there remain no more memory of me among the Masons. May
God aid me to keep and perform the same.
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VM:
Brother {A.B.}, what you have repeated may be
considered a serious promise, and as a pledge of your
fidelity, and to render it a solemn obligation binding on you
so long as you shall live, you will seal it on the Holy Bible
with your lips.
The candidate kisses the Dible.

VM:
Brother Senior Warden, as you are of the first
column of this temple, since the candidate has demonstrated
patience and steadfastness, and has served five years as an
Apprentice, do you judge him worthy of being admitted
among us?
SW:

Yes, Venerable Master.

VM:
Brother Junior Warden, do you, likewise, judge
him worthy of being admitted among us?
3W:

Yes, Venerable Master.

VM:
Your progress in Masonry is marked by the
position of the square and compasses. When you were made
an Apprentice, both points of the compasses were hid. In
this degree one is disclosed, implying that you have
completed your work as an Apprentice and that your toils as
a Fellow Craft are now to begin.
You are now halfway
between the things of earth and those of heaven; between
the moral and political, and the philosophical and spiritual.
The Venerable Master grips the saber with his left hand and positions the
strip of metal on the head of the kneeling candidate.
Taking the gavel
with his right hand and prepares to rap on the sword.

VM:
To the Glory of the Grand Architect of the
Universe, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and in virtue of the
powers that are mine to confer, I, Venerable Master of this
lodge, create, (RAPS SWORD) accept, (RAPS SWORD) and
constitute
(RAPS SWORD)
Fellow-Craft Mason, Second
Degree of the Scottish Rite, and member of this lodge.
Arise, my brother.

(DONE)

The Ilaster raps once and all brothers (excluding the Senior Deacon and
Master of Ceremonies) return to their stations and sit.
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VM:
My brother, there are two signs of a Fellow
Craft Mason:
the Sign of Order is made by standing and
placing the right hand, half-open, palm upwards, on the
heart, the four fingers curved and the thumb raised in the
form of a square.
At the same time the left hand, fully
open, is raised to the height of the head, the palm in
advance, and the fingers clenched with the thumb raised in
a square, the elbow close to the body.
This sign has an
allusion to the penalty of your obligation is you should ever
violate it.
The Sign of Recognition is made after you have
been placed in order, by returning
the right hand
horizontally across the heart, from left to right, then
permitting both the right and left hands
to drop
simultaneously to their respective thighs. You will find that
you have, by this sign, depicted a square upon yourself.
This is also called the Pectoral Sign.
The March of a Fellow Craft is made with the
three steps of an Apprentice.
Now advance your left foot
forward and to the right. Bring the heel of the right foot
to the heel of the left. Now advance your left foot forward
and to the left. Bring the heel of the right foot to the heel
of the left forming the angle of a square.
The Grip is made by engaging the right hand of
the one whom you wish to be acquainted with. You place
your thumb on the first knuckle of his middle finger, and
then you tap lightly five times in the hollow of his hand.
This Grip, when given by a brother, is, at the same time, the
demand of the Sacred Word.
The Sacred Word, or “the Word”, is not ever to
be pronounced, much less written. In order to communicate
it between Masons, they spell it by letter, the one to the
other, orally, as follows:
(TO THE MASTER OF CEREMONIES)
Sacred Word.

Give me the

MC:

The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced.

VM:

How will you give it?
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MC:

We may only spell it.

I will give you the first

letter and you will give me the second.
J.
VM:

A.

MC:

C.

VM:

H.

MC:

I.

VM:

N.

This Word signifies “establish.”
You see the
first letter on the column to the south. Remember, when one
demands of you the Sacred Word of a Fellow Craft, you shall
respond: “The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced. We may
only spell it.
I will give you the first letter and you will
give me the second.’
The Password of a Fellow Craft is SHIBBOLETH,
which means “an ear of corn”, or “a branch of an olive
tree’s. It is to be given at the opening of a Lodge of Fellow
C rafts.
The Battery of a Fellow Craft is made by slowly
clapping the palms of the hand, five times, thus: (* * * *
*). You will repeat the battery with me. (DONE)
When a brother asks you your age, you should
reply that you are “five years of age”.
station.

Brother Senior Deacon, you may return to your
(DONE)
±13.

[p 239]
The Venerable Master approaches the candidate and makes a Tau Cross on his
forehead, saying:

VM:
cross.

I sanctify you to your work by the sign of the
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±14.

[p 241]
The candidate is conducted to a point in front of the Master’s station.
cue, the Master of Ceremonies alters the appearance of the apron.

On

VM:
My brother, you will wear your apron with the
flap turned down, and the left corner tucked in the form of
a triangle to contain the tools of your labor.
This is the
distinguishing badge of a Fellow Craft, and marks the
progress that you have made in the science.
The new Fellow Craft is conducted to the pointed cubical stone, and is
required to approach it by the five steps of the degree.
His Conductor
hands him a mallet and the candidate is required to make FIVE equally timed
raps on the stone.

MC:
Venerable Master, the candidate
first work as a new Fellow Craft.

has done

his

±15.
[p 242]
VM:
you?

(1 rap)

SW:

Five years.

VM:

What have you learned during this time?

Brother Senior Warden, what age are

SW:
To be intelligent,
and charitable.

honest, courageous,

prudent,

VM:

What is the length of time that Masons work?

SW:

From high noon until midnight.

VM:

What is the hour?

SW:

It is midnight.

VM:
Since it is midnight and this is the hour in
which Fellow Crafts end their labor, brothers Senior and
Junior Wardens, invite the brethren of the two columns to
join with you and me in closing this Lodge of Fellow Crafts.
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JW:
closed.

Brethren in the south, this lodge is about to be

SW:

Brethren in the north, this lodge is about to be

closed.
The Venerable Master raps three times and all the brethren stand.

VM:
In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council
(Mother—Council of the world), of the 33d and last degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free—masonry, for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, and by
virtue of the authority in me vested as Venerable Master of
this Lodge of Fellow-Craft Masons, I declare it to be duly
closed, With me, my brethren.
All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3).
followed by the Sign three times, each time saying:

All:

this

is

Huzza!

The Junior Warden raps (aE~s *~) times, followed by the Senior Warden, and
then the Venerable Master, each rapping (*e** s*) times.

VM:
(1 rap) The lodge is closed, my brethren. Go in
peace, but first swear to keep profoundly secret every thing
here done and transacted this night, not proper to be
revealed.
Seginning w~th the Senior Warden, all brethren pass in procession in front
of the Venerable Master, who, standing at the entrance of the Orient, holds
out the hilt of his sword. Each, in turn, lays hia right hand on the hilt,
saying:

BR:

I vow.

±16.
[p 243]
All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 ~ 3),
followed by the sign three times, each time saying:

All:

This is

Huzza!

The Junior Warden raps (2*5 *2), followed by the Senior Warden, and then
the Venerable Master, each rapping (USE 5*).
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VM:
(1 RAP)
My brethren, labors of this Lodge of
Fellow Crafts is now suspended, and labor has been resumed
in the degree of Entered Apprentice.
END DEGREE 2 SECRET WORK
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DEGREE 3
MASTER MASON

*1.
[p 247]
.a human skeleton, a crown on its head, a dagger in its right hand, and a
gilt cup or goblet in its left.

*2.
[p 247]
.a white dove, Just killed, its feathers stained with blood.

*3.
[p 248]
.sword, skull and two human thigh bones crossed.

*4.
[p 249]
.a coffin with a shroud, an apron, and a branch of acacia.
.coffin...

*5.
[p 249]
The head of the coffin it towards the vest. At the foot of it is a square.
and at the head the coapasses.
Under the coffin is a sunken place in the
floor, in the shape of a grave.
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*6.
[p 2491
The Senior Deacon [Expert] will
deiree on the floor.
When all are clothed,
tiaster will say:

spread the

tracing board of the

and in their places and stations,

third

the Worshipful

WM:
(1 rap) Brother Senior Warden, what is the first
duty of a Warden in the lodge?
SW:
To assure himself that the temple is duly tiled,
Worshipful Master.
Be pleased to assure yourself of that, my
brother, and cause the tiler to be informed that we are
about to open this Lodge of Master Masons for the dispatch
of business, that he may tile accordingly.
WM:

SW:
ascertain if
be informed
Masons for
accordingly.

(1 rap)
Brother Junior Warden, be pleased to
the temple is duly tiled, and cause the Tiler to
that we are about to open this Lodge of Master
the dispatch of business, that he may tile

(1 rap)
Brother Junior Deacon [Assistant
Expert], be pleased to ascertain if the temple is duly tiled,
and inform the Tiler that we are about to open this Lodge of
Master Masons for the dispatch of business, that he may tile
accordingly.
JW:

The Junior Deacon [Assistant
Expert] draws his sword, examines whether the
key of the door is rilht,
places it on the altar,
opens the door,
communicates the order to the Tiler on the outside, closes the door, raps
on it 3 times at equal intervals, the Tiler answering with the same, and
then again 3 times at equal intervals, which is repeated by the Tiler. And
lastly, the Deacon raps once, which is repeated once by the Tiler.
The Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] returns to his
sword, and says to the Junior Warden:

place,

sheaths his

JD:

Brother Junior Warden, the temple is duly tiled.

JW:
duly tiled.

(I. rap)

Brother Senior Warden, the temple is
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SW:

(1 rap)

Worshipful Master, the temple is duly

tiled.
WM:

(1 rap)

How tiled, my brother?

SW:
With secrecy and brotherly love, by a worthy
brothe~’ Master Mason, without the door, with a drawn sword.
WM:

His duty there?

SW:
To guard against the approach of all cowans and
eaves—droppers, on the hills or in the vales, and to see that
none enter here, except such as are duly entitled, and have
the permission of the Worshipful Master.
WM:
It is well, my brother.
of the Senior Warden in the lodge?

What is the second duty

SW:
To know, with certainty,
Master Masons.

that all present are

WM:
Be pleased, my brother,
calling to
your
assistance the brother
Junior Warden, to obtain that
assurance, the brother Senior Deacon and Junior Deacon
[Expert and his Assistant] demanding the password of a
Master Mason from all.
SW:
Brothers Senior and Junior Deacons [or Expert
and Assistant Expert], you will determine if all present are
Master Masons.
(1 rap)

Brethren, to order as Master Masons.

The officers remain at their stations, and they and the brethren remain
seated, under the Sign of the order.
Deginning in the east, the Senior
Deacon (Expert] receives the password from the brethren on the north, while
the Junior Deacon (Assistant Expert], likewise, receives the pass from the
brethren on the south.
If either Deacon (Expert] fails to receive the password, or does not
recognize a particular person as such, he directs him, by gesture to rise.
If any brother knows the person rising to be a !laster ?~ason in good
standing, he will rise and so declare. It is not enought to have sat in a
lodge with hi..
If no one vouches for the party, he will be required to
withdraw to the preparation roon for examination.

-45-

SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF THE LODGE
When none rmin but I~aster Masons, and the Expert and Assistant Expert are
satisfied, they vill return to their places, and standing, the Junior
Deacon (ASsis.snt Expert] will say:

JD:
Brother Senior Deacon, all on the column of the
south are Master Masons.
SD:
Brother Junior Warden, all on both columns are
Master Masons.
JW:

Brother Senior Warden, all present are Master

Masons.
SW:
Worshipful Master, I have satisfied myself that
all present are Master Masons.
WM:
Then, in the
Apostle, let us proceed.

name of God and

St. John the

The Worshipful Master raps once and all sit.

WM:

Brother Senior Warden, are you a Master Mason?

SW:

I know the acacia.

WM:

Where is it?

SW:

At the grave of our brother Master Hiram.

WM:

What does the acacia symbolize?

SW:

Immortality, by its eternal green color.

WM:

What is immortality?

SW:
divinity.

Enlightened

WM:

From where to you come as a Master Mason?

SW:

From the Middle Chamber.

WM:

What is done in the Middle Chamber?

SW:

The memory of our

thought

that

possesses

Master Hiram is

merited

kept in

honor, and measures are taken to punish his assassins.
WM:

What have you come here to do?
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SW:

To recover the Master’s Word.

WM:

How?

SW:
By passing from the square to the compasses,
over the tomb of our Master Hiram, by the aid of a branch
of acacia.
WM:

What brings you here?

SW:

My obligation.

WM:

How many compose a Lodge of Master Masons?

SW:

Three, five, seven, or nine.

WM:

When composed of nine, of whom does it consist?

SW:
The Worshipful Master, the Senior and Junior
Wardens, the Orator, the Almoner, the Treasurer, the
Secretary, and the Senior and Junior Deacons.
WM:

At what hour should we open our lodge?

SW:

At high noon.

WM:

What is the hour?

SW:

It is high noon.

WM:
Then, since it is the hour at which we open for
labor, let us resume the work of the Middle Chamber, for the
benefit of our fellows, our country and mankind.
The Worshipful Master rises and approaches the Senior Deacon (Expert].
Doth make the sign of the degree and then clasp right hands.
The Master
whispers the Sacred Word of a Master Mason to the Senior Deacon (Expert].
They then step back.

WM:
Brother Senior Deacon [Expert], carry the Sacred
Word of the Third Degree to the Senior Warden.
The Senior Deacon (Expert] approaches the Senior Wardens station, who
rises and receives the Word in the ssae way.
The Senior Warden in turn
gives the word to the Junior Deacon (Assistant Expert] and orders him to
carry it to the Junior Warden.
The Deacons (Experts] return to their
stations.
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JW:
perfect.

(1

Rap)

Worshipful

Master,

all

is just

and

WM:
(1 rap) It being high noon, and all being just
and perfect, be pleased, brethren Senior and Junior Wardens
to proclaim, on your respective columns, that I am about to
open the labors of the respectable Lodge
, No
, ln
the Third Degree.
SW:
(1 Rap)
Brother Junior Warden, brethren who
grace the column of the north, the Worshipful Master
announces to you that he is about to open the labors of the
respectable Lodge
, No
, in the Third Degree.
JW:
(1 Rap) Brethren who grace the column of the
south, the Worshipful Master announces to you that he is
about to open the labors of the respectable Lodge
, No.
, in the Third Degree.
(1 Rap)
It is proclaimed on the column of the
south, brother Senior Warden.
SW:
(1 Rap)
both columns.

Worshipful Master, it is proclaimed on

The Worshipful Master raps three times and all brethren stand.

WM:

To order, my brethren.

The Worshipful Master takes off his hat, and says:

WM:
My brethren, let us return thanks to the Grand
Architect of the Universe for the many blessings with which
he has surrounded us, and implore his aid to enable us to
perform our duties.
*7.
(p 2501
WM:

With me, my brethren.

All give,Wworshipful Master leading, the battery (3 x 3).
by the sign three tines, each time saying:

All:

Huzza.!
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*8.
[p 252]
The last Master raised is placed in the coffin in the lodge room, his feet
to the east, his left arm forming a square, his right hand on his hesrt. A
black cloth covers the body.

*9.

[p 255]
The candidate is prepared by being divested of all metal, giving him a
garment to wear; left foot, knee, arm, and breast bare; blindfolded, with a
rope three times around his waist. His apron is that of a Fellow Craft.

*10.
[p 263]
A cloth is suddenly flung over the candidate’s head and he is seized.

SW:
Are you guiltless?
upon the breast of this corpse.

Lay, then, your right hand

Oh, apostle of liberty, equality and fraternity, if
this man be not guiltless, let your wounds bleed afresh and
convict him of perjury.
The candidate is made to place his right
seconds, he removes it.

hand as directed.

After a few

*11.
[p 263]
The the Junior Warden conducts the candidate to the west side of the altar
and causes him to knee on two knees.
The arrow from the hand of the
skeleton is placed in the candidates left hand, with the point aimed at
his left breast.

WM:
Brother Senior Warden, present
Craft the cup of obligation.

to the

Fellow

The Senior Warden proceeds to the altar and places the cup of obligation.
containing win., in the candidate’s right hand.
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The Wor~i~~. ~s’e~
raps three times and all brethren stand.
and azaed ~
~ra a Roof of Steel over the candidate.

The Wardens

WM:
B~t~er {A.B.}, you will repeat the words which I
am about to say, exactly.
WM/
CAN:
I, {A.B.}, in the presence of the Grand Architect
of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I am a
true and loyal Fellow—Craft Mason, and am not the spy,
emissary or an instrument of temporal or spiritual tyranny.
I furthermore promise and swear, that in seeking
to be raised from the square to the compasses, I am
motivated strictly by a desire for instruction and of
perfection in Masonry.
In token of the truth and sincerity, and as a
pledge of secrecy and fidelty, I do now drink this cup,
praying that if I am now false and insincere, that which I
take from it may become to me the most deadly poison; and
that if I prove false hereafter, the arrows of death shall
pierce my heart. So help me God.
WM:

You will now drink of the cup.

The candidate takes a drink of wine.

WM:

Brother {A.B.}, you may now arise.

The Worshipful Master raps onnce and all the brethren return to their
stations.
The Master of Ceremonies and candidate remain standing at the
altar.

WM:
Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens, how do you
find the candidate?
*12.
[2 267]
The candidate arises, and is conducted three times around the lodge room by
the Master of Ceremonies and the Senior Deacon.
Both the officers place
their swords, in a arch, over the candidate’s head.
On passing the Junior
Warden, Senior Warden, and Worshipful Master’s stations, each respective
office raps once.
The Worshipful Master is always the last to rap his
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gavel on a given
circuits

circuit.

The following

lesson is read during the three

LITURGY C.
(p 269, Liturgy p 164]
VM:
God, in the Hebrew writings, is continually
symbolized by LIGHT. The sun was regarded as His visible
image. The “Word of God” is explained by Philo in Eusebius,
to be the universal and invisible light, SOURCE substance
or essence of the light recognizable by the senses, and
which shines forth from the planets and stars.
The word
LIGHT was used to express this essence, of which visible
light is the manifestation.
The Deity was better expressed,
as the mysterious essential FIRE, of which FLAME is the
action, LIGHT is the outfiowing or manifestation.
The worship of fire and light was the basis of
all the religions of antiquity. Agni, the fire, and Indra, the
light, were the highest deities of our ancestors the Aryans.
And when Zarathustra, among the Bactro— or Irano—Aryans,
imagined a spiritual God, Ahura Mazda, superior to these,
and author and creator of the universe, with his seven
emanations, the Amesha—Qpentas, the second of these was
Asha—Vahista, the spirit of fire; and fire is continually called
in the Zend—Avesta, the son of Ahura—Mazda.
The Persian
Mithra was the sun, but the original Bactrian and Iranian
Mithra was the morning star.
In the Vedic hymns, composed at least 4,000 and
probably 5,000 years before the birth of Christ, the sun,
moon, planets and stars are bodies by which Agni and Indra,
fire and light, manifest themselves. They are, all, Agni and
Indra, in act, limited and defined by form and body.
The Avesta calls the sun the body of AhuraMazda. The Indo-Aryans had the same idea. By the HellenoAryans, the sun was regarded as the visible image of the
Deity.
The
Seven
Amesha-Vpentas,
or
DIVINE
EMANATIONS, known to the Hebrews by their median
captivity, became the seven Archangels, of which one was
assigned to each of the seven bodies, formerly called “the
planets”.
They were still emanations or rays from the
invisible essential light, which was the very Deity,—-rays by
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which the Deity was manifested and shone forth, each being
the Deity manifested in one mode and characteristic.
Accordingly, each Archangelic
name has a
reference to this light, which is the Deity. Tsaphiel, means
the Splendor of Al. Raphael, the Healing of Al, reminding us
of “the sun of righteousness rising with healing in his
wings.” Hamaliel, the Benignity of Al. Zarakiel, the Rising
ot Al. Auriel, the Light of Al. Gabriel, the Potency of Al.
And Michael, the Image of Al.
On all the monuments of Mithra, we see by the
side of that god seven altars or pyres, consecrated to the
seven planets.
And these and the seven candlesticks
represented the seven spheres or vessels that shed abroad
in the universe the ethereal light.
By these altars the
seven angels are seen. Sometimes, instead of the altars are
seen seven stars, symbolized by the seven gates of the
Mithriac cave, through which the initiates passed; and which
passages are presented by your journeys.
The ancients thought that the natural home of
the soul of man was in the highest regions of the universe,
in the sphere of the fixed stars. Hence it was held to have
descended through the seven planetary spheres, to illumine
the body, to communicate to it form and movement, to vivify
and animate it; in the same manner as, when the universe of
matter was a shapeless chaos, the breath of God moved on
the surface of the abyss.
The soul tends to reascend, as soon as it can
free itself from the impediment of matter. The reascension
of each soul would be more or less tedious and laborious,
according as it was more or less clogged by the gross
impediments of its sins and vices.
Except for the gravest sins there could be
expiation; and by penance, repentance, acts of beneficence
and prayer, symbolized by the tests of water, air and fire,
the soul could be purified, and rise toward the ethereal
region.
But grave crimes were mortal sins, beyond the
reach of such remedies.
The visible world is the image of the invisible
world. The essence of the human soul is the image of God;
and its home is above the stars.
The equinoxes were the
gates through which souls passed to and fro, between the
hemisphere of light.., and that of darkness.
Near each of
—52—

SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF ThE LODGE
these gates passed the
Pathway of the Souls.”

galaxy;

and it

was

termed

“the

The symbolic image of this passage among the
stars, was a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, divided
into seven steps or stages, to each of which was a gate, and
at the summit an eighth, that of the fixed stars. You have
already seen this Mystic Ladder in a former degree, though
there it was represented as having three steps.
It is by
knowledge as well as morals the soul ascends toward the
stars, and climbs the skies to its home.
An emanation of the ethereal fire, exiled from the
luminous starry region, it descended through the planetary
gates, and by the equinoctial and solstitial doors, along the
Milky Way, to be immured in the prison-house of matter.
There the body is its prison, until it shall at last return to
its place of origin, its home, through the constellations and
planetary spheres.
Through the gate of Capricorn, along the galaxy,
and by the way of the seven spheres it must ascend. To
reascend to the unity of its source, it must pass through a
series of trials and migrations. The scene of these is the
grand sanctuary of initiations, the world.
Their primary
agents are the elements; the means, are the sorrows, the
trials and the calamities of life.
Thus the theories of the ancients were not mere
barren speculations; but a study of the means for arriving
at the great object proposed, the perfecting of the soul,
and, as a consequence, that of morals and society and the
state. The earth, to them, was not the soul’s home, but its
place of exile.
Its home and birth—place was Heaven. To
purify this soul of its passions, and weaken the empire of
the body over it, to give him true happiness here below, and
expedite his reascension to his home, was the object of
initiation.
*13.
(P 285]
The Senior Warden rises and approaches the candidate.

SW:
Brother (A.B.1, you will approach the altar in the
following manner:
Stand erect.
Advance your left foot.
Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the right to the
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heel of the left, forming the angle of a square. Now repeat
this step two more times.
Now advance your left foot
forward and to the right. Bring the heel of the right foot
to the heel of the left. Now advance your left foot forward
and to the lefL Bring the heel of the right foot to the heel
of the left.
Being now placed at the head of the coffin, you
will leap over the end of it, to a point one-third forward
and to the right of it. Now leap, from right to left, over the
coffin, to a point two-thirds from the head.
Finally, leap,
once again, from the left to the bottom of the coffin, both
feet forward, heels touching.
Worshipful Master, the candidate has taken the
required steps.
WM:
Fellow Craft, since this test of you has been
favorable, our confidence has increased.
We will shortly
disclose
to
you the
circumstances
relating
to
the
unprecedented crime that has cast consternation among us.
Before we may proceed, it will be necessary that you give us
the assurance that you will not disclose anything of that
which you will learn, either to the uninitiated, or to
apprentices, or the same to fellow crafts, your brothers.
You have been in search of light.
If you still
desire to advance toward it, you must now assume a solemn
and binding obligation, from which no earthly power can
ever free you.
It will in no way conflict with any duties
you owe yourself, your family, your friends, your country,
the human family, or your God; but it will bind you to
secrecy and fidelity, and to the performance of the great
duties of brotherhood.
Are you

willing

to

Master

of

take

upon

yourself

that

place

the

obligation?
CAN:

(ANSWER)

WM:

Brother

Ceremonies,

candidate to the altar.
The candidate is caused to kneel on both knees.
The Conductor places in
the candidate~s hands on the Holy Bible, over which a square and a
compasses are resting on the altar.
The Worshipful Master raps tbx~. times and all stand.
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WM:
My brothers, about and to order with your
sword in hand.
The candidate is prepared to take the
obligation of a Master Mason.
You will repeat the words which I am about to

I

say, exactly.
WM/
CAN:
I, {A.B.1, in the presence of the Great Architect
of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets of the degree of Master
Mason that may be confided in me to any person in the
world, who shall not be entitled at the time to receive them.
I furthermore promise and vow that I will bear
true allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Inspectors
General of the 33d Degree, and will pay due obedience to its
regulations, statutes and edicts; and that I will obey and
abide by the by—laws, rules, and regulations of the Lodge of
Master Masons, to which I may belong, so long as I continue
a member thereof.
Further, I will bear friendship and loyalty to all
brother Master Masons, their widows and orphans, and
pledge to help them according to my abilities and their
needs.
Further, I will maintain a Master Mason’s honor,
in his absence as though he were present, and carefully
preserve it as my own; that I will not injure him, nor
knowingly suffer others to do so, if within my power to
prevent, but, will boldly repel the slanderer of his good
name.
Further, I will venerate truth,
good; and flee falsehood, source of all evil.

source of all

Further, I will act as a true and faithful
craftsman, adhering to the principles of the square and
compasses, to answer signs and obey summons of a Lodge of
Master Masons, and to maintain the principles inculcated in
the former degrees.
Further, I will maintain and uphold the
Points of Fellowship in spirit as well as word.
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To all of which I do most solemnly pledge my
faith and honor; and if I should ever fail my obligation, may
I be disgraced by my brothers, as if having my body
severed into two parts, and my bowels torn out and burned,
and the ashes thereof scattered to the winds. May God aid
me to keep and perform the same.
WM:
Brother {A.B.}, what you have repeated may be
considered a serious promise, and as a pledge of your
fidelity, and to render it a solemn obligation binding on you
so long as you shall live, you will seal it on the Holy Bible
with your lips.
The candidate kisses the Bible.

WM:
Brother Senior Warden, as you are of the first
column of this temple, since the candidate has demonstrated
patience and steadfastness, and has served seven years as a
Fellow Craft, do you judge him worthy of being admitted
among us?
SW:

Yes, Worshipful Master.

WM:
Brother Junior Warden, do you, likewise, judge
him worthy of being admitted among us?
.7W:

Yes, Worshipful Master.

WM:
Your progress in Masonry is marked by the
position of the square and compasses. When you were made
an Apprentice, both points of the compasses were hid. In
the Second Degree one point was disclosed. In this degree
both are exhibited, implying that you are now at liberty to
work with both those points to render the circle of your
Masonic duties complete.
Arise, newly obligated brother.

(DONE)

*14.
[p 2941
Having finished
his
devotions, Hiram
was
returning by the south entrance, when he was accosted by
the first of the villians, who for want of another weapon,
had armed himself with a 24-inch gauge, and in a
threatening manner demanded the secrets of a Master.
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The candidate represents Hiram.
The Junior Harden acts as .Tubela and
stands in front of. and facing, the candidate and his Conductor.
The
Conductor will answer for the candidate.

HIRAM:

Craftsman, why are you not at work?

JUBELA:
Master, I seek this time to talk with you.
I
have retained this inferior rank for too along a time, and I
desire to be advanced. Admit me into the office of Master.
HIRAM:
I cannot. I alone an unable to accord you this
favor. It must be done with the assistance of my brothers,
King Solomon and King Hiram, of Tyre, and only after you
have completed your time and have been sufficiently
instructed.
I will pass on your request to the Council of
Masters when we next meet.
JUBELA:
I am well enough instructed. You will not pass
me unless you give me the Word of the Masters.
HIRAM:
You are insane! This is not the way to receive
the Master’s Word.
Work and persevere, and you will be
rewarded.
JUBELA:

I want the Master’s Word or I will take your life!

HIRAM:

You cannot receive it!

Zubela taps on the throat of the candidate with the 24—inch gauge and steps
aside.

*15.
[p 294]
The Senior Warden plays Jubelo and stands in front of. and facing, the
candidate and his Conductor.
Jubelo roughly grabs the candidate’s
shoulder.

JUBELO:

Master Hiram, give me the Word of a Master!

HIRAM:

It cannot be given!

JtJBELO:

I want the Word of a Master or you shall die!

HIRAM:

I will not!

.Tubelo taps on the left breast of the ~Midate
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*16.
[p 295]
The Worshipful kiaster plays Jubelum and steps in front of the candidate and
his Conductor, and seizes the candidate by the shoulder, pushing.

JUBELUM:
Word!

Master Hiram,

you

will

give

me the

Master’s

HIRAM:

I cannot!

JUBELUM:
shall die!

You will give me the secrets of a Master or you

HIRAM:
Rather death than to violate the secret which to
me has been confided!
Jubelwn taps on the forehead of the candidate with the setting maul.
The
candidate is gently pushed backward into the empty coffin. A funeral pall
is placed over the candidate so that he can no longer see anything that is
happening to him.

JUBELA:

Is he dead?

JUBELUM: I do not know,
examine for yourself.

nether

JUBELO:
nothing.

There he lies.

JUBELA:

Did he speak no words?

do

I care.

You can

He is dead, and we have gained

JUBELUM: Nothing, after he fell.
As I struck him, he
threw up his hands in front of his forehead, crying, “Oh
Lord, My God, is there no help for the Widow’s son!”
JUBELO:
Though the earth drinks the blood, it will still
cry to heaven from the ground, like that of Abel.
Let it
cry. What is the blood of man more than the blood of the
beast.
If the Avenger of Blood pursues, no city of refuge
will protect us.

—58—

SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF THE LODGE
*17.
[p 296]
.the body (candidate) lies, and taking the coffin, they carry it three
times around the lodge room. Then lowering the coffin to the ground, they
cover all, except for the candidate’s head, with a dark cloth or carpet.

*18.

[p 301]
...“Oh, that my throat were cut across and my
tongue torn out by the roots, that I had been an accessory
to so great a crime.”
And the second voice said, “Oh, that my heart
were torn out from by breast and thrown to the beasts of
prey, that I should have conspired to take his life.”
And the third voice added, “Oh, that my bowels
torn out and burned to ashes, and the ashes scattered to
the winds of heaven, that I should have murdered our
Master Hiram.”
*19.
[p 308]
Azariali and three brethren advance, bend down, and make as if removing the
covering on the grave.

BRi:
Look! That which was the Architect!
who came from God. Maobon!
BR2:
Makhba-nak!
was hidden!

The one

The place where the one murdered

AZARIAH:
Here lies the remains of the Master Hiram.
here is his jewel!
The veil. over the candidate’s head, is parted.
uign of horror then the sign of despair.

SOLOMON: Oh Lord,
of the widow? The
bravely, refusing to
Masons an emblem of

Look,

Solomon then gives the

my God! Is there no help for the son
Master Hiram is no more. But he died
betray his trust, and shall ever be to
fidelity and honor.
—59—

SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF THE LODGE
Thu will see by the nature of the tools
abandoned in this pit, the class of workmen whom we must
search for.
The murderers cannot escape.
The unseen
Avenger of Blood pursues them.
Alas, my brethren, since the fatal moment that
we have been deprived of our master Hiram, the world has
stopped, in darkness most heavy.
All the work has been
suspended. In our grief we have nothing to venture, but to
recover the light. We lament the wickedness of this crime.
A brother of virtue so rare has succumbed; to him alone
possessed the secret of the initiated work. Who will dare,
this day, to introduce himself and follow after?
Solomon again gives the sign of horror then the sign of despair.

SOLOMON:

Oh Lord, my God!

of the widow!

Is there no help for the son

The Master’s Word is lost!...
*20.

[p 309]
...the sign involuntarily given by brothers
Adoniram and Tsadoc at first sight of the body shall be the
Sign of Horror.
And, as I have silently resolved, the first
words which were spoken at the grave shall be substituted
in lieu of the Master’s Word, until three masters shall know
and be able to communicate it on the Five Points of
Fellowship.
My brethren, you are charged to be particularly
careful in observing whatever casual sign, token or word
might occur among you while engaged in this last sad
tribute of respect.
*21.
[p 3101
ADON.:

By the grip of an Apprentice.

The Junior Harden steps over the coffin, takes the index finger of the
right hand of the candidate, and pulls lightly.

ADON.:

Boaz!
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The Junior Warden feigns to see the finger of the candidate slip.
raises his hands to the sky and then lets thee fall with despair.

ADON.:

Oh Lord, my God!

He

The flesh leaves the bone!

SOLOMON: Brother Tsadoc, how shall this brother be raised
to the new life?
TSADOC:

By the grip of a Fellow Craft.

The Senior Warden steps over the coffin, takes
right hand of the candidate, and pulls lightly.

TSADOC:

the middle

finger of the

Jachin!

The Senior Warden feigns to see the finger of the candidate slip.
raises his hands to the sky and then lets them fall with despair.

TSADOC:

Oh Lord, my God!

He

All has come asunder!

SOLOMON:
My brethren, is it not so that you will succeed
to raise the body of our Master.
Do you not recall that
union makes for strength, and that without the help of
others, we are unable to do anything.
My brethren, assist
me.
The Worshipful Master (Solomon) places his feet next to the feet of the
candidate, bends toward him, takes hold of him by the right hand, and draws
him up, aided by the brethren. The Worshipful Master then places his left
hand around the back of the candidate, at the neck, and assumes the
position of the “Five Points of Fellowship: (foot to foot, knee to knee,
breast to breast, hand to shoulder, head to head).
In this position he
passes the Sacred Word.

SOLOMON:

Mah-hah-bone.
Mah

CAN:

Hah

SOLOMON:

Bone.

Solomon steps back and raises his hands.

SOLOMON:

The Grand Architect of the Universe be praised!

The Worshipful Master, taking his sword in hand, lays the naked blade on
the candidate’s head, and the Jwdor Warden holds the two points of the

-61-

I’ll—

SECRET WORK

THE BOOK OF THE LODGE
compasses.
The Worshipful Ilaster strikes
the head of the candidate, saying;

three

tines with his mallet on

WM:
May remorse and self-contempt, symbolized by
the two points of the compasses, torture you until until
death if you should ever violate your Masonic obligations.
*22.
[p 310]
He then strikes three blows with his mallet on the blade of the sword, over
the candidate’s head, saying:

WM:

Loyalty, Honor, Truth!

I will now communicate
words of this degree.

the

signs,

grips

and

My brother, there are three signs of a Master
Mason: The Sign of Order is made by standing and bringing
towards the heart the open right hand, palm upward, the
fingers of which are separate and the thumb erect as much
as possible, holding the hand horizontally, the right arm
close to the body.
The Sign of Recognition is made after you have
been placed in order, by drawing the hand horizontally, as
if to cut the breast with the thumb raised. Raise the hands
to the height of the head, the ends of the fingers touching,
and say, “Oh Lord, my God!” Let the hands now fall on the
apron, in an attitude of surprise and astonishment. This is
also called the Sign of Horror and alludes to the shock of
finding the body of the Master Hiram.
The Sign of Distress is made placing, palms out,
the two hands on top of the head, or on the forehead, the
fingers of which are interlaced.
Then say, “Come to my
assistance, you children of the widow!” To this cry or to
this gesture, all Masters who observe this Sign are obliged
to hasten to the aid of the brother so giving it. The Sign
of Distress, in certain situations, may be made simply and
quickly by the reversing of the hands on the head, and
without uttering the cry for help.
The March of a Master Mason is made with the
five steps of a Fellow Craft. Now raise the right leg in a
semi—circle partially right and step forward. Now raise the
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left leg and turn partway
bring the leg high enough
Finally, raise the right leg,
forward and to the right,
heel, forming the angle of a

to the left, and step forward,
to avoid an imaginary obstacle.
and repeat the maneuver, moving
bring the left leg up, heel to
square.

The True Grip of a Master is made on the Five
Points of Fellowship.
It is made by each brother
approaching and placing their right feet, touching, side by
side. Each brother then positions right knee to right knee,
left hand on the other’s right shoulder, breast to breast.
Taking each other’s right hand they make the Strong Grip of
the Master, by gripping so that the four fingers grip the
wrist of the other. In this position, they whisper in the ear
of the other the Sacred Word.
The True Grip of a Master signifies that even if
a brother has, by sin and shame, sunken, in his own
estimation and that of the world, into the depths from which
there seems to be no redemption, still you will endeavor to
raise him from this death to a new life of manliness, honor,
and virtue, not contenting yourself with one trial, nor with
two, but using in the third every means and inducement in
your power.
The Sacred Word, or “the Substitute Word”, is
not ever to be pronounced, much less written. In order to
communicate it between Master Masons, they must whisper it
by syllable, the one to the other, orally, as follows:
(TO THE SENIOR DEACON)

Give me the Sacred

Word.
SD:

The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced.

WM:

How will you give it?

SD:
We may only syllable it.
I will give you the
first syllable and you will give me the second.
MAR.
WM:

HAM.

SD:

BONE.

WM:
This word, as well as the French derivative
“Makhbenak”, signifies “the place where the body of the
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murdered one ~ras hidden.” Remember, when one demands of
you the Sa~re~ ~ord of a Master, you shall respond: “The
Sacred Wcr~ cam~ot be pronounced. We may only syllable i~.
I will give ycu the first syllable and you will give me the
second.
You received the Sacred Word on the Five Points
of Fellowship. The Five Points of Fellowship you remember
are foot to foot, knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to
shoulder, and head to head.

The password of a Master Mason is TUBALCAIN,
who was the son of Lamakh, and a worker in brass and iron.
The Battery of a Master Mason
is made by
slowly clapping the palms of the hand, seven times, thus:
*** *).
You will repeat the Battery with me. (DONE)
When a brother asks you your age, you should
reply that you are “Seven years of age and more
Brother Senior Deacon, you may return to your

station.

(DONE)
*23.

[p 340]
The Five Points of Fellowship are foot to foot,
knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to shoulder, and head
to head.
Foot to foot...

Knee to knee...
Breast to breast...
Hand to shoulder...
Head to head...
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*24.
[p 3431
JW:
The better to observe the sun at his meridian
height; to send the workmen to their labors and recall them
from work to refreshment, that the Worshipful Master may
have honor and glory thereby.
WM:
(1 RAP) Brother Senior Warden, where is your
station in the lodge?
SW:

In the west, Worshipful Master.

WM:

Why do you occupy the west?

SW:
As the sun sets in the west to close the day, so
is the Senior Warden in the west to assist the opening and
closing of the lodge, to pay the workmen, and send them
away content and satisfied.
WM:

Where is the Master’s station in the lodge?

SW:

In the east, Worshipful Master.

WM:

Why in the east, my brother?

SW:
As the sun rises in the east to begin his course
and open the day, so is the Worshipful Master in the east to
open the lodge, to direct it in its work, and to enlighten it
with his knowledge.
WM:

Brother Senior Warden, what age are you?

SW:

Seven years and more.

WM:

Why do you say this?

SW:
Seven years and more is an undetermined
number that expresses the age of wisdom and represents the
maturity of a Master Mason.
WM:

What is the length of time that Masons work?

SW:

From high noon until midnight.

WM:

What is the hour?
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SW:

~s midnight.

WM:
S~ze t is midnight and this is the hour, our
work has e~i~ j~ the Middle Chamber. Brother Senior and
Junior Wardens. mv-ite the brethren of the two columns to
join with yo~ ~d ~e in closing this Lodge of Master Masons.
SW:
closed.

Breth—en in the north, this lodge is about to be

JW:

Brethren in the south, this lodge is about to be

closed.
The Worshipful ilaster raps three times and all the brethren stand

WM:

My brethren, the Great Source and Origin of all

that is, having allowed us to receive the Master’s Word, let
us, that it may ever remain engraved upon our hearts, and
we be not again plunged into darkness, cleanse our souls of
all impurities, and pray for his aid and support.
PRE:
Grand Architect of the Universe, immortal and
inexhaustible source of light and life, the workmen of this
temple give you thanks, ascribing to you whatever that is
good, useful, or glorious there may be in the works of this
day. Continue to protect them. Guide them inward in the
way that leads toward perfection, and let harmony, peace
and concord ever cement their work.
Let friendship and
good works ever adorn this temple and here dwell and
inhabit.
Let generosity, loving kindness and courtesy
always characterize the brethren of this lodge, and in the
outer world help them to show by their words and conduct
that they are true children of the light. Amen.
All:

So mote it be.

WM:
In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council, of
the 33d and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Free—masonry, for the Southern Jurisdiction of the
United States, and by virtue of the authority in me vested
as Worshipful Master of this lodge of Master Masons, I
declare it to be duly closed. With me, my brethren.
All give, the Worshipful ilaster leading, the battery (3 x 3).
followed by the sign three times, each time saying:

All:

Huzza!
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The Junior Warden raps (UU~ ~
3).
followed by the Senior Warden, and then
the Worshipful Master, each rapping (333 332 3).

WM:
(1 rap) The lodge is closed, my brethren. Go in
peace, but first swear to keep profoundly secret every thing
here done and transacted this night, not proper to be
revealed.
Beginning with the Senior Warden, all brethren pass in
procession in front of the Worshipful Master, who, standing
at the entrance of the Orient, holds out the hilt of his
sword.
Each, in turn, lays his right hand on the hilt,
saying:
BR:

I vow.
END DEGREE 3 SECRET WORK

—67—

SECRET WORK

THE BOOK OF THE LODGE

—68-

r~9S •.-;t •.•v

*0

XOOE 3EL1J

AG& IIACLL

+

~IaEWVHO TI~[~EIY~ ThL
CRY

Bo~Ioa

3ThT1

U~LC)~ 1L4... L~2LL

INDEX.
GENERAL MATTERS, AND DEGREE OF APPRENTICL
PA6U

INTRODUcTORY REMARKS ON THE RiTuiL.. .....

L—MAsoNaY, DEFINITION AND ODJEcTS o~........
11.—THE LODGE; ITS Oriicziis, DECORATIONS, ETC..
111.—TITLEs, BADGES, CLOTHING, ETC...............
IV.—VIsIToRsANDHOKous.......................
V.—THE PROPOSING A~D ELEcTING OF MEMBERS...
VI.—REGULLTIONSOFTHELODOE..................
VIL—APARTMENTS CONNECTED WITH THE LODGE.....
DEDATEANDDECISION......................

VIIL—ORDEII OF BUSINESS....

........

..............

IX.—MISCELLANEOVS PROYISIONS..................
X.—ENTEUED APPRENTICE—OPENING.............
XIL—EI±MINATIOIr OF VxsxToRs...................

1111.—RECEPTION: FIRST DEGREE............ ......
XIV—
U
THE1~-rERnOGiTION.... ........

XV..—.

“

XVI.—

“

THEJOURNEYS...................

XVIIL—
“
EXPLANATION OF CERE~IONIES, Ero.
XIX.—ORArJOx; ADDRESS TO Vx~IrOas, ETf2..........
XX.To CLOSE •.. ......••• ...ee..e•ee••*q••e••
XJ~I.—INsTRuc~rzON.. .. ............... ............
XX.IL—T.ABLE,OR BANQUET, LODGE..................
..

.

7
13
14
21
22
25
36
37
43
39
40

47
63

64
80
97

121
151
160
160
163

DTTBODUOTORY.
Tins Ritnal represents In its Ceremonies the peculiarities of a
particular Masonic System.
It is therefore not to be regarded as a mere formula, that may
be altered at pleasure.
Those portions which are of greater importance are to be di.tinguished from those of lose moment. The former are sacramental, and must in all cases be strictly observed. With the latter, a devnrtUre from the stated forms of expression Is allowable.
Of the portions which permit of no alteration are to be reck.
oned the forms of opening and closing the Lodge, and those
uarts ofthe ceremonial of preparation and initiation which apply
Immediately to the matter itself. The lessons of instruction may
in part be omitted, and afterward given the Initiate to read;
the prayers may be varied and departed from, when It appears
proper. Still, it would not seem desirable, even as to these portions, to be too solicitous for new forms or expressions, as tha
Ritual itself olers sufficient Variety. He who can be stimulated
only by continual variations of phrase, shows thereby that the
emptY forms engage his attention far more than the meaning
which tbe forms envelope. It is also exceedingly desirable that
all the Brethren abould, by rreqnent repetition3 make themselves
gAoroughly conversant with the very terms and phrases used in
the work; the uniformity and permanency whereof form, as It
were, a force of cohesion, that binds together Iu unity all the
Brethren of the Lodge.
The Rituals of these de1grees of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite are only tab. found in the French language. But
it seems evi 1gw. that much of the formulistic portion of the
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work i~ translated, not very literally or closely, from the English;
which was doubtless done when the Zrst English Lodge was
established in France; and therefore, in re-translating, the old
and sacramental phraseology is retained In this Ritual as the
true equivalent of the French, though it does not always follow
it word for word. On some points, where the .Ri~ .Mioderne difers
from the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, the variations are
given in notes.
In preparing this Ritual, the Sov.•. Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council at Charleston has nsed MSS. RiLuals in his
possession, and the “ Guide des Mapans &ossaie,” a printed
work, for the Ancient and Accepted flies; and MSS. Rituals, the
REgulateur Syrnbo!iqute and the 1?igidateur des .ilfapon*, for the
Ri~ Modern.. Ho has derived much assistance from the “Z7atdJeur Uniutreci,” In MSS., of de L’~1ulna~je, and the Ahiman lieson of Genr~ia, the work of III.’. Bin.. ROCKWZLL; and is
also under obligation to the Ritual of Bro.. V. A. Dx Cismo.

The old work is here much enlarr~ed; and the lectures of instruction have been in part written and In part compiled by himmeiC

I.
MASOI{RY.
~E7flflTION5

AND OBJECTS 07, ETC.

Maso~ntr, more appropriately called F3EE•MASO~rRT,—I.A
French, Franc Maponnerie,—has received many definitions.
The definition given of tbe Order by the Grand Orient of
France is: “The Order of Frank Masons is an associatIon
of wise and virtuous men, whose object is to live in perfect
equality, to be intimately connected by the ties of esteem, eonfidence, and friendship, under the name of Brethren; and to
stimulate each other to the practice of the Virtues.”
An English definition is, that “Free.Masonry is a system of

Morality, veiled in Allegory and illustrated by Symbols.”
Each definition is exceedingly imperfect. The Order of FreeMasons is, or ought to be, au association of intelligent, virtuous, disinterested, generous, and devoted men, regarding each
other as Free, Equals, and Brothers, and bound by the obligatious of Fraternity to render each other mutual assistance.
And Free-Masonry is a system and school, not only of morals,
but of political and religious philosopl~y, suggested by its Allegories and concealed under its Symbols. And, including in

itself several degrees of Knighthood, it is also a Chivalric Order,
requiring the practice and pertormance of the highest. duties of
the Man, the Citizen, the Patriot, and the Soldier.
The true definitiou of the Free-Masonry of the Ancicnt and

Acccpted Scottish Rite is this: It is an advance to~vard the
Light; a constant endeavor, in all its Degrees, to elevate the
Divine that is in Man, the Spiritual portion of his compound
nature, his Reason and his Moral Sense, above, and make It
dominant over, and master of, the human, earthly, and material
portion of his nature, his passions, and his sensual appetites.
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This Ritual is intended for i,uti—t*ction only, in the States. of
the Southern jurisdiction, where there are not Lodges working in
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; to be studied and un•
derstool before invcstiture with the fourth degree. For, without. it, the system of that Rite is incomplete, and even like a
fabric without foundation.

H.
TEl LODGE.
US

OFFICZ1IS,

DECORJTIOKS,

ETC.

The officers of a Lodge are twelve in number. They are,
and rank, as follows:

0.. 1. The Veneruble Master.

•99•
...... .Le VEnErable Maitre.
•.. 3. The Senior ~Varden.. ........ ... ..Le Premier Surveillant.
o.. 3. TheJunior Wardcn...............Le SecondSurveillant.

4. The Orator
.............LOrateur.
o.. 5. The Treasurer
I.e TrEsorier.
6. •The ...............
........... ..Le S4crEtaire.
3.. 7. The Aiwoner
..........Le HospiLalier on Aumonler.
‘~..
8. The Senior Deacon or Experi......Le Premier Diacre on l’Ex.
pert.
2j.. 3. The Master of CeremonIes......9 .Le Idaltre des Cdrdmonies.
•.. 10. The Junior Deacon or Assistant
Expert
........
......LeSecond DiacrepuCourreur.
•.. 11. The Steward

..............LeMaltredcaRerecLiona.

12. The Standard.Bearer........... .Le Porte•Etendazd.
There I. also always a Tiler (Tuilleur) (t) on the outside of
the entrance-door of the Lodge •room
There may also be a Pnrsui~ant ( 4~ ), to be seated close to the
door ou the inside, and to attend to alarms there.

The Lodge is an oblong square or parallelogram, about onefourth of which is separated from the other three-fourths by a
railing, and its flooris higher than that of the body of the Lodge
by three small steps. In the middle of tbe railing is an opening
• 5o~etImes the 5eci~etaiIat Is dktld.d betweem two o~cem; the Keeper of the Seela
maid the Keeper f Ike ArchJv*.

M
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nine fcct wide. The railing should be made with small gilt
rods and horizontal bir~, from which light-blue curtains bang.
The height of tbcse should not be more than five fcet.
Tbc part of thc Ilall so cut. off from thc rcst, is, or is sup-

posc’d to he, the E~tern part of it. It is tbercfore called “The
East,” or “The Orient.” The principal cntran~e to the Hall
is always at the opposite end, or in the ~Vest.
The finor of the body of tlic Lodge repreMents a Mosaic or
Te&~elatcd Pn~eme,it, bcin~ coml)oscd of alternate hozen~es of
black and wbitc, with a wide bordering all round it, which,
accommodntiiig itself to the indentations of the lozenges, Is
of course “indented” or “denticulated.” The color of this
bordering should be sky-blue.
At the extreme East is a platform, to which one ascends by
three steps. On tbi~ is an arm-chair for the Venerable Master.
In front of him is a triangular table, on which are to be a naked
sword, a mallet, three lights, and implements for writing.
On each side of the Master’s table should be a light, slender,
fluted column, of the composite order, an arch springing from
one to the other. From tbe middle of the arch depends an
equilateral trianglo of bars of yellow metal, in tbe centre of’
which, fixed to invisible wires, is the old flebrew letter at
[JT~i)
On the right of the Master, to the front, within the railing, Is
the altar of incense, a short, truncated, fluted column; and between the door and the South is the altar of ablutions, a like
truncated column.
The Brctbren at large sit on the North and South sides of the

Hall, the scats and J3rethren on each side being styled the COLuiz~r of that side. The Senior Warden sits in the extreme West,
opposite the Master; and the Junior Warden on the South side
near to the wall, half-way the column of the South; or in the
WeRt, on the South side of the Senior Warden.

Each sits on

a platform raised one step, and has a table before him, like
the Master’s, and on each table are a aword, a mallet, and LAree
119/its. On each side the table of each is a column, those of
the Senior Warden, C’orinfhian, those of the Junior Warden,
Ionic.
All the tables, the altars, time seats, and the stool of the altar

•
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of obligation, are covered with bright blue cloth; and curtains
of the same extend to the floor in front of the tables of the three
~ignitaries. On each cmmrtaimm of the Master’s table is emnbroidered, imi crimson, or painted, a SQUARE: on each of those of the
Senior Warden’s, a LEVEL: and on each of those of tIme Junior
Warden’s, a PLu~zn
Toward the Eist is spread on the floor, at thu proper time,
the TRAcING-BOARD of the Degree in which the Lodge may be
working; a square or oblong cloth, painted on which are the
Symbols or Emblems of the Degree.
Oii the West side of the Tracing-Board is the Altar of Obligation, square and ~1feet high, with a brazen place eorering tbe
top, and horns or flames of brass at eacb corner. Upon this
altar will always be the Hebrew Pentateuch, or a roll of parchment representing it, the Book of Constitutions, the SQUARE
and the CoMPAss, the latter always opened to 60 degrees.
On each of the East, South, and West sides of the altar, respectively, must always be a lighted candle, the three forming an
equilateral triangle. Each dAOLdd be long and large, and of
blue wax, the eandlesticks upon slender pedestals about three
feet in height.
There is room for a person to pass between the wall and the
seats of the Senior and Junior Wardens, respectively. The
same is the case with the Master’s seat.
The walls of tIme Lodge should be hung from ceiling to floor
with light-blue cloth. This must at least be the case with the
East.
On each side of the entrance is a column, proportioned according to time dimensions given in the Book of Kiimg~, and consequently short and heavy in proportion to its diameter; these
dimensions, as there given ammd corroborated by Ezekiel, being
18 cubits in height, and the capitals upon them U additional
cubics, ammd the diameter 4 cubits.
‘lime capitals should be carved as if formed of the seed-vessels
of tbe locus, covered with wreatlms or chains, and lace or network, amid surmoummted byjmme~rammames. The one on the South
is called YA.xaYIY; that on the North, BAA; or BoAz: [r:’ and
Wa]. Timey were undoubtedly, like those given on the next page,
•from an ancient Egyptian Temple.
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In the centre of the Mosaio pavement is a five-pointed Star,
emitting rays.
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The capital (or chapiter) and upper portiomm of an Egypci:mmi
wlumn next given, are also copied front Gau’i Great ~Yorkon
the Antiquities of Nubi;i1 published by the Frcncb Governmcmmt.
In this there are three rows of imiLaLion’~ or time seed-vessel or
the 1o~eta or lily, which was tho lily-work” of time columns of the
Tcmplo of Solomon, and which the capital as a whole repre-

sen~a.
By measuring the height and diameter of the columns on
this page, It, will be seen tbat the proportions of these are
tIme camue, or neady £o~ as those of the Temple at Jerusalem,
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as given in time Book of Kings; and also that the proportion
of the hoiglat. of time capital to the height of the shaft Is as sLated
In that Book.
Visitors, entitled to be so, are seated in the East, on either aide
of the Master.
Tb. seats of the other officers will appear by the plan given
above, in which each is desigmiated by limo character prefixed to
each in time list. There are oblong tables for two Secretaries,
or one and Imis assistaut: and also one for the ‘i’reasurcr and
one for the Orator.
On the Altar of Incense axe a tripod, canNer, and cups containing perfimnmes for burning. On that of ablutions is a brazen
layer always containing pure water.
On time North gide of th. Hall arc four columns, two Tuscan
and two Done, uf the same h~ightas tbose of the ~Vardens.
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In addition to the Altar liglmts, and those before the officers,
there must he twelve movable lights, always ready for the reception of visitors.
TIme points of the Square upon the Ahar must be toward
the East; conFequcntly, those of the Compass toward the West.
If the Lodge possesses a regular Gavel of steel, it should also
be on tIme Altar.
As the Tracing-Board or Painting contains the Symbols of
Free-Masonry, it is always spread out when the Lodge is at
work. The Deacons will spread it., while the Brethren are being
clothed, before opening.
On time Treasurer’s table will be two lights, implements
for writing, the bo~ of fraternal assistance or for contribut.ions, and the clothing and insignia for the candidate.
On the Secretary’s table, besides his books and papers, two
lights, the Register of Visitors, the ballot-box, and the pouch
Propositions, which is a bag of velvet or silk, attacheci to a
small hoop, and with a short handle.
The ceiling will represent the Heavens. Over the East is
painted a great Sun, shining; over the Senior Warden, a Crescemmt Moon; over the Junior Warden, a ~ve-point.ed Star.
All around the wall, just below the ceiling, is painted, in
French Lodge; a knotted cord or rope (La l4OUype dcnteZJe),
about six inches in diameter, with tassels dependent from it at
each corner. The knots arc 81 in number. This is not used in
this jurisdiction.
On the ceiling, also, particular Stars and Constellations are
painted. In time centre, tIme three stars in the belt of ORzo~; and
between them and the Northeast, the PLEIADKs and HYLDES,
one of which is ALDEDJr.AX; half-way between ORJO~I and the
Northwest, RUGLLUS in Leo; in the North, URSA MAJOR; in the
Northwest, Ancr~Rus; West of Regulus, SPICA YauGzi~Is; in
the West, ANTARES; in the South, FO~1ALUAUT; over the East,
also, is Jupirin, and over the West, V~rus; MERCURY, close to
the Sun; and Mins and Saxuux, near the centre of the ceiling.
The Stars in the belt of Orion represent the number 3; the
H!,iadea 5; the Pkiades and (.Traa .Afojor, 7. The five royal
Stars are ALDEBILLN, ARCrURU5, REGULUS, A.NT.LRR5, and FoXAUU UT.

III.
TITLES, BADGES, CLOTHING, ETC.
I~ the first two degrees, the Master is styled VENELLILE:
the other Dignitaries and Officers are styled, simply, BROTUER

and

Br.ETmmRE~.

In the third degree, the Master is styled Wor.srmIPruL; the
~~ardenq
MOST ~ENERADLE; amid the Master Masous, other
than the three Digmaitaries, VENERABLE.
~~7”It is not allow:iblc, in addressing or speaking of an Officer or Brether, in tIme 3l:~ster’s Lodge, to omit Isis proper title.
The terms .Dc’tr, and T’~ry Dear, prL.fized to the word .DrotAer,
or .Drctkrcn, in a.idrcs~ing an Officer or Brother, or Officers or
Brethren, are represented in the Ritual by tIme Initials D:. or
V.~. D...
The jewels or badges of the Digntarics and Officers are:
Forthe Mastcr...........
A Square.
For the Senior ~Vare1en.......... .A Level.
For the immimior ~Varjen........
..A Plumb.
YorthieOrator..................An
Open Book,oraRoll.
For the Tri.•a.smmrer...... ........
.Two Keys, crusscd.
For the Secretary....... ..... ... .Two Pemm~, crossed.
For the Almommer.... ............An Open hamad.
For the Expert . .. .... . .... . .... . .A Gavel.
For the Master of Ceremonies.... The Compasses, opened to
00 degrees in the Arc of
a Circle graduated.
For the Assi.itant Expert.........The 24-inch Gauge.
For the Siewnrd................Two ~Vauds, crossed.
For the Standard-bearer......... .A Pennon.
For the Pursuivant..
-. .. An Arrow.
For tIme Tilcr... ..........
....
..A Sword.
If tIme Secretariat is divided:
For the Kue1ier of the Seals...... . A Signet-fling.
For the Keeper of the Archirci.. .Tivo Pens, crossed.
Each Jewel enclosed inatriangle; and the whole ofSilver, and
.,ot more than two inches in hieagth.
2
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TISITOJiS AND UONOUS.

TIme dress should he a black coat, black pantaloons, and black
or white vest. 3Ia~ter Masons wear their hats in cach of the
Lod~cs.
The elotleana is a ~vi,arc apron of white lamb.skin (viol of cotton or linen), tied by a blue silk coral, wlmiclm ends in front with
tassels. The aj,mo,m is cmmtircly l)lain, without any emblems Or
devices, lined ~vitlmlight-blue silk, and edged with light.blue
-ribbon, no mnore or le!s tlm~sn half an immclm wide. The flap is
cut to a point in the middle, and lined and edged liLe time main
apron. TIme widtlm amid dc’ptlm of tIme apron, fourteen incimet’.
Time Dignitarks alone wear .earrs of Ii~ht-b1ue silk. All Officers and Br~Almren wear swords, sicel-imilted, with light-bluo
belts rouna the body. The scabbard is of blue leather and steelmounted.
All wear white cloves. These are part. of the clothing. They
should be of silk or white leather.

Iv.
VISITORS .A.KD ~[O~ORS.
Lodge has a Book, called The Register of Visitors.
Before the Lodge opP.ns, this book is taken to tI)e ante-room,
and no Yisitor vamm be admitted until he has inscribed on the
Register his name, his Lodge, if a member of one, and his Office
or rank. When all are inscribed, the Book is taken into the
Lodge.
Visitors in po~scssion of other degrees and dignities than
those of the Ancient amid Accepted Scottish Rite, recognized in
tIme Stato or country where the Lodge is held, as Masonic, if supenor to those they hold in that INto, way be received with the
IIONORIS appropriate, not of right, but by courtesy.
The scale of equivalents is as follows:
TIme American and Engli~b floyal Arch Degrees, and those of
Royal and Select Master, are equivalent only to that of Perfection) or the 14th.
The degree of Templar, to that of Rose Croix.
BrEnT
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Time dignities of actual Grand Ma~tcr-of Masons of a State,
or Grand high Priest of a State, or tIme Presiding Officmr of a
Grand Council of loyal amid Selvct Masters of a State, and
of Graimd Commaaider of an Encaummpmucut or Teinplars of a State,
are equivalent to that of Gr:ind Commander of a Consistory of
the 32d degree, other than that of the jurisdiction.
No honors are rendered to past rank, outside of the Ancient
and Accepted lUte.
Of these four, a Grand Master of Masons has precedence; a
Grand C’mmnander of Tuniplars is next; a Grand 111gb-Priest
next; and a Presiding Ohicp.r of a Grand Council of U. and S.
I1a~tcrs, last.
TIme di~niuies of Grand King and Grand Scribe of a State
Grand Royal Arch Cimapter, and those of Generalissimo and
Captnin-General of a State Encamlirnemint of Templars, arc equivalent to that of Prince of the loyal Secret.
Those of Grand Senior amid Giamad Junior ~Varden of a Grand
Lodge, amid of the Second amid Third Officers of a Grand Council of II. and S. Masters, are eqmmivalvmmt to that of Eadosh. No
Honors are paid to other Subordlumate Officers of Grand Bodies.
The dignities of Grand .Master of Temuplars of the Vnited
States or of any other nation, and of General Grand I-ughPriest of time United States, are equivalent to that of Sovereign
Grand Inspector-General, not an active or Emeritus member of
the Supreme CounciL
The dignities of Generalissimo and Captain-General of Ternplars, of the United States, or of another nation, and of General
Grand King and Scribe of the General Grand Chapter of loyal
Arch Masons of tIme United States, are equivalents of that of a
Commander-in-Chief of a Comisistory of the 32d Degree.
Dignities of the Rite of MIsmaim, time Egyptian Rite, Rite of
Memphis or Ancient and Primitive Rite, and the Rite of The
Tempie at F~is, are not recognized.
In receirir’.g visitor~, the li~lmts taken out are termed Sinus.
Viskors are ia:roduced in classes, and ~iith tho honors following.
Brethren of the ~rst three degrees, the ]3rct.brcn standing
and under the Sign of order.
Masons of the 14th Dc~r~, with t.~ro Stars and two Swords.
The Princes of Jerusalem1 10th Degree, with three Stars and
three Swords.

2k
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I~nightS Rose Croix, Actual Masters of Blue Lolgcs, and
Actual Presiding Oflicers of Lodges of Perfection and Councils
of Princes of Jerusalem, witE four Stars and four Swords.
Kmmi~bts Kadosim and actual Presidimig Oflicers of Chapters of
flose Croix, WitI) five Stars and five Swords.
‘rho Actual Commander of a Council of Kadosh, and Princes
or tile J~oyal Secret, with six Stars and six Swords, and Arch
of ~tee1.
The Conimander-i,i-Cimief of a Grand Consistory other than
that of tIme Jurisdiction, with seven Stars and seven Swords, and
Arch of Steel.
Time Commander-in-Chief of time Grand Consistory of time
.lmmrisdiction, and all Deputy Inspectors-General of the 33d degree, regularly commissioned by the ~Mothmer-Supreme
Council,
and all Sovereign Grand Inspector’.Geueral, of the aad degree,
other tlman those hereinafter mentioned, witdm eight Stars and
eight Swords, and Arch of Steel.
All Active and Emeriti Members of the Mother-Supreme
Council, and her Special flepresentatives and Deputies, and
Active Members of otimer Supreme Couneil~ in alliance with the
)Iothvr-Supreme Council, within nimme Lights and nine Swords,
Steel Arch, swords clashing and mallets beating.
A Sovercign.Grand Commander of another Jurisdiction, or a
Past Sovereign Grand Commander of any Jurisdiction, with ten
Stars and ten Swords, Steel Arch, swords clashing and mallets
beating.
The Special Delegate and Proxy of the Sovereign Grand
Commander of the Jurisdiction, or time Lieutenant Grand Corn.
mander of the Jurisdiction, with eleven Stars md eleven
Swords, Steel Arch, swords clashiimmg and mallets beatin~.
Tbe Sovereign Grand Commnammder of the Jurisdiction, with
twelve Stars and twelve Swords, Steel Arch, swords clashing and
mallets beating.
But no honors are to be rendered to any Mason whose dignitv or rank in the Ancient and Accepted Rite shall be inferior
to timat of the Presidin~r Officer; nor when the Commander-inChief of the Grand Consistory of the State shall already have
been received and is present em~cept, in aumy ease, when the
~Tisitoris an active member of time Supreme Council, or a Sove-
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reign or Past Soverci~n Grand Commimaminder, or tlme special Dolegate or Proq of the Sorereigri Gr~mmd Commander.
While recci~ing vi~icors eutitled to houors, all time Brethren
and the Oflicers, except the 3Ia~tur, will be uncovered, lie nocorers to no on~

-V.
PROPOSIYG ASD ELECTLNG MEMBERS.
No Profane’ camm be admaicted who has not attained tIme age
of twenty-omine years, or who is not free-born, of free and not ser-

vile condition, of rm.~sjx,ctable prof~siomm, trade, or emplciyminmemt;
no atheist, nor iii his dotage; or ~vhois not master of lmi~ own
person ansi actions, of sommine de~rcc of education, at least able
to re.jd and write, of good clmaracwr, amind well recommended.
~o domestic or servant of any class can be amimnittesi; mmo
profe~sion:l gain hi L’r; imo IIer~on ~~-jthoutvisible means of decent sim~port; no omme fullowin~ any low, vile, abject employmentNo monk or Jesmmit Camin be admitted; nor any tool or instrimment of any ummlawhml tyrammimy or mm~mmrpation.
No person ~vh.jtcvcrcamin, ummdsr any jiretext, ever be admitted
to i degree wit Imout full payment of time regular fee.
Time final iote on time question of admmmi~omm ealimmot be taken
until tIme third nmectimm~ of time Lodge after amid immvlamdimmg that
at which lie is projo~esL
Time interval b~twcen propt~~al amid immitiation will re~nalarfy be
three mommtln~; but tlui~ ninay be reduced to Iorty.five days, if in
that time there lm:mve been tbreo tueetirmgs, with dume notice of
eaelm to all the Brethren.
In every case, die Petition for agiui~sion of tIn, Prolhne,
writteim and signed by Liruseif, will be presented, in the following form:
•Pr,fanm,a—a pcrson preflim.. @uts~de of itme Temple—one not or “The
Ilumase of mime luida1~d.u The wo~1 has uo odious mcaain;.

holy

“ To tAc 1Fc.rsAij~fid .Afastcr, the .31o4 T’m. A TFardcns and
Fe,,.-. Jlrclhrcn OJ~.
.Lotlj4 No.,
of Mc
SI.,ec of.. ....
of due ..ljacicng aud Acceptcd Scottisk
1?iic of Frccnu7so”ry.”
“1, A— B—, being free by l’irtb, :Lnd of time full age
of 1 welity-omme ycar.~, do det:l:mre tlm:mt, tin bi:m~vd by any Sul lLiIatiomm of fricimuis or otlmer~, omid mmnhmmllimemmcL•d by mere curiosity, or
imy mm~erccmmary or ot her unworthy munti ‘.ec, I fm\•clv amid voluto—
tarily c%fl~r niy~elf for ilme ~[y~tcrie~of Freemasonry ; that I am
rromm~rtc~l to do ~oby a flivuralik’ opimomin cosuccived of tIme J~’ra—
terimim v, by the desire of knowkd~c, amid a simmucre wish to be
serilceable to my fcllow-creaturu~; and that I will cheerfully
conform to nil the ancient usages and csiabhishcd customs of
the Order. I anm.....ycars of n~e; was bormi at.
‘in
am of time profe~ion [‘ ti~mdc,’ or ‘ciaploy.
niciut ‘] of. .
, and reside at
A—li—.”
“J?ecomnmcim dccl and vosw/ed /br by C— B
.ATe,’m bar ~f the LoJqa.”
,

This petition i.~ to be bammded by tIme vouchimig broLher to tIme
Master, in priiatc. Time ~‘ouulmermummist not be gilen witimout a

full :mmmd imitinmate acquaintance with lIme character, habits, and
dispn~iron of tl~e camididate ; ammd it. ap~ilmcs as well to his intellectual as to link moral character. No man wimo is not possessed
of the nwmmtal strcn~tlm and ability to mummderstand and rcdue the
imm,trmmetioti commYcyLd, some education and some taste fom study.1
ammd Capacity for rcfieutiomi, tier ammy perverse, ~)rugmnatical,or
eommtemmtiouS person, otughmi. to be allowed adini~ion, even to the
I~cs~cr Mysteries. Amid if time vommclmc’r lmresemmt a cJrunkamd,
gambler, seducer, cheat, or unihir dealer, hc mtm~t himself he
e~pehlcd from time Order. Tbe pIca of ignorance will not excuse imim. Every one recornnwmmds and vouebes as of personal
kimo’vlcdge, and accepts the risk.
The Master will, in time following form, propose tIme Profane in
o~iemm Lodge, in the Apprentice’s Dcgree, without in any manner
mmamniinmg or desigin~ating the Brother who l)resents amid vouches
f~jr him:

Q~e• ~ MyBrethrea, theProfane,A.... B.

...,
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oged
years, by profession [“ trade “. or “cmployrnent”J a
born at
and residing aL
is proposed,
and desires to be initiated into our Mysteries, and
to become a Member of this Lodge. My Brethren,
Senior and Junior Wardens, announce ibis to your
respective columns, and reqbcst the Brethren to pro.
cure in5rznation, by the next communication, in
regard to this Profane ; to the end that we may then
consider whether a Committee shall be appointed.
e.. ~ Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of time North, the Venerable Master
proposes the Profane1A.;........ B......
. .....

...•..,

......
•...

~..

...

....

....

00000

•~

.0

...-,

....

..

[repeatingthe particimhirs of age, etc.] to be initiated into
our Mysteries and to become a Member of this Lodge;
and he requests us to inform ourselves, by the next
communication, in regard to this Profane, to the end
that we may then consider whether a Committee shall
be appointed.
Brcthre~ who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master and the Brother Senior
Warden propose, etc., ~repeating time proposition in the iame
words]
Brother Senior Warden, it is announced.
e:. •‘ Vcnerable Master, it is announced.
,~‘

At the nc~. rncctin~ (between which and the former ~fteen d:ys mmms~- have eI:psed)~ the proposition will be taken up,
and the Master will say:

j” Brethren Senror and Junior Wardens, in.
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the Brethren to communicate to us such information as they may have gathered touching the Profane
]3.........., who was proposed for
initiation at the last communication.
e:. •~ Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Venerable Master
invites you, etc.
•r- Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master invites you, etc.
~Brothcr Senior Warden, it is announced.
)~ Venerable Master, it is announced.
Tue

~.•.

U

If any Brethren have any remarks to make, they rise in mccession, and a.~k the floor, by stretching out the rigbt hand.
The Warden on whose colmummimi they are, gives one rap with lila
blahlet, to which the other Wardemi replies by one rap, aud then
0 by one, amid time Ward~u of the Column says:

e:. or O..

J’

Venerable Master, a Brother on
my column asks for the floor.
o.. My Brother, you have permission to speak.
Brethren iii the East, wishing to speak, will ask 0 for the
fioor~
Tbis formula, according to which all announcements made in
the Lodge pn~s up or down through the respective dignitaries,
is sacramental under all circoznstaminces, and determines the Cs.
seutial character of regular ivork. No one can address the
Lodge or Master in any other way, at any time.
If more thami oue ask the floor at ODe time, the proper Warden will determine who ~rst asked it or caught his eye, and so
announce to the Uaster.
Any Brother may rise and demamid a Committee, without give
big a reason forit, inwbieti case one is appointed without a ballot.
If no one rises, 0 says, iii a low voice:

PROPOSING AND ELEGTING IIEMDEES.
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J~

Brother Senior Warden, there are no remarks to be made on my column.
0..

• t~r~ says aloud:

EB.. I’ Venerable Master, there are no remarks to
bo made on either column.
Thea, or whemi the discussion is eodcd, 0 says:

o..

Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, ascertain by the ballot whether any Brother demands
that a Committee be appointed to make strict inquiry
as to the Profane proposed.
e.. j’ Brother Junior Warden, it is the order
of
J
the Venerable Master that we ascertain, etc. ~
o J% Brother Master of Ceremonies, that we may
ascertain, etc., distribute the ballola.
•I

.‘.

2t gocs to the Secrctary’a table, and reccives the ballot-box.
It should have two drawcrs, onc in which tIme ballots deposited
arc to Eill, arid onc in which all are kept. lie takes the former
from the box, ammel shows • that it is empty. a then requests
the lJcmbers of the Lodge, of all the Degrees, to rise, and tlmey
are commnted by 2L, im and ~ rc~pcctivcly. Thcir count agreebig, 2~ reports it to • and he to 0, from Imis place. Then-as
many white balls and as many black onca arc counted out by A
and 2t, and placcd in thc drawer wherc tlmcy are kept, which
should have two compartancnts. The rest are rc~aimmcd by A.
Then 2~ goes round and gives each votcr a white and a
blackball. Then 0 says:

~y. •i’ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, announce to your columns that the ballot is about to
pass, to asccrtaiu whether any Brother demands that
a Committee shall be appointed to make strict inquiry

rnorosrNo aim
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as to the Profane proposed. A. black ball will deniand the Committee.
‘ Brother .Junior Warden, and Brethren who
grace the colutuu of the North, the ballot is about to
pass, etc.
a .. .t’ Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the ballot is about to l)ass, etc.
21 now takes the box and receives tIme ballots. lie goes first to
0, tlmen to ~, then to 0, and then to the other orncers in due succession, thmema to any Brethren entitkd to vote, who may be in the
East, nuad then places it osm the Altar, amid the 1313.. advance one by
one, and vote, each first giving 0 tIme sign. Then the Tileris called
an, the Pmmrsuivnamt or a Brother relievimawa him, and hue, being in—
formed of the matter by 0, deposits Imis vote, aiid retires again.
In receivimag tIme votes, 2j must keep his hand before the opening
of time box amad turn away his bead.
Whelm all bnve voted, 21 carries tIme box to 0, then to
and
thou to 0, each of whom examines the ballots. Then 0 says :

•,

Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, how
stands the ballot?
0:.

,~

If the number of ballots and voters do Dot agree,

•

asks:

]3rother Junior ~
how is the ballot in
the South?
o .. BroUer Senioi’ ‘~Yarden, the ballot is unequal
and inexact.
~ ‘~TelIerable Master, the ballot is unequal
nud iuexact in the West, on the South and North.
O.. Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, the
ballot being uuequal and inexact, in the South, North
aud East1 ascertain, by another ballot, whether any
Brother demands, etc.
~..
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Another ballot is again taken and examincd, as before.
If the ballot is umnminiously white, and not unequal and inexact, it is thus announced:
~:.

J~ Brother Junior Warden, how is the ballot

in the South?
a .~. J’ Brother Senior Warden, the ballot is equal
and exact, and fair in the South.
J’ Venerable Master, the ballot is equal and
exact, fair in the South, and dear in the North and
West.
0.~. J’ The ballot is equal and exact,fair in the
South, dear in the North and West, and DRIGIIT ift
the East. Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, announce to your columns, that no Brother demanding a
Committee, none will be fl1)l)ointed, and the ballot, on
the application of the Profane, will be passed at the
next meeting of the Lodge.
G:. J’ Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column or the North, the Venerable Mastcr
informs you that, no Brother demanding, etc.
~.•.

o.~.

4t’ Brethren who grace the column of the

South, the Venerable Master informs you, etc.
If the ballot shows a black bali,

0 will

answer, when asked

bye how the ballot is in the South:

o ..

J~ Brother Senior Warden, the ballot is dark

in the South.
~ Venerable Master, the ballot is dark in
the West, on the South and North.
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o..

Brethren Senior and Junior Wardqns, inforiti your colitiuins that a Committee being demanded,
one will be appointed, to report at the next meeting.
e.. ~ Brother Junior Warden, BretIirci~ who
grace he column of the North, the Venerable Master
in fu mis you that, etc.
~ Brethren who grace the column of the
U
South, the Venerable Master informs you that, etc.
•I

The Master will appoint the Committee, always of three,
without waking it known to the Lodge of whom it is composed;
and any inforanatioss desired by a Brother to lie given to the
Committee, must be coninaunicated through the Master. The
Master will designate the Chairman of the CommiLtee.
At the iaext meeting, 2E, wbeu directed by o, will take
round the Pouch of Propositions, first in the East, amd theam on
the columns. lIe ~vihIpresent iL to every Brother in succession;
and every one must put in his hand, as if he intended to
p~t something in without being l)crccived. Thus the Cornniittee may put in their report, without any one knowing by whom
It. is domie. It. shiouhul be written on a thin square piece of pajJer,
folded up into small comnp:iss, so that, when it. is’ held in the
band, no one can see it. The Committee will thus remain unknown. The report will not lie signed, and the Profane ivill
be designated only by the ia~iLial-letter of his surmamue.
~ will n’¶kc, on time iusiamutes of proceedings of this coinzuuzsicntion, nnd of that ~~haenthe ProP~mae was proposed, only a
general mention of himum, without indic:itiaig his name, surname,
professioua, etc., age, or place of birth or residence. But on a
~cparate sheet, sealed, and authenticated by at least three signatures, he will cntcr these particulars, and all action land on the
propos’ilion, such as the appointment of a Committee, the reference to it, the ballot, etc., up to the nomneist. of aduumis~sion, if thaL
takes place. After ail,nis~ioma he will transcribe into the Book
of Arehuitenture (I~ecord), all that was committed to these “fugitive htaves.~
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The ~nmmittec will e~peciahly lnquiirc, not merchy into the
Iifc and morals of thin pcrson proposed, but into his disposition,
wh:4ithuer it be gcnial, kind, cqmuabk, zmgree:iblc, etc., or morose,
pra~maticaI, captminus, pct:ulammt, ansI thc like ; into the nature of
his leanings, his faults, and as to hii5 iumtelligcmuce, capacity, etc.
Aumd on all tlies~ points they will li:irticularly and specially report,
u~ot simply recommending admuissiom: or rojcctioii, or rcjorting
favorably or unfavorably; a systurn which experience has
proven to be too often a inure foniL
If the whole Committce, or two of tlucmn, report against admission, the Master will so announce, and the matter ends.
If all report favorably, or it~ two of theni do so, or if no Committee was demanded, the Master will say:

0.. My Brethren, in the communication of the
day of. . . . . . . . . . . . the Profane, A.. . . . .
.13...... ......,
was pro~)oSed to be initiated into
our Mysteries. Upon his application it was voted
that a Committee should be appointed. I appointed
a Committee of three to make the necessary investi•. ...

,

gations. Tl~e Committee has reported, to the effect
that, in admitting this Profane we shall acquire a
worthy Brother. (Or, tupo:u his application, no Committee was
dcnianded.] He, persists in his wish tQ be received.
The Brother Secretary will read the report. (It is ~eatl]:
Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, propose the
Profane, .A......... ... B..... . ..., to theBrethren
of your columns, and inquire if they desire to oiler
any remarks.
Each Warden makes the announcement, repeating the words
of 0, and following the formula of address already often
given. If there are any ruTlark.~, they are heard.
Then 0 directs it to be aunonneed that the ballot wilh pass

~iiorosixo
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on the question of rccr~iviug the Candidate, the white balls being for iL The vote is takinm and the result annoiwced, in all
rebliects as ahrin~:idy prescribed.
• If the ballot is uuanimou~, 0 says:

o..

‘

Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, ann-ounce to the Brethren of your columns; that the
ballot being fair iu the South, clear in the North
and West, and bright in the East, the Profane,
A...... .... B...... ...., is duly elected to be
initiated an Entered Apprentice Mason. At the
same time, iiivito all the Brethren to join me in
apj)lauding the result.
~..
~ Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the ~orth, the Venerable Master

informs you that the ballot, being, etc., and invites
you, etc.

o.~.

J’

Brethren who grace the column of the

South, the Venerable Master, etc.
The Plaudit is then given, as hereinafter described.
The aimouiiccmeait is that the Profane is elected to be iuitiateti an Entered Appreutiuc Mason; for there must be a separate
ballot for each Degree.
‘I lien ~. carries into his mniuutes of the day all that was on
his fugitive leaves.
If there arc t1~rce or more black balls) the Proihue is definitively rejected, and the fucritive leaves are immediately burned.
If there are bu~ two) the fact ivill be noted on the flying
leaves, and the matter will lie over until the next regular meeting.
Is, at that meeting~ there are stilt two black balls on a ballot
taken, the Profane is. rejected. If there is but one, 0 will iDVite, and direct the Wardens to invite, aloud, the ]3rotber who
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cast the bl:ick ball, to inform him, out of the Lodge, and under
the Seal of Masonic Sccrccy, of the rca~ons for his votc.
• At this secret confcrwacc, if it takcs place, 0 will be ablc to
judge of the gravity of the rcasons, and if he finds then frivo.
bus or trivial, will endeavor to dissuade the Brother from persistciIL•e in his votc; but. he must under no pretext endeavor to
constrain him to yield his objection.
If, at the next meeting, there is still onc black ball, the Profane is rcjcctcd.
If the objcct.ion is grounded solely on somo statute or especial rcgulatioii of the Lodge, the Brother voting in the negative may rise, dcmand the floor, and state the ground, that tIm
Lodge may coiasidcr it. In that case, whatsocver is detcrmined
by plurality of vote; upon the conclu~ious of the Orator, or on
ballot, in t lie ordinary fbrni, will govern.
If this Drozlwr opposing thac admission is unwilling to communicate his reasons to o, oithcr because lie fears that ho might.
create for himself an cuenty, or because lie objcct; for the iaicro
reason that he is unwilling to enter into the bonds of Brotherhood with the Profane proposed, be is entirchy at libcrty to
dccline making himself known to 0, and may quietly await the
last ballot, when his one black ball will exclude.
The right of exercising one’s judgment by this secret ballot
is absolute. No Mason is bound to receive as his Brother, one
whom he dislikes or suspects, or thinks unintelligent or likely to
be indolent, iuidiflircnt, or pragmatical. To jut’st.ion lai,i for his
vote, is to descrve expulsion; and the Lodge should alirays be
content to retaiiz a tried ]Jrothicr whcu it must virtually lose hi.ii
to acquire a stranger, unknown to it as Ma~ozis know cachi other.
If thicre be one or morc other Lodges, of any rcgular Rite,
in the place, notice of an application for initiation will be given
to each, as won as it. is made. Valid objections to a Profanc may thereby become known, which would otherwise remain
unrevealed.
Applications for Affiliation will be madc by petition, and will,
in every case, follow the same course as those for initiation.

F’.
flEG ULATIQ~TS.
EAcit Lodge will frame and ahloj)t its oirn Regulations, and
Its Ttiales of limatimmess and Order. These will be at once iii
force. lint they mii~t be, within a briar •J~ace, submitted to
the Grand Comm~i~story of time State, or, if thmure be nomie, then to
the proper Active or Dupmmty Iii~pcct~r-GeimeraI, that if they
contain anything contrary to the Grand Commutitmulons, or to the
Laws, 5L¶tntL.~t, Ordinamices, Canon,, or Ilegmilations of the Suprime Council, or of the Grind floammiu.tory 1 there be one, no
much of them may bedimaj~proved, and by such disaiu,iroval,
when that I. made known to tIme Lodge, cease to be of force,
bnlesmm It be decided that much part or parts was from tIme beginning null and void.
The Iteg~mlatious must provide that there shall be regular
meetings of the Lodge on the days of the stunmer amid winter
molstica; that Is,on tIme 2411m of Jmmnc,tlmajFcstital of tIme Natirity
.f St. John the Baptist, and on thu 27th of December, ibe Festival of SL John time Evangelist. On these days the Brethren
will dine together. The election of Officers will be held at the
,egmular meeting next preceding the winter solstice, and they
will be Installed on that day.
The Officers of the Lodges will be elected for not less than
three ycari. The first maven are Elective Officers. The others
are appointed by tIm Master.
Time right to Mainmulo burial cannot be denied to Fellow-Crafts
and Entered Apprentices. Thcyare Free-Masons. Nor can It
be allowed to Masons long mmnafluhiated, and long neglectful of
tbcir duties. Thin Lodge always holds Its honors under Its
control.
Either an Entered Apprentice’s or Fellow-Craft’s Lodge may
be separately opened; but when a Lodge of Master Masons Is
opened, It lnclud~.u In Itself both the other Lodges, and the work
of the finit may be suspended, to eowmenco or resume work In
ehImer of time other,.
All the ordinary baziness of the Lodge Ii transacted In the

I
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Arprcnt.ices’ Lodge. TIme vote on an alal)hicatinn for affiliation is
taken there. The vote on an application for cither Dcgrce is
takeui ima the Lodge of that DCgTCC.

0mm an applicatiomi for initiation, vi~itimig Brcthmren arc entitlcd
to i-oLe; for initiation creates duties on their part, as well as
on those of the J3rethmremi of the Lodge, and the came simaties,
toward thc Initiate,. For the same reason, they may vote on an
application for the Second or Third Degrco
Any Brother can withmdra~v from a Lodge at his plcasure; but
If be be under char~cs, tIme Lodgc may rufmmse to acccpt his demission until after trial and acqmmiu.al; and if he bc Indebted
to it, may rofmmsc him a ccrtifmc:ite of demission and good standing, until he pays it what he owes.

-Vp”.

APA1~TMEYTS COI~W2~ECTED WITH
THE LODGE.
Tm:zuz must be a coni-enient and comfortable ante-room

(saUd dZC pas pci-due) for the reception of visitors and othcr
uccessary purposes. It ~nst be t room, one door opening into
the Lodge-roum, and with one other door Ibr exit, that may bo
kept closdd.
There must also be a Prep:mrntiou-roomu, with a door opening
Into time Lodgc-roomn, on thc left of time Semmior Vg’ardeu. 11cr.
candidates will be prcpared; and here also visitors may await
admission.
In the antc-room must be a dcsk, with materials and implements for writing, on which desk the flegister of Visitors will be
laid. In tlmis room, also, the wardrobe should be kept, and a
book for subscriptions for banquets and festivals. It should be
i~ell ~ammpplicd
irith chairs, and one or more tablcs for writing.
lam tlmc Preparatiom4oom there will bc no tiuruiture exccpt a
mingle table, sommic chmairs~and a book-case or cases containing the
Library. ‘rIme flillowing seuteucos are painted on the wall, or
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are suspcnded, in large print, and framed, in a conspicuous
place:

If incre curzoaity brings thee hither, turn back; begone!”
“If t/uomifcarest to ace the /i~iults and frailties of.Uurnanity
dissectcd, thou wilt ftumd ,mo acrti.iaction anionget us.”
.iy thoma value-at worldly goods and advantages alone, thou
toW ~fnd nothing lucre to aid tiace in thy pmnp.se.”
if thou lacke.st coqfldciace in us, advance nofurther.”
“If thy Acart be pure, and thy intentions good, thou art tadcome I”
“If thome persevcrest, thou tcilt be pur~/~ed by the elements;
thou wilt enmerge from the abyss of darkness, and see the Light.”

0.1.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Dust we are, and unto dust we must return”
“Iii the grave all men are e7ual.”
U ll~ that goeth down to the gravc shall conic t~p rio more.”
U The way of the wicked is as darkness.
They know not at
what they stunt ble’
“He that walks with the wise ahall be wise; but the cornpaniolm of fools aArdl be destroyed.”
“He who atop. his ears at the cry of the poor shall himself
cry and not be heard.”
£4 Remove not the old landmarks; and enter not into the
fleldi of the fatherless.”
“He that has no ride over his own ~pirit is a city dilapidated
and withomgt tcalie.”
U Hell and destructaon are never fail1.”
“ God aim all judge the righteous and the wicked.”
U The Glory of God is to conceal the Word.”

0.2.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

VIII.

OBDER OF BUSIiNESS.
The regular Order of Business in every Lodge of the Rite

is—
1st. The reading and signing of the Records of the previous
communication or communications, as yet unread and unsigned,
which ar~ entercd in a Book, called TIlE Boos OF Aacux~crrx~
To insure the correctness or the entries, and avoid
the necessity of defacement by erasures and interlineations,
the minutes of each meeting are kept on loose sheets, called
PL~TEs,’ and are invariably to be read over, while in the rough,
just before the closing of the communication at which they are
taken, that any error or omission may at once be corrected,
before the formal record is made up.
2d. Report from the Brother Almoner, of any speciAl1 case
or cases requiring relief or assistance.
3d. Reports from permanent or standing committees.
4th. Reports from special or select committees.
5th. Applications for initiation, reception, or admission to
membership.
6th. Consideration of previous proposals for initiation or
affiliation.
7th. Receptions.
Btb. Motions and Resolutions.
After reports from Committees are received, their consideration, if they give rise to debate, may be postponed until after
the initiations or receptions.
At every meeting the Secretary will place before the Master
the “Order of the day,” on which, under the above heads, will
be stated the different matters to be considered and acted upon.
The Lodge may postpone any matter, by “passing to the order
of the day.”

IX.

MISOELLAKEOUS.
1st. All trials for offlinces must be held in open Lodge, before
the whole Lodge, oia regular charges and specifications, the
vote on each of which will be taken separately, by yeas and
nays, the youngest member not ala Ollieer voting first, and so on
up to the eldest, and then the officers, beginning with the Tiler
and ending with the Master. ‘rue punishments are, censure or
reprimand; fines; pecuniary restitJitioll; Suspension from menj~
bership of the privikges of Masonry, for a definite or indcfinitma
time; expulsion from the Lodge, aiid declaration or umaworthiDoss, which is deprivation of all privileges and rights as a Mason.
Suspension for an liadefinite time cait only be terminated by a
vote of three-fourths of all the Brethren present at a regular
meeting, taken upon a call of nanacs, beginning with the youngest
Mason, and after notice given at the prL’ccding regular meeting.
Three lirethrvu: may demand a Committee of Inquiry bcI~ru the
ballot. Suspension for a definite period will termin:xtt’ at the end
of the period, unless it is continued by vote of three-fourths of
the Brethren present, taken in the saute manner, at a regular
niectitag, after notice by a Brother, and demand for it, at the
preceding regular meeting. The notice and demand will continue the suspension until the ballot. Three Brethren may demand a Committee of Inquiry; and the suspension should be
continued1 if the suspended party have not reformed or made
Tel)aration. If continued, it becomes indefinite. A niajorir.y of
three-Iburthas is necessary to expel; a simple majority of votes
will suspend.
2d. A Lodge can never close until the box of fraternal assistance is sent aroummel, and every Brother must contribute
aorncthing. And no Brother can withdraw from the Lodge before
it closes, without depositiaag his contribution. The sum cnntributed will be handed to the Almoner, to be used in relieving
distress. It may be directed to be applied to a particular case,
of a party uamed orunnaujed, on motion of any Brother. how-
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ever applied, the p:uty relieved ii never to be informed from
what source the relief comes.
3d. A Lodge cannot be called of until another day or evening.
When at refreshment, time members remain in presence of the
Junior Warden, at whose table the sm3ll gilt column of Ihaazo.’ry Is placed upright.
sum. The Lodge must always be opened and closed in due
sad proper form. No openings “wiAhout form,” or “jim Mort,”
are allowable.
5th. No Brother can leave the Lodge before it closes, witbout
permission from tile Senior Warden, which ivill only be given
for good cause. Any Brother may object to another leaving,
sad demand a vote of time Lodge; which ought not to pernait

withdrawal, except for good cause, since thereby time most Important buniness is ollen transacted by a few, or neglected.
6th. The Brethren will alwa’je be called to order precisely at
the hoar and moment fixed. Brethren arriVing afterward must
tender good excuse, or be liable to censure anal even to fine.
liii. The Bann.r ofthe Lodge I. to be of white silk, edged and
fringed with blue. On one side, embroidered or painted in blue
sod gold, the Square and Comit.¶ss, enmittilig golden rays; anJ
on the other the Blazing Star of five points, whim the Ietterg( ii.
the cimtre. Over time Square and Compass, the motto MA~oxM3III ODLIGI, and over the Blazing Star the words, in hebrew,

~

A/~~d~

(YARAT ALouni], meaning
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“RErEflE~CE For. TIlE DEITY.” The imanner m~lmould be square,
cacti side measuring about 30 incheA; and it should be attached
to a light stan; ~vii.hia spear.ISL.ad alDi,vc.
8th. eflmere are no a~~scnmblie~ of 3laso,ms, iii thic Ammcient and
Acccptcd flue, “wom-kimmg aI~er thic muaimimcr of a Lodge.”

-

I~[a5nmms can only bc made in “jmm~t amid regmmlarly commstitr,ted
Lodges ofsmmelm2’ 1mm a SL3tc where tlmL•rm.. is a Gramid Commsistory,
Letters of Comistitmitiomi fur Lodges ~vill be grammted by that
body. ‘fhme Comn mualm(Ier.imi-Clmief nm:my grammt toumporary Letters,
to be commflrnmed or reruked by the Grammil Consistory. If these
arc commfirmvil, Letters of Constitmitinim i~uc, ccmnfirmimimmg ammrl
nmakimm~ per~w’ mini time temmml)orary Id ta•rS. ~Utcrc tbere is no
Grand Comm~istomv, Letters of Comistituuiomi arc grammued by a:m
Immsjiector Gemmem~il, or Dm..pmmty lmispvctur Geiier:il. TIiu~c are
perpetual without coimlimimmat ion. Jim every case the ofliccrs mumm~t,
at the begimmimimig, be elected and duly iim4ahled, to hold their
offices until thu next Winter Solstice.
9dm. If time M:msrer be ab~eumt at ally meeting, a Pa;t l~orshiip.
find Master, or a Prince of thmo Tioval Secret or 1u~pector General
niu~t be called Dim to preside. The Seam icr ~Vamdcim
ulix•s not take
tIme Mister’s place of right, or by smmecessiomm, amid will presialti
only ~vlieam
mine Past Master, Prince of the Iloyal Seemi~.t, or Jim.
Ipector General is present. Ii~ die ahseiice of these amid of the
Senior Wardemi, the Junior Wardemin will rresitle. If none of
these are present, a Knight Ilosm.. Croix may prcdde, if lie have
received also time 20dm Dcgrec. Iii time absence of all these, no
Lo~i;e can be hehul.
bum. No Proiixne cam be Initiated who has lost a limb, or is
•paraly~d, nmmmtilnted, or dcihrimed, miot hmavimig his limub5 whiol~,
Im~ a uman omm~’lmt to have; om if bhi~d, even of onc eyc, or de:rf:
bmmt shi~ht dcIi~cts, smacim as thmo loss of a fimmger, or lamimeness, ama
Imot flutal objectiomis.
Ii tIm. No aj)1)eal to the Lod~e can be taken from any decision
of the 3laster, except on que~uioims of order; and not oven in
such case, ~rhen tIme qainestiomi irhmetlier a ijrothmer is in order, depemids for its .olu:ion on some landmark or usseutial principle of
Freema~ionry.
Jith. Time Master may, at any nionierit, close a. debate by nalug to his feet and rappiug once.
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13th. Masons of the Ancient and Accepted Rite will use,
after initials and abbreviations, three duts, forming an equilateral triangle, thus: “Ven.Y—” A.. kL~.”, instead of the
single period.
14th. Official lctters and documents will be dated as follows:
“Or.. of ........,
tlmc .... day of time Ilebreiv month ..
.A.. 31......., ans’rering to the .... day of ....1S....V.. E..”
The initials Or.. stand for Orient. The name of the Hebre’v
month may be written iii Hebrew or English. The initials V..
mvan “vulgar or ordinary era,” and are to be used instead
of A.. D.. Each Secretary must annually procure, and keep
.

in his of~ce, a calendar of the fli~brew months for time year.

The Hebrew year begins with the month ‘~:~n, Tisri, which
commences on sonic day in Septemmiber. Each niomitim begins with
the new moon. To find thc Hebrew year before that day in
September add 3,700 to the current year. After that day add
3,761.
15th. All banqnets or refections are held in the degree of
Entered Apprentice.
• 16th. Erery Brother cittering the Lodge, after it is opened,
will salute 0, •, and 0 in succcssion, ~rith tIme sign, bcgimmuimm~
with the Master.
DEDATE AYD DECzszO~.

There can be no debate without permission of the Master.
When all except the Orator have beeu heard on any question
of interest or importance, 0 will say:

Q.. Brother Orator, make known your conClUSiODS.

I

Whereupon ~ rises, and offers such renmarks as he thinks
proper, after which be pauses a little to see whmuther what he
has said will elicit ammy reply, in which case ho will listen to
what is said, and rejoin.
If there are no remarks, or when the matter is sufficiently dobated, he will conclude, s. a, will state as propositions what, in
his opinion, the Lodge ought to determine.
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Then 0 will put the question thus:

0.~. flrcthren or tho Lodge, is it your pleasure
to adopt or rejoct tho conclusions or the Brother
Orator? Those or you who think they should be
adopted will give mc the sign.
The sign

is to raise the right hand above the head.

Q.~. Those or you who think thcy should be reJectod will givo me the same sign.
After which 0 announces, through the Wardens, the result..

If there be doubt as to the result, the vote will be t.akemi
again, and a count be had.
Fire Drethren, rising, may demand the ayes amid noes. In
that case the roll is called, beginning with the youngest member, not an officer, amid ending with the officers in the inverse
order of rank.
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FIRST DEGREE.

ENTEIRED APPREINTECE.

X. OPE~TLTG.

Ta: moment

the hour for opening arrives, fixed by RegiaLa~
tion or Special Order, ~, clothed, and wearing his jewel, will
take the East, rap o, and say, standing:

O.. J’ My Brethren, I am about to open in this
place the respectable Lodge,
No.
of
Apprentice Masons, for the dispatch of business. Be
pleased to assist me. The officers and Brethren will
clothe themselves, and the Dignitaries and officers
will repair to their respective stations and places.
........,

....,

Upon this order being given 1~ will spread the tracing-board
[tableau] on the floor, and £ will carry the register of visitors
to the ante-room, and plac. it on the desk open, and the page
dated.
When all are clothed, n,~d in their places and stations, 0,
seating himself~ in which a11 the Brethren imitate him, raps 0,
and say. :
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0... J~ Very dear Brother Senior Warden, what is
the first duty of a Warden in a Lodge?
e:. To assure himself that the Tomple is duly
tiled, Venerable Master.
0.. Be pleased to assure yourself of that, my
Brother, and cause the Tiler to be informed that we
are abont to open this Lodge of Apprentice Masons
for the dispatch of business, that he may tile accordingly.
J~ Brother Junior Warden, be pleased to ascertain if the Temple is duly tiled, and cause the
Tiler to be informed, etc.
Q.~. J Brother Assistant Expert, ascertain if the
Lodge is duly tiled, and inform the Tiler, etc.
e.g.

S draws his sword, examines whether the key of the door is
right, places it on the altar, opens the door, Communicates the
orduir to the Tiler on the outRide, closes the door, raps on it H
times at equal intervals, ~ answering with the same, and then o,
to which the Tiler replies by one rap. Then, returning to his
place aud sheathing his sword, 6 says to 0:
~

.~.

Brother Junior Warden, the Temple is duly

tiled.
O.~. j’~ Brother Senior Warden, the Temple is
duly tiled.
e.. ~ Venerable Master, the Temple is duly tiled.
0.~. J’ How tilcd, my Brother?
e.. With secrecy and brotherly love, by a worthy
Brother Master Mason, without the door, with a
drawn sword.

OPE~fl~G.

40

0:. His duty there?
To guard against the approach of all cowans
and eaves-droppers, on the hills or in the vales, and
to see that none enter here, except such as are duly
entitled, and have the permission of the Venerable
~.

Master.

0.. It is well, my Brother. What is the second
duty of the Senior Warden in the Lodge?
e.g. To kuo~v, with certainty, that all present are
Masons.
0:. Be pleased, my Brother, to satisfy yourself
that all present are so.
0.3.

*

The Brethren and Officers, except the Dignitaries, place themselvesunder the sign oforder, seated. ‘j passes along the column
of the North, and S along that of the South, each from East to
West, to see If they know all as Masons. If either of them does
not recognize a particular person as such, he directs him, by a
gesture, to rise. If any Brother knows the person rising to be a
Mason in good standing, he will rise and so declare. It is not
enough to have sitten In a Lodge with him. If no one vouches
for the party, lie will be required to withdraw to the Preparation-room for examination. When none remain but Mason;
and the Expert and Assist.~nt Expert are satisEed, they will return to their places, and, standing, B will say:

Brother Senior Deacon, all on the column of
the South are Masons.
~2 Brother Junior Warden, all on both columns
are Masons.
d

.~.

.~.
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0:. ~‘ Brother Senior Warden, nil present are
Masons.
J~ Venerable Master, I have satisfied myself
that all present are Masons.

e:.

04

*

*

*

*

*

*

0:. flow many composo a Lodge of .Apprentice
Masons?
Three, five, seven.
@.~.

0.. When composed of seven, of whom does it
consist?
The Venerable Master, the Senior and Junior
~

Wardemis, the Treasurer and Secretary, and the
Senior and Junior Deacons.
0:. What is the Junior Deacon’s [or Assistant
Expert’s, as it may be] place in the Lodge?
In front of the Senior Warden, to the right,
if he is pleased to l)ermit it.

e:.

0.5.
*
*
*
*
*
*
0.~. Why there, Brother Junior Deacon?
To bear his orders to the Junior Warden,
and to see that the Brethren conduct with propriety
on the columns.
~

.~.

0.~. What is the Senior Deacon’s [or Expert’s, as
it may be] place in the Lodge?
d
In front of the Venerable Master, to his right,
if he is pleased to permit it.
..

0:. Why there, Brother Senior Deacon?
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To bear your orders to the Senior Warden

and other officers, that the work of the Lodge may
be the more promptly done.
0.’. What is the Secretary’s place in the Lodge?
1~
To your left, Venerable Master, in the East.
Q.. Brother Secretary, why are you to my left,
in the East?
To take note of the materials and works; to
engrave the proceedings of the Lodge; to receivo all
moneys, and pay them over to the Treasurer; to
.‘.

~.

conduct the correspondence with the workshops and
workmen; and to announce the days of labor, aud
what is to be done thereon.
0.’. What is the Treasurer’s place in the Lodgo?’
A.’. To your right, Venerable Master, in the East.
0.’. Brother Treasurer, why are you to my right,
in the East?
To receive the momeys of thc workshop from
~.•.

the Brother Secretary, and to pay all such accounts
as the Venerable Mastcr approves and the Lodge
allows, keeping just and full accounts of the same.
0.’. What is the Junior Warden’s s(ation in the
Lodge?
n.’. In the South, Venerable Master.
0.’. J~ Why do you occupy the South, very
dear Brother Junior Warden?
0.’. [He and G rising]: The better to observe the
Sun at his meridian height; to send the workmen to
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their labors and recall them from work to refreshinent, that the Venerable Master way have honor
and glory thereby.
o.’. What is the Senior Warden’s station in the
Lodge?
s.’. In the West, Venerable Master.
0.’. Why in the West, very dear Brother Senior
Warden ?
s.’. As the Sun sets in the West to close the day,
so is the Senior Warden in the West to assist iii
opening and closing the Lodge, to pay the workmen,
and send them away content and satisfied.
0.’. What is the Master’s station in the Lodge?
G.’. In the East, Venerable Master.
o.’. Why in the East, my Brother?
As the Sun rises in the East to begin his
course and open the day, so is the Venejable Master
in the East to open the Lodge, to direct it in its
work, and to enlighten it with his knowledge.
0.’. At. what hour are Apprentice Masons used to
to open their labors?
e.’. At mid-day, Venerable Master.
0.. What is the hour, Brother Junior Warden?
0’. ugh Noon, Yenerhble Master.
0.0.
*
*
*
*
*
*
0.. J’ Venerable Master, all is just and perfect.
0.’. J~ It being high noon, and all being just
and perfect, be pleased, Brethren Senior and Junior
G.e.
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Wardens, to proclaim, on your respective columu~,
that I am about to open the labors of the Respcct~ble
Lodge
.,No.
in the first degree.
J’ Brother Junior Warden. Brethren who grace
the column of the North, the Venerable Master announces to you that he is about to open the labors of
the Respectable Lodge
No. •...,ia the
first degree.
o•. J Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master announces to you, etc.
J’ It is proclaimed on the column of the
South, Brother Senior Warden.
J~ Venerable Master, it Is proclaimed on both
columns.
.

......

....,

~..

........,

•

.

G.e.

o npa H, 7A98, and maya:
0.’. To order, my Brethren.
Then he takes off him hat, and maya:

0:. In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme
Council (Mother-Council of the World), of the Sovereigns The Grand Inspectors-General, Grand Elect
Knights of the Holy House of the Temple, Grand
Commanders or the Holy Empire, of the 33d and last
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Free-Masonry, for the Southern Jurisdiction of the
United States, whose See is at Charleston, in the
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SLate of South Carolina
[or, if there be a
Grand Consistory in the State]
of the
Grand ConsisLory of Sublime Princes of the Royal
Secret, 32d degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free-Masonry, for the State of
and by virtue of the authority in me vested as Venerable Master of this Lodge or Apprentice Masons, I
declare it to be duly opened, and its labors in full
force. No Brother may speak aloud, or pass from
one column to the other, without first obtaining permission, or may engage in political questions or controversy, under the penalties prescribed by the
General Statutes of the Order.
.

.

.

.

.

.

........,

0.7.
*
*
*
*
*
*
0:. J’ Be seated, my Brethren.
Very
dear Brother Secretary, be pleased to read to us the
engraved plate of the works of the last communication.
J’ Attention, my brethren.
.

.

.

.

.

.

While A reads the record, U has before him the original
minutes, to see if anything is altered, added, or omitted. If so,
he mal~cs it. known when the reading is finished. If ill is correct, he says:

Venerable Master, the engraved plate conforms to the rough sketch.
~

.~.

Then 0 raps o, and the Wardens in succession repeat. the
rap.

0..

J’

Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, an-
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nounce on your columns that if any of the Brethren
have any remarks to offer, they may, if they please,
be heard.
$:. j’ Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Venerable haster announces that, etc.
O.. J Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master announces, etc.
Nothing can be discussed, except whether the record Is correct.. If any discussion occurs, ~ ‘will conclude, and 0 determines. When all is settled, or if no one speaks,

os.. J~

Brother Senior Warden, silence prevails
on my column.
e.g .1 Venerable Master,, silence prevails on
both columns.
a... J’ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, invite
the Brethren on each column to join me in giving
due sanction to the plate of our last labors.
The Wardens announce this in succession:

0.. Join me, my Brethren.
All give the plaudit in the

usual manner.

XI.
rNTRODUOTIOn OF YISITORS.
WUEN the minutes have been approved, 0 says:

QA J’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, be pleased
to repair to the Outer Court of the Temple, and ascertain if any Visiting Brethren are in attendance.
21 goes out, and returns, bringing with him the Register of
Visitors. He reports, between the Wardens, the number atid
rank of the Visitors present, Iiands the Register to the Secretary, and the certificates, brief~, or patents of the Visitors, if
they have produced such, to 0. He then returns and remains
with the Visitor.q.
Then 0 directs ‘~ to tile [examine] the Visitors without certificates, brief:,, or patents, and 8 to take the signatures of
those who have them, that these may be compared with their
signatures on the certiticates, etc.
If the Visitors are only Master Masons, or only registered as
such, 0 will say, after b and 8 have performed their duty and
reported:

0.•. J’ Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Brother
Master of Ceremonies that he may present the Visiting Brethren.
If there are a1~o Visitors entitled to honors, he will say:

0.~. J’ I3rother Junior Deacon, inrorm the Master
of Ceremonies that he will divide the Visitors properly into classes1 and introduce first the Apprentices,
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Fellow-Crafts, and Master Masons, whom we are now
ready to receive.
21 being so directed, brings the Visitors, registered am Apprentice; Fellow-Crafts, and Master Masons, to the door of
entrance, and gives the Apprentice’s alarm. If there be a Purmuivant, he says:

9’.. Brother Junior Deacon, some one raps as an
Apprentice at the door of the Temple.
j
Brother Senior Warden, some one raps as an
Apprentice at the door of the Temple.
Brother Junior Deacon, learn who it is that
knocks.
j
Brother Pursuivant, learn who it is that
knocks.
..

~..

.~.

or if there be none, 8 partly opens the door, and asks:

Who knocks?
2$.~. The Master of Ceremonies, accompanying the
Visiting Brother Apprentice (“ Fellow-Craft,” or
“if~zster”J Mason (or “the Visiting Brethren, Apprentices, Fellow-Crafts, and Master Masons :“
varying the phrase according to the number and
character of the Visitors.]
j
(Closing Oae door] Brother Senior Warden, it
is the Brother Master of Ceremonies accompanying,
etc.
J’ Venerable Master, the Brother Master of
Ceremonies6 accompanying, etc., requests admission.
~t.~.

..
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GD... Throw open the doors of the Temple I

.

.

J•7~ To order, my Brethren I
All rise, and stand under the Sign of Order.

G.. Jirother Junior Deacon, throw open the doors
of the Temple!
Tbe door Is opened. 21 cuters with the Visitors, and advances with theni to the Altar. They stand under the Sign of
Ordur.

0.8.

*

*

*

*

*

*

if other Visitors are to be introduced, 0 will now direct 21 to
conduct the Visitors to seats, reserving his compliments until
all shall have entered. if there are no others, he will say:

O.~. Brethren, we congratulate ourselves on our
good fortune in being visited by you, and cordially
offer you the poor hospitalities of our Temple. We
fully appreciate the value of your presence among
us, and especially on the present occasion ~givingtk~
reason8]. With our numbers tItus enlarged, we may
labor more effcctually and impressively, and shall be
assisted and strengthened in inculcating and propagaling the principles of Virtue and Fraternity, which
the AncienL and Accepted Scottish Rite professes.
Be seated among us, Brethren. Brother Master of
Ceremonies, conducV our worthy and well-beloved
Brethren to appropriate seats.
21 conducts to t~t East the Masters of Lodges, Kts.. Rose
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Croix, and Visitors of higher rank, though they may have Inscribed themselves as simple Masons; and the A&a~era of
Lodges, though Ihey enter without insignia. But Knights Rose
Croix, etc., are not entitled to any distinction without their insignia, or, at least, their jewels.
If there are other visitors, they are introduced in clauses, and
In due succession, by the following formula, virying only as to
the number of Stars and Swords, and the description of the
Visitors. For example:

O.~. J’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, return to
the ante-room, and introduce the KnighLs Kadosh,
who do us the honor tovisitus
.
[or “the
Knight Templar, SirE
W . .
.,who
does us the honor to visiL us.”]
.

.

.

.

.

.

21 salutes and goes out, and 0 then says:

0. Brother Senior Deacon, take with you five
Stars and five Sitords, rel)air to the ante-room6 and
precede the Knights Kadosh, who do us the honor
to visit us, on their entrance into the Temple.
If the Visitors to be introduced are entitled to the Arch of
Steel, 0 will say, after ‘j has gone out with the Stars and
Swords:

O•. Brother Junior Deacon, take
swords, and
place them in due position to form the Arch of Steel.
—

When such arch Is not to be formed, the Stars and Swords,
entering by two,’~ at their head, 21 after them, preceding the
Visitors6 will diverge on entering, halt between the door and
Altar, and present swords, after hcing Inwards.
if the Arch is to be formed, ~ will take as many swords as
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have gone ont, and placo theni in a single line, between the door
and the Altar, facing the South, himself on the left. Tb.
S~vords, from wiihout, entering by twos, will advance, ‘~ at
their head, until that offl~er is abreast of ~. Then they will
bait, the left of each two step backwards behind the right, and
all Lice to tlio North. The two zanks will then raise their
swords and cross the points above, between them, at the same
tune holding the stars above their heads.
When ~ has formed his rank, 0 will give notice if the swords
are to be claiJied, and the WTardens to beat with their mallets.
If the Brethren are scated he will call them up, order swords
drawn, and that they be presente(1 wben the Visitors enter.
lie will then say, standing in the East:

Q.. Throw open the doors of the Temple, and let
our valiant [if Kts.’. Rose Croix or Kadosh] or ~‘ sublirna” [if Princcs of the Royal Secret], or “illu.striOUS” [if IlISpcctors-General] Visitors enter I
As the first Visitor crosses the threshold he will say:

O.~. Present swords I
And when the ranks are finally formed:

Q.~. Salute I
Swords a: e presented and the salute given, as in the military
manual for small-arms. The Visitors, preceded by 21, pass In
front of the single rank, it standing, at a salute, or between the
ranks, under the Arch, as the case may be, to the Altar, and
stand In one line, on the Went side of it, facing the Master,
where each will give the sign ofthe degree. 0, recovering and
carrying his sword, will sheathe it, and return the sign. If
others are to be intruduced he will say:

O.. Recover swards! Carry swords I Return
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swords I Valiant, etc., Brethren, you are welcome.
Brother Master of Ceremonies, conduct our Valiant,
etc., Brethren to appropriate seats I
When all are admitted, and while they yet stand at the Altar,
if none have entered before and been seated, or if one of those
last admitted is entitled to tho Mallet, but. otherwise, after all
are seated, 0 will welcome them in a brief address. Tho following may be used:

0.~. Brethren,we hail with joy, and welcome your
entrance into this Temple of Harmony and Virtue, to
participate in our labors. We thank you for the
encouragement thus given by you to the workmen of
this Lodge, and especially to the young and the
Apprentices of the Craft, whose zeal and ardor in
Masonry will naturally be stimulated by this proof
that our labors are not uninteresting to others, even
to the most distinguished and illustrious of the great
Fraternity; and in whom a praiseworthy aitibition
will also be aroused at sight of the due honors paid
to high rank and long service in the Royal Art. Be
indulgent, Brethren, in respect to aught you may see
amiss or imperfect in our work I Aid us with your
wise counsel and advice, since it is the duty of every
Mason of intelligence to dispense light and knowledge among the uninformcd Brethren. You are
welcome, Brethren. My Brethren of the Lodge, aid
me in welcoming these Brethren more appropriately,
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in tbe uni~’ersal language of Masonry. With me, my
Brethren!
All give the sign (in which alone the Visitors join), then the
battery with the hands, and tbcn the sign three times, each
time crying “flt~zz.i.” This is the “Plaudit.”
The Visitors, all standing during tbe address, will bow In
reply to the compliment. Then, if the Visitor, or one of the
Visitors, is entitled to the Mallet, the Venerable Master will descend, walk to the Altar, and offer it to the single Visitor entitled, or to the one highest in rank. Only Inspectors-General
arc itow entitled to it, or the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand
(JouMistory of the State, and these only when the Venerable is
not an Inspector-GeneraL
To a deputation from another Lodge, the same honors are
paid as to the Master of a Lodge.
When there is an initiation, no honors are paid to any one
after the candidate is at the door.
After the plaudit, if the Mallet is not offered to any one, and
any Visitors are at the Altar, 0 directs 21 to conduct them to
appropriate sPats. Until they reach them all remain standing.
Then all are seated by one rap, 0 saying:
-

0.•-

•I

Be seated, my Brethren!

If the Mallet is offi~red, 0 accompanies the Visitor to whom
it. Ia offered, to the East, and seats bun in the Chair, if he has
weceiicd it.. If he has declined, 0 precedes him to the East,
and places him on his right.. 21 at the same time conaucts the
others to seat.; and returns to his place. All are then seated.

XII.
EXMIKATIOT=T OF YISITORS.
A KNIGHT ROSE Cnozx, and of course a Mason of higher degree, is not “tiled,” that is, examined by the Catechism, but is
admitted on his brief or patent, and verification of his signatare. Nevertheless, should he be unable to give the Word at
the opening of a Fellow-Craft’s or Master’s Lodge, or otherwise
be reasonably suspected of Dot being what ho seems, he may be
strictly tiled.
When one Is sent out to be examined, or a Visitor in the
ante-room is to be so, this will be done by a Committee of three
Brethren, of whom, ordinarily, the Orator or Almoner is one.
The Committee will take with them a Bible, a Hebrew Pentateuch (or. Coscher Saphet Thora), and the Letters-Patent of
Constitution of the Lodge. They will first require the Visitor
to submit to the test of the Oath. To this he may reply by demanding to Inspect the Letters of Constitution, or Charter, of
the Lodge. After, or without doing this3 if he be a true Mason,
he will say that he is ready to take the usual oath, always pro.
vided that they who examine him will take the same at the
same time with him, on the Bible or the Pen tateuch, on the
Sword, or upon honor. The Oath is in these words:
“I, A........ B...... . .,of my o~vn free will and accord,
in the presence of God and of these witnesses, do hereby and
hereon solemnly axm’d sincerely s~vear that I have been regularly
initiated an Apprentice Mason, passed to the degree of FellowCraft, and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason [with
the proper omission, if only the first degree, or the first and
second have been received], in just and regularly-constituted
Lodges of such, and that I am. not expelled or suspended. So
help me God I”
He will then be examined in the sign, word, and tokeu of the
degree, and then in the proper Catechism or instruction of one
or more of the degrees. if found correct, the Committee will so
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report to the Lodge, nnd lie will be rccei~ed in due form as a
Visitor. If he cannot prove hiiii~eIta Mason, lie is sent. away.
It be bc a York ~lasoi, or of the flit Mudcrne, lie should be
examined in the formulas of his own flute.

XIII.
flECEPTIQIT.
Wzwx a candidate is to be initiated, the Brother who proposed
him ~~-iIIbring him at Jva~t. halt an hour betore the time for
opening time Lodge, to the building in which the Hall is, and to
some other than time door of usual entrance to the Lod~c, if
there be such other. here he will take ieav& of him, as it not
weaning to return.
There a Brother unknown to him, if there be one, will take
him in charge, and conduct him to some retired room, where
they will remain alone. If it. can be avoided in any manlier, lie
must. not. be taken to the Ante-room or the Preparation-room.
lie must neither see nor hear ally asic except his sin~1e cornpassion, and the latter, without being rude, will be grave and
silent, so replying, brieIly and unsatisfimctorily, or mysteriously,
to amiy questions the candidate may put to him, or to nimy remarks lie may make, as to disincline him to further attempt at
conversation.

About a qsiai~er at an hour bef~re the Lodge is to open, a
flrot.licr, selected beforehand as Preparer for Initiation, and who
ought to he wholly unknown to the Candidate, will communicate,
by some agreed sigiial, with the Brother having him in charge.

09

*

*

*

*

*

*

You have asked to be advanced to the Temple of Free.
z~a~osiry. To attain what you desire, you must submit to its
Laws, and undergo the tests of lisitiation into the Ancient
~Iysteries,
the tests of the four ancient elements. The first is
of the E.u:ru. You will undergo it. here, iu the bowels of the
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earth, under-ground, seated on that to which the bodies of men
are sooner or later committed. “The way of life is above .to the
wise, that he may depart from the hell beneath.” The loathsome inmates of the dungeon and cavern will keep you company: they, and the dead in bi.i coffin, and the bosses of the per.
jured traitor rotting unburied. Wben I leave you, carefully
survey and explore the place iii which you arL•! Read what is
written on Its walls I Reficct I Pause: Debate with yourself I
if your life has been Innocent, or when not so, its faults repented
of; If your heart is pure, and your motives laudable, and your
courage firm, Proceed! otherwise, DEr.~nr! and seek to know
no more. “lie who comei in irith vanity departs In darkness,
and his name shall be covered with darkness.”
if you resolve to proceed, answer in writing the questions
which lie upon the table, and do what is required at the end of
those questions. Answer the questions according to your true
opinions and sincere convictions t Do all precisely as you would
If it were certain that you trere never to emerge from this silent
darkness into the light of the upper world! When you have
finished, ring the belL

0.10.
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*

*

*

*

*

The questions are written on a sheet of paper, with sufficient
spaces between them for answers of some length. They are as
follows:
“P~ofane, 6uried in lisa bowels of Me Earth, and beyond the
reach of mortal aid, ecept at our will, answer as you would
answer to God.”
“1st. .ilfan, compounded of a body and a aosd, owes duties Co
himself as each. What are those duties 7”
“2d. TP7aat duties doe. man owe to his fellow-creatures 7”
“3d. What duties does man osce Co his country, and what La
he bound, in lie? distress, or to defend her honor, to sacrifice upon
the Altar of the Commonwealth 7”
“4th. What duties doe.s man owe to his Creator 7”
When you have anstcer’ed these quest ~oius,write your last will
and testament, precisely as ~,ou teould jf on the eve of engaging
in battle, or immured here, seitAout hope of a release,for ljYe.
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“77~c lip of Truth shall be cstablL~kedforever: a lying tongue
~sbut for a rnomcnt. BrWJLRE 1”
When the candidate has bad time to examine tbe room and
read the izsscriptions and the questions, to reflect, and to be
ready to write his answers,

0.11.

*

*

*

*

*

*

and so remain until the Candidate rings the bell. He *111 then
bear the Iteps of the Preparer approachiug, who, unlocking the
door, and opening It a little, will ask:

P.. What do you desire?
if the candidate wiRhes to depart without initiation, he will
conduct him to a room, and send to him the Brother who proposed him. If he says that he has finished, the Preparer will
ask:

P~. Have you answered the Questions?
C.. I have.
F:. Have you made your last Will and Testament?
C.. I have.
F.’. Your probation is not yet over. We are not
sure of your sincerity. Eat of the bread and drink

of the water before you. They are the food of the
victims of temporal and spiritual tyranny. Before
you, also, are salt, sulphur, and mercury, the three

principles of our Brothers the Alchemists, with which
to perform the great work. To separate and unite
are the great processes of the Universe. Man is

threerold, of’ body, mind, and 5pirit conjoined. The
5alt, sulphur, and mercury are their symbols. Taste
of the salt.. The bodies of the dead dissolving, their
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particles become parts of’ the bodies or the living.
Burn a little of the sulphur I Its flame and smoke
are symbols of your good and evil thoughts. Take
of the mercury in your hand, and seek to divide it
into portions, these remaining near each other I The
spirit is simple and iudivisible. Reflect, and learn I
He again closes the door; but soon re-open. it, and asks:
~.

Hast thou done as thou wast bidden?

If he answers in the affirmative, the Preparer will advance to
the table, blindfold him again, and, taking the questions and
answers and the will, conduct him by the way he came, to the
Preparation-room.
Arrived there, he raps once, lightly, at the door opening into
the Lodge, and iu a whisper informs ‘~, who opens it, that the
candidate is there, having done what he was required In tho
Chamber of Reflection. Ij, returning, so informs 0, in a low
voice. Meanwhile, the bandage is removed from the candidate’s
eyes.
O raps once, and G and 0 repeat it.

Q.. My Brethren, the Profane, A...
having been duly elected to receive the first degree
of Freemasonry, it is now in the order of the work
to proceed with his reception. If’ you are disposed
to do so, give me the sign I
...

B.

....

All do so, by extending the right arm and hand.

0.,. The Profane, having passed through the
Chamber of Reflection1 is in waiting, in the hands of
theBrotherE..
us Preparer. Brother Senior
. ..

.,
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Dcacon, repair to the Chamber of Preparation, receive what the Brother Preparer may hand to you,
and bring the same hither.
goes to the Preparation-room, reccives from the Preparer
the questionS, auswcr~ and ~ril1,inquires in a whisper as to the
conduct of the c~ndidatc, returns to the Lodgc, and, standing
in his place, gircil the sign, and reports what he has been Informed by the Preparer.
7~

Q..• Has lie been duly tested by salt, sulphur, and
mercury, which are of the earth?
l~ He has.
Bring to the East his answers to the customary
questions, and his last will and testament!
.~.

~..

This is done, and 0 reada the answers aloud, and says:

0.•. P Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, invite the Brethren on your columns to offer such

remarks as they think proper in regard to these replies, and whether he who makes them is a fit person
to be initiated.
j Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Vetxerable Master

invites you, etc.
Q.~. J~ Brethren,’ who grace the column of the
South, etc.
(This form of announcement, being always followed, will not
meed to be repeated hereafter. It will only be said, “l7a.e
WaTdcnJ repeaL”J
After debates or if there is none, ~ will conclude. If he ad-
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vises reception1 0 will read aloud the last will and testamenL
If he advises against it, a ballot will be taken in the wanner
already prescribcd. If a majority of votes bo for reception, then
tho last, will and testament will be read. If a majority be
against it, the candidate will be sent away. if his replies show
great lack of intelligence, Atheism, or want of moral priaiciple,
he should not bo received. This is what U will have discussed.
When the will has been read, 0 will again direct that the
Brethren bo invited to ofl’er their remarks. Tho Wardens in-.
vite them. U concludes; and whatsoever ha may advise, the
ballot is taken again. if a majority are still in favor of reception, it proceeds. The questions and answers and will are passed
to the Seoretary, and placed in the Archives. Than 0 says:

Q•., Brother Secretary, are you satisfied that we
should proceed?
If he says Yea, the ceremony proceeds. If tha fee has not been
actually paid him, he says .Nii, and 0 says:

0.’. Then, my Brother, go and do your duty f
In that case A goes out, and demands and receives the fee;
but it ahould always be paid him beibre * enters the Chamber
ofReflection. If he declines to proceed, or is sent away, it will
be returned; but his answers and the will must always be retamed. When A~ returns, having the fee, ho says:

Venerable Master, I ftm now satisfied.
0.~. Brother Senior Deacon, you will now return
to this Profane. Duly prepare him! Bring him to
the door of the Temple, and give him in charge to
the Brother Ilaster of Cerernoiiics I
~;.

b obeys, taking assistance with him, If-he desires. lIe first
requires the candidate to read over, aloud, the sentences painted
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on the wall, or l)flnted and suspended there. Then he proceeds
duly and truly to preparo him.
*

0.12.

*

*

*

*

*

Thus prepared, he is led to the door. 2g reeeii’es him, and
~ returns into the Lodge.
-Then 2~ gives otic loud rap on the door. 0 repeats it, and
thou ~, and G says, with a loud voice:

J~’

Venerable Master, some one knocks at the
door or tho Temple, as a Profane.
0.’. )~ See who IL is, my Brother I See who is the
rash mali that dares disturb our labors I
J% Brother Junior Warden, see who knocks,

e:.

and who is the rash man that dares disturb our
labors I
o.. Brother JuniorDeacon, see, etc.
[If there is a Pursuivant, ~ will pass this and future orders
to him, and he will reply to d, what is set, down for the latter,
he ~Aen replying ~o 0. This will he continually understood
hereafter in all the degrees.]
~ or
will outirely open one leaf of the door, if IL have two.
*

0.13.

*

*

*

*

*

‘it:. IL is tho Brother Master of Ceremonies, who
presents a Profane, desiring to be admitted to our Respectable Lodge, dedicated to Saint John of Scot)and.
• Brother Junior Warden, it is the Brother
Master of Ceremonies, who presents a Profane desiring to be admitted to our Respectable Lodge, dedicated to Saint John of Scotland.
0:.

J~’

Brother Senior Warden, it is, etc.
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J’ Venerable

Master, it is our Brother, the
Master of Ceremonies, who rashly dares to present a
Profane desiring to be admitted to our Respectable
Lodge, dedicated, etc.
0:~.
a loud and excited tone) : My Brethren,
arm I Seize your swords I Brother Master of Ceremonies, how dare you seek to bring a Profane into
the Temple? Was not the ancient warning given?
“Remain afar, ye Profane!” What is it you mean?
What is it you seek?
1$.. That this Profane be admitted one of ourselves.
G.. By what right does he dare to hope for that?
“2$.. By bcing a MAN—free-born, and of good repute.
Q.. Since he is a man, free-born, and of good repute, demand of him his name, the place of his birth,
his age, his religion, his profession, office or occu pation, and the place of his present residence.
2$.. [To the candidate, who will be hereafter designated,
for brevity, by the character ~Ie.) : The Venerable Master demands your name. What is it?
$.•.

ri~

25 stands on the outside, and asks the questions. B, standing within, reports the answers to 0, he to .e, and he to 0,
thus:

2~. Brother Junior Deacon, his name is A...,..
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&
B

Brother Junior Warden, his name is A......

.‘.

. . .

o.~. Brother Senior Warden, his name is A.......
. . . .

9.

e.g.

B

.

Venerable Master, his name is A... .

...

. . . .

24.’. Where were you born?
The questions directed are thus all separately asked and an.
uwered. As tbo answers are given, the Secretary notes them
In his minutes. When all are Answered:

0.’. Let the Profane enter I
As this order is given) a mournful strain of

MUSIC
Is played in the East.
*

0.14.

Pj4..

It

*

*

*

*

iS.

0.’. Consider well, sir, what it is you ask. You
do not know the dogma or the objects of the Ancient
Order to which you seek to surrender yourself. It
is not merely a society for mutual relief, and to dispense charities within a limited outer circle. When
any society has the strength of numbers, it necessarily owes duties to the COUI~ThT, as a Society, far
higher than those which the members owe to each
other. To fail to perform these duties is to abdicate,
and the non-performance being continued, becomes
chronic impotence. For a long time not only most
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societies, but most individuals, have failed to perform
their highest duties to their country, exclusively engaged, as they have been, in selfishly caring for their
own interest and welfare.
The Order into which you now ask to enter acknowledges its responsibilities, its duties to the country,
its duties to humanity, the necessity for progress.
Thus it has the right of demanding the perrorrnance
of grave duties, and stern sacrifices, of its Initiates.
It has foreshadowed to thee what these duties may
be; what the extent of these sacrifices. Thy descent
into the bowels of the earth, thy confinement in the
dungeon, are typical of, and shadow forth, both. The
sword near thy heart indicates also one sacrifice that
may become necessary, as well as the punishment of
those who refuse to follow out the inexorable recti-

linear logic of duty, and to obey the mandates of a
despotic patriotism. Death, or a grave in exile, is
an acceptable alternative for dishonor, and the true

name of Devotion is Disinterestedness. We arebut
atoms of the great aggregate which constitutes that
fraction of the unit of humanity, our country. We
are the leaves on the great tree. What though the
leaves fall upon the roots! will not the tree still continue to grow? The calamities of the present are the
terrible price of the future. From the pressure of
all desolation faith gushes forth. Sufferings bring
their agony, and ideas their immortality. These
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mingle, and compose death. He who dies in the

performance of duty, dies in the radiance of the
future, and enters a grave illuminated by the dawn.
It is always for the ideal, and for the ideal alone)
that those devote themselves who do devote themselves. Men sacrifice themselves for visions, which,
to the sacrificed, are almost always illusions, but
illusions with which, upon the whole, all human certainties are mingled.
The preparation by Abraham to sacrifice his only
legitimate son, is a grand and sublime allegory. So
a country or a society must place its children on the
altar when the coming generation demands it.
We have spoken to you of an obligation. The
Order will demand one of you—solemn, exacting,
terrible. It has been tn.ken by many of the best and
greatest men that ever lived. By the lives and deeds
of these men you may know to what the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite prompts and stimulates its
initiates. Nor is that obligation all. The Roman
youth, in the days before Octavius, saw daily in the
atrium of his habitation the marble statues of his
ancestors, and was thereby daily taught and obligated
to imitate their virtues, and emulate their heroic
deeds. lie is a. traitor to a heroic ancestry who is
not himself heroic. The old French said, “Noblesse
oblige.” With us, “Afa~onncrw oblige.” It is our motto:
MASONRY 18 OBUGATIoN. He is a traitor to Masonry
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who does not do the duties of a Mason, into whatever

calamity that may lead him. He might justly be
dealt with by the sword or the cable-tow; and of
this, the sword at your heart, and the rope around
your neck, remind you. Let the feeling of each be
never effaced from your memory.
Sightless and helpless, you know your rights as a
man, since, by being such, you assert a claim to enter
here. Yet you are at the mercy of you know not
whom. Sad type of a people, blind, bound, and defenceless, with the threefold cord of oppression around
i(s neck I
This Order had Its birth in that Mysterious Orient,
which is yet an enigma to the Profane; and its roots
reach back to the remote past. It is the growth or
ruin of centuries. It is a 5J)hiflx. The Qidipos who
attempts to solve the enigma and fails, or half succeeds, dies the victim of inexorable Fate. You have
passed through the first test of the ancient initiations,
that of the EARTH. Its pitiless rigor has been softened, so that it remains but a symbol of what it was.
Others are to follow, to bear which, without faltering,
will require all your courage. Are you resolved to
submit to them? Have you the courage to brave all
the possible dangers to which that resolution may
expose you?
~
I have.
O.~. Once again, I warn you to reflect. If you
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become a Frecinason, of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Ritc, you ivill fiud the stern realities of duty
behind its symbols. You must not only war agaiust
:~nd sul~dtic your own pussions, but you iiiust, in earliest3 strivc and strike to ovorcome other foes of
111! iu:t itity ; (ho hypocrites, who deceive iL ; the faith—
li~s, who dofraud ; (h~ fanatics, who oppress it ; the
a,uibiIiou~, who usnrp upon it; and the corrul)t and
~mprineij~lud,who make proflU of the confidence of (he
muassc~. Oiao does not war against these without persuianl danger. Have you the energy, the resolution,
the (lovolion, to engage in that life-long warfare
against 1)ark,iess, Perfidy, and Error?
~j-t:. I have.
O.. Since you are resolute, proceed I I am acquit
of all responsibility. Terrible Brother, take this
Profane bcyond the precincts of the Temple, and let
ljiiai j)fl55 thruugh that which every mortal must pass
liroiigli, ~ilaois resolved, rashly, to enter into this
111113’ j)ldCC
The ‘I’i•rrililc Jirothier takcs the candidate by the arm, leads
linus1 out, dsru~agha thu 1~reisaration.rooin, aiid round by difiuiront
ua~uit~ ousul ja:t~s:ugv; to tbo principal entrance to the Lodge.
J~lv~iuiwlaile tI,i~i di’or will 113vo been opened, and the Cave phiced
cht,~u to the duor on the inside.
0.15.

*

*

*

*

*

*

O.. Wlioui have you there, Brother Senior War-
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The Terrible Brother, Venerable Master, our
Minister of Justice, with the Profane, who asks
initiation.
o.•. Has he brought the Profane hither again in
safety?
@.. Brother Junior Warden, has the Terrible
Brother brought the Profane hither in safety?•
o Terrible Brother, hast thou brought the Profane hither in safety?
Terr.. He is here, unhurt. The Brothers of the
Light dragged him from me as a spy, into the Cave
of Death, from which I rescued him for further trial.
o He is here, Brother Senior Warden, unhurt.
The Brothers of the Light dragged him from the
Terrible Brother, as a spy, into the Cave of Death,
from which the Terrible Brother rescued him for
further trial.
e.•. Venerable Master, he is here unhurt, etc.
@..

..

.~.

Q.. It is thus, my friend, through dangers and
difficulties that men attain initiation. So do false
philosophies and specious plausible creeds, pretending to be Brethren of the Light, drag down the soul
that listens to them into the PiL of Error. Though
Masonry, sir, is not a Religion, and proclaims absolute freedom of conscience, still it has a creed, and
Masons agree that one ought not to engage in any
important undertaking, without first invoking the
assistance of the Grand Architect of the Universe.

,Ts
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Conduct the candidate near to the Junior Warden.
and let him kneel for the benefit of prayer. If he is
worthy to become a Mason, he will join us in the
prayer we are ~ibout to offer up in his belialt~
Brother Junior Warden, place him in charge of the
Seuior Deacon!
Then, calling tip the Brcthren, be will say:

O.. My Brethren, join inc in the orisons I am
about to offer up to the Author of all created things,
for this our friend I
If there be a niti~c:il instrument, and Brethren who can sing,
the Prayer may be sung or chanLed, as follows:

flYMi•~7.
GRAND ARCUITECT of all that hath a place
In the illimitable realms of space,
To whom Humuanit3’ its being owes!
TUE Ot~E, from whom the manifold outflows 1
Benignly bear our earnest, humble prayer,
And over us extend Thy watchful care!
Help us, Thy faithful workmen, to fulfill,
Iii this o~ir work.shop, ‘.Chmy majestic will I
In this great warfare which we here maintain,
Let us time victory o’er our passions gain!
And let thc world behold us, evermore,
Bow re~erenil~ the God-like Truth before.
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Be Thou, Oh Father I gitarilian and guide
To this Profane, blind, feeble, and untried I
Fraud, mali:e, evil, help him overcome,
And let him find the I~od~e a happy horno I
ir there ha no i:u’itrtiment or no ufugers, 0 will ropoat, inutnad
.r Lhu ilynin, all kiwuliuig, Uw rottowing
rILAYElL
Oun Father who art iii heaven I we humble our.
selves before Thee, the Sovereign Arbiter of all Limo
1vI)rlIls. We recognize Thy infinite Power and our
Infinite feeblenetis. help us to contaii~ our hearts
mmmii souls withiiai the limits of righteousness, aiiii en—
i~hle uw, journeying by safe ways, to elevate ourselves
(‘inwards Thee, thu 0 rzutil Arelmiteet and Lord of tho
Universe I ‘1’hou art One, and Self-edsteut ; to
Thee every. created thilmug owes its being. Thy
energy acts in everything and thrommghm everything ;
tumil, invisible to every creature, Thou seest all
Lhminm~s. rfl,ce alono we invoke, amid to Thee zdone
we ;~dilrcss our prayers.
I)&~igmm, oh Uramid Architect, to jinrI)teet tlmc peaceful
W’irk:ueu whom Thou seesL here zw~icnible4 I I~falce
mamore ardema their ?.eal atic~ dev~jtion I
Stremu~thmen
i.l~.,k souls in Lime arduous s~rug~le ngaimmst their lma~i—
1110,1,4 ; fill their hearts with the love of Virtue, and
nitidmie them to overl~IhIne I bo als’) emmable this as—
~inInumt,
~vhotiesirc~ to partake of our august myste—
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Lend him TIm’r aid, and uphold him now and
always, in all trials amid perplexities, in all dangers
and difficulties, wiilm Thy Oznziipoent arm I ~
I
Jill. So ~1OTEIT IIC I .AMrN!
rics.

Wbeia the bynin or prayer is ended, the flretbron will rise;
o will rap o, and all will be seated, thu candidate continuing to
kncl. Tbuzi 0 will say

O.. JJy friend, in whom do you put your trust?
In God.
o.•. Since your trust is in God, arise! follow
boldly your leader, amid fcar no danger.
~

canses him to rise, places him between the columns, and
profound silisuco cusucs.
o raps once: $ nud 0 repeat it. Then the following quesLions are put to if., ‘. £rst. giving him a scat.
I~

xlv.
T~
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o.. Sin, before the august association, ~rhose
organ I am, permits you to be tried by the other
material and corporeal tests, it seeks to fathom the
depths of your heart; and it requires you to respond

with entire freedom and frankness.
What thoughts occurred to you wben you ~vere
buried in the bosom of tIme earth, and required to

T~ fl~TEEBOGiT1U~.

write your will? Answer frankly!
will not offend us.

81
Your answer

+ must answer each question without prompting. The remarks of 0, following his answers, will be varied, if the answers
abould require it; or they may, if necessary, be added to.
When the first question is answered, 0 says:
O.•. We have already in part indicated to you
for what purpose you were submitted to the first
test—that of the EARTH. The Ancients held that
there were four elements, EARTH, AIR, WATER, and
FIRE. That they were mistaken in these being elements, or the Simple Principles of things, in no way
interferes with the Symbolism which connected itself
with them, and has come down to us; since the
Truths embodied in that symbolism are genuine and

immortal. The Kabalah of the Hebrews, and our
Brethren the Alchemists and Hermetic philosophers,
also recognized these as the four elements; and
aspirants to Initiation have in all ages been tested by
each.
You were immersed1 alone, in the darkness and
silence of a subterranean vault or dungeon, as a
prisoner, and surrounded by emblems of mortality
and the written utterances of wisdom: firstly, to
compel serious and solemn reflection, the proper preparation of a step so momentous as initiation into the
Mysteries. It was hoped that you would remember
that the Dungeon has ever been one of the chief in-
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struments or Tyranny, whether or the Despot or the
Prelate: that in the Middle Ages, the castles of the
nobles were reared on the arches or dungeons: that
the Inquisition had its dark cells for its victims : and
that the fl~istille was but one among hundreds of
-prisons, built by Kings, or Tyrants like those of
Venice, and tonauted by those who were deemed
dangerous or suspicious, who were in the way of a
royal or noble amour, or who had in their l~eeping a
perilous secret.
And we hoped that you, remembering this, would
be inspired with a pious anger against all Despotism,
over the body or the conscience: and witha more
fervent Jove for such free institutions of Government
as forbid the imprisonment of a Galileo for announcing a physical fact, and that of a Harnpden or a
Sydney for proclaiming political truths so rudimental
that they are now taught as axioms to children.

The first act of an oppressed people, asserting its
rigbt, under God’s patent, to freedom, is to destroy
the Basti1les which were the pride and sarety of
their imperious Masters. We hoped that you would
reflect that it could not but be the duty of a Society

of intelligent men not only to do its utmost to release
th~ prisoners unjustly confined in dungeons of stone
and iron ; but also to demolish the Bastilles, stronger
than those material ones, in which Ignorance and
Error, Superstitions and Prejudices, keep manacled
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the spirits, the intellects, and the consciences of so
vast a majority of the great human family.
Remembering, too, how the dungeon had often

been more ennobled than the throne and the altar, by
the presence and immolation there of the noble victinis of Tyranny; how great works of intellect had
been written there; how often their doors, turning
on the harsh hinges, bad opened only to seiid the
wise, the great, and the good to the pyre or the scaffold, we had the right to hope that you too would

resolve to maintain the sacred cause of freedom and
toleration, even at the risk of incarceration, and of a
lifetime spent in solitude and darkness. The cell of

the Martyr of Liberty is irradiated with a holy
light; the dungeon of the Victim of Spiritual Despotism retains the traces of the consoling presence of
the Holy Spirit of God.

The emblems of mortality around you could not
but teach you to reflect on the instability and brevity
of human life. But that, by itself alone, is a trite
lesson, daily taught nnd ever disregarded. You
should also have reflected of how little value is that
which is so short and held by so uncertain a tenure,

wheu weighed in the scales against Duty and Honor;
amid how infinitely mean is an ignoble, useless, idle
life, in comparison with a glorious death, or with
benefits conferred on one’s country or one’s fellows,
at the risk of life.
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Orpheus, tho Grecian allegory said, descended
into the gloomy shades of the Infernal rcgions ;and
Virgil itiakes Encas to do the same. The Candidate
in the Ancient Initiations did so, and saw represented
many of the Tartarean horrors. Initiation was constantly termed • a new 3irtls,’ ‘regeneration;’ and to
be born again, it was deemed that one must first descend into the grave. Of that the Cave into which
you were dragged is symbolical. If you desire to
become a true Mason, you must first die to vice,

errors, and vulgar prejudices, and be born again,
ascending through the Seven Spheres over which the
Seven Archnn~;els preside, to Virtue, Honor, and
Wisdom—to manliness, in short—the synonym of
the Roman word for virtue.
In whatever you see or hear in Masonry you will
find a meaning. If it is hidden from you, search and
you shall find it. Every symbol and all the cereinonial are replete with significance, and have a reason for being found here. Let those who deem our
ceremonits idle and ridiculous, still think so. “ Cast
not your pearls before swine,” the MAsTER said, “lest
they trample t/aenz under their feet, and turn again and
rend you.” The Mason to whom Freemasonry is not
a grave and serious affair, is a false Mason; and if anything in the ceremonial seems absurd or trivial, it
seems so onlyto ignorance, which we are glad to enlighten, or to self-conceit, which is not worth enlightening.

E
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Let me also caution you against imagining that we
scoff at religious creeds. You will learn the creed
of Masonry hereafter. Know, meanwhile, that although we deem no homage more worthy of God than
Candor, Science, and Virtue ; and although we admit
into the bosom of our Order all men possessed of

those gifts, whatever their religion ; though the
Christian, the Hebrew, the Mahometan, the Hinds,
and Pagans, like Socrates, and Cicero, and Plato,
may meet around our altars as brethren; and the
Holy Bible is of the furniture of a Christian Lodge
alone; still we are neither hostile nor indifferent to
religion, nor seek to set Masonry in its place. There
is no antagonism or rivalry between the altars of the
two. They may well and fitly stand side by side, if
Intolerance do not minister at those of Religion.
Nor are you to imagine that we are the enemies of
Government or of the constituted authorities, if that
be just, and these worthy of honor. We censure and
impeach only that which is wrong and hurtful ; that,
in government, which degrades man and abases the
dignity of human nature. But woe to the Mason who
permit.s himself to become the instrument of tyranny,
the supporter of. usurpation, and the apologist for injustice and contempt for the Jaws and constitutions
which contain the eternal guarantees or Liberty.
H.
.
.
Do you bdieve in one
reme Being?
.

*

*

*

*

SO
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This belier, creditable as it is to your lie~irt, is not
the e~clu5ive patrimony or the philosopher, but is
also possessed by the savage. Yet this is true in
only a limited sense. For though the Barbarian feels
that he is not self-existent, and seeks in nature the
cause and Author of existcnce, his God is always in
nature, hk idol is this God, and his ideas or the Deity
being wholly conrused and false, lie does not really
believe in God, but in a something above him, which
is not God, but an idol of the mind. Little more com—
rect are the ideas of a large proportion of the civilized world. Only a few really believe and feel assured that thcre is a Deity, without form or local
habitation, to Whom everywhere is Here, and everywhen is ~ow ; beneficent, tender, merciful, loving,
pitiful : an Infinite Wisdom as well as Infinite
Power; Whose laws are not the mandates of His
will, but the expression of His nature ; not right because He enacts them, but which Ifis will enacts
because they are right, and could not not be His laws.
Of the existence of the Supreme Deity we have the
same evidence as we have of that which exists and
thinks in other men and iii ourselves. We know the
Soul whcn we know its utterances, its action, its
effects. In the same manner we know there is a
GOD. The Universe is His manifestation. IT, we
are sure, docs not rcflect and think. Thought and
speech prove the existence of the soul. The universe
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is the Book of God, in which His Thoughts arc registered; and by it we know Him and His nature. He
speaks to the soul by its spheres, phenomena, and
events, its greatnesses amd its littlenesses, and within
our souls as well as without. Nature is the primitive revelation. Science enlarges our knowledge of
God, bccause it translates for us more of 1-us language,
and translates it more truly. Philosophy is the Interpreter of Nature, the RErE.1LER; and Masonry
consists in Morality, Science, Philosophy, and Political and Religious TRuTh.
III.
What do you understand by the word
.

.

.

VIRTUE ?
*

*

*

*

*

*

VIRTUE 15 aii attribute and disposition of the mind,

from which flows effort to overcome or govern the
appetites and passions. It is, we have already said,
in its primitive meaning, Manliness. For the word k’ir,
in the Latin, means a man, not merely one fraction

of humanity, which was expressed in the word homo,
a human creature, but a true, real, genuine MAN.
The man is Y’IRtUOU3, who is not tcilhozd desires, appetites, instincts, and passions ; but who is master of,
and controls them. For virtue to exist, there must
be a struggle and a warrare. The tame, spiritless,

passionless, negative being is not virtuous. Virtue,
therefore, is not to be courounded with honesty,
benevolence,, or even charity, or, calling this by its
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hctter Imnie, Lovii,~-kit,diiess. For liohle5ty ljeloii~s
ofieii to the ii,er~lv aj;1(hIe(ic and unteinp(ed ; benevo—
Is’ it (P I III’)! ~tI ~011 I’?1~4, W (‘:Ik II e~i, utid i wheci hiiy ; u
kuidhitesM lo tlwsc who are in many other respects vicious. Virtue is stron~ vi~orous,
active, iml)assioued,
0
more sublime in proportion to the energy of the passion
it overcomes. To deprive ourselves of that which
we value, or need, in order to make the unfortunate
happy ; to incur Personal danger or discomfort in
order to defend the weak against the powerful, the
unpopular against the popular, the losing cause
against the winning ; to toil for others or the country
without the I~ope of fee or reward, is virtue; and to
sacrifice one’s self for the country or Humanity, is to
obtain the highest eminence of virtue ; an eminence
which the poorest citizen or l)rivate soldier may
reach. Nor is there any pleasure so great and true
as that which attends and follows a victory over our
own instincts, appetites, or passious. To be virtuous is to be happy; and if it were not, happiness is
not the chief end of man ‘S existence. To be happy
and contented is a privilege bestowed on the animals.
To be satisfied with one’s self, even in misery, is the
privilege of a nature in which the human and divine
are intermingled.
IV..
What do you understand by the word
.

.

.

“VJCE 7”
‘I

4

*

*

*

*
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is the absence or opposite of Virtue; as
Darkness, its Symbol, is the absence or opposite of
Light, the Symbol of Virtue. It is that disposition
VICE

and attribute of the soul, which produces the habit
of satisfying our desires, and by means of which our
appetites and animal instincts and passions continually

gain strength, and at last become irresistible. As the
habit of the virtuous man is to obey the dictates of
Conscience, of that universal Conscience which is the
Very Truth, because it is an Emanation from the Eternal Wisdom, so the vicious man offends against the
dictates of that Conscience, repents, and again offends,
until he at last comes to disregard them altogether, and
defy them. IL is to impose salutary restraints on the
impetuous rush of the appetites, to rise above the vile
interests that trouble the Profane, to calm the feverish ardor of the passions, to learn the lofty truths of
a sublime philosophy, and teach those truths to one
another, and to unfold the wings of the soul to the
purc and noble affections only, that we meet in our
Masonic Temples. We work indefatigably here, to
attain unto sound and solid ideas of glory and virtue;
and regulating our conduct by the eternal principles
of rational morality, and those rules of Duty and
Right which an enlightened conscience prescribes,
we educate our souls to attain that just equilibrium

of force and sensibility which constitutes the Wisdom
and Perfection of Humanity.
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But this is no easy task, to be accomplished without laborious effort, in a week or a month. Jt is to
create a /1~bit, that ~liallbc a second nature. But it
is this task to which, von must devote yourself incessantly, until success ctowits the work, if you persist
ii~ your determination to be reccived as a Mason.

Perhaps you liavc come here, a captive to very
different ideas, possibly a slave to the false and gross
notions of depravcd and illy-educated jntellects. If
to toil earnestly and iiicessantlv iii order to attain
moral perfection, ~eeins to you an undertaking beyond your streiigtli, you are yet at liberty to return
the way you came. If, on the other hand, you feel
yourselr equal to what Masonry will demand of you,
say so! In either case be frank and true, as becomes
an honorable man ! Do you still persist in your intention to become :~ Mason?
~
I do.
O.. Every association, sir, has its peculiar laws,
and every member has duties to perrorin : and, as it
would be neither just nor wise to impose on any one
obligations of whose nature he was not previously informed, I shall miow explain to you what will be your
primary engagements.
Your first engagement will be absolute secrecy in
regard to everything you may have already heard,
understood, or discovered among us, and as to everything you may see or that may come to your knowl-

TEE flrrEnnoGATION.

I

91

would be enough for us to s~.r
that we regard this secrecy as an indispensal)Ie condition of your initiation, whether it were ren.t~onahlo
edge hercafter.

It

itor has
unreasonable.
aI~rays been But
required,
iL is our
haspleasure
generally
to beeti
add, kept
that
inviolably, and has enabled the Order to render mi-

portant services to the cause of Human Liherty, at
times and in countries when and where Masonry, its
objects known, would have been, as indeed it often
was, persecuted as heretical or revolutionary.
The second, which would of itself wake M;isoiiry
the most sacred of all the bonds that unite humanity
if even it did not make it the most noble, ii~iposing,

and respectable of associations, expresses a duty that
is imbedded as one of the constituent principles of
Masonry in its very substance, and belong~i to its
essence. It is, as I have informed you, the duty of
warring against those passions, to be subjuiated by
which dishonors man, and at last makes him nhiscr~
able, an object of hatred, or of contempt mind pity;
of pra;ctising the kindly, generous, and bemmermce~t
virtues; of giving aid and comfort, pbysic:ilh-, n~orally, and spiritually, to the Brethren, foresceimn, and
with kind forethought providing for, their llCL’~~i(jes
or relieving these as they arise ; giving them good
advice and wise counsel, and dispensing anu’uig thczu
light and knowledge. All this, regarded ~s a rare
excellence in a Profane, will be, for you as a Fr~.
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mason, the simple performance of ordinary acts of
justice.
Every opportunity to (10 a kindness, confer a
bencflt, or rcndcr a service to a Brother, of which a
Mason does not avail hirnself~ when he can do so
without grave and serious injury and injustice to
himself and those near to him by the tics of blood—
rc]ationship, makes him guilty of an act of faithless—
Dess, and dishonors him : to refuse ~oassist a Brother
is perjury : and true friendship, tcndcr and consoling, is worshippcd in our Temples, less bccause it is
a sentiment, titan bccau~e, being a duty, it. may become and be made a virtue.
The third obligation, which you will minot contract
until after your initiation, will be to conform at all
~~ointsto the ancient landmarks and gencral statutes
of the Ordcr, and to the particular Laws of your
Lodge; submitting yourself to whatsocvcr shall, in
its Dame, be legally demanded of you ; and to obey
the constitutional and legal mandates and edicts of
your lawful chiefs in Masonry.
Now, sir, you know what are the principal duties
of a Mason. You may s~y that Masons too generally
do not perform those duties: that their charities are
small and rarely bestowed : that their moneys, received for initiations and by contributions, are spent
in show and parade: that they rarely assist or advise
each other: that they defame and malign one an-
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other: that rival rites and rival bodies quarrel : that
Masons prove to be no bettcr and no wiser than
other men: and that a Mason is often the last man
to whom a Mason will apply for assistance in distress8
or for encouragement and support when maligned or
persecuted. You may therefore say to yourself, that
the obligations of the Order arc unreal, and its pretensions unfounded; and that you, too, may safely
take those obligations, because you may, with the
same impunity as others, neglEct or violate them.
However it may be elsewhere8 it cannot be justly
charged that such is the condition of (he Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite. There is no Order or Church
that has not Members who do not practise what they
profess. The authorities of the Ancicnt and Accepted
Scottish Rite have resolved to form select bodies of
Masons by initiation according to their own forms,
and by selection of the best from among Master
Masons, already made such in the other Rite; and
within this limited circle to insist on (he fidi perfoimance of all Masonic duty ; to 101) oIl, without mercy,
all dead and decayed branchcs, and ho longer to permit the presence of the faithless, the lukewarm, Qr
the apathetic in their Temples. Here Masonic obligations arc serious, solemn, and real. Imagine not
that they can be lightly taken, and as lightly disregarded, with impunity. It would be a fatal mistake.
Before proceeding further, we require your oath

Tflfl
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of Honor. You must give it, drinking of a Consecrated Cup. If you arc sincere, you may drink
with confldence ; but if falsehood and clissiniulation
itiust accompany your l)ronhise, swear not at all!
Rather put away thc Cup, the same as that which,
among the ancient Hebrews, drunk by the guilty,
caused the curse. Are you prepared to swear?

~

I am.

O.. •~ Let this aspirant arisc, and conduct him to
the altar!
2Z conducts hini to tbc alcar, where be stands on the West
side of it, facing the East.

O.. Brother Sacrificer, present to this aspirant the
Consecrated Cup, deadly as aconite to the forsworn I
SOFT, SLOW MUSIC.

0.14.

*

*

lie is rcconductc•d betweeti the Warden; and scaLed.

MUSIC CflA5ES.

O.. I will ~ot believe, sir, that you arc deceiving
either us or yourself. Still, it is well for you to in—
terroga te yourself, since self-deception is the most
common and dangerous of errors. It is still permassil~le for you to decline advancing. And it would be
far better to do so, while you ma~’, with honor, than,
governed by a false pride, to persist in what, at first
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a venial error, would, if continued after repeated
warning, become a crime.
All men drink of the cup of good and cvil fortune.
It is the cup of human life. We have permitted you
to do little more thait taste the sweet, while you have
been required to drain the bitter to the dregs. Let
this rewind you that the wise and just man enjoys
the pleasures of life in moderation, and is not ostentatious of the good that ho enjoys1 since by that
ostentation hc would insult misfortune ; and that as
suffering enters more largely into the lot of most men
thanhappiness and czmjoyment, we should be patiently
resigned to suffer when our Father in Heaven sends
us calamities and afflictions. We should be unworthy
to share the benefits which society and association
afford, if we were not also ready to share the evils
which our Brethren and fellows suffer. Woe unto
him who despairs, when he has to drain the Cup of
suffering to the bottom I Ho is unworthy to be called
a maul Where fore, if unfortunately thou becornest
a victim, consult thy Conscience! If it accuse thee,
humble thyself, without abjectness, and reform! If,
on t~e contrary, it do not denounce thee, lift up thy
fore~iead! f’,r God has made thee in ~fls image and
likeness; aid let re~cction enable ~hce to draw
strength from weakness. Fall not j~ the struggle,
like a Cowat’~i; but resist like a Herc 1
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Our tests are symbolic, and iiot terrible or dangerous. Still they will try your firmness and rcsolution.
They foreshadow what you may have to endure, or
violate your obligation as a Mason; and they remind you anew that your resolution must not falter,
nor you l)urchase liberty or lire by dishonor ; even
if, like our Masonic fathers, you should some day
find yourself in the cruel and pitiless embrace of a
political or religious Inquisition, that imprisons, and
in the depths of its dungeons, or on its scaffolds, unmolates those who defend Freedom, or teach her Holy
Doctrines. The Inquisition never found a coward or
informer among Masons. It only sleeps, and may
awake egain. The kings imitate each other. You
way not always live in a country where the incontro.
vertiblc rights of Human Nature are respected. If
they now aro so in your own, you may unexpectedly
see a Usurper declare his will to be the only law, and
be suddenly required, at any hazard, to assort the
rights of the People and the majesty of the law
against him. The nation that is free to-day may be
enslaved to-morrow ; the too free soonest submitting,
subservient to the Despot’s ancient pIca, ~ecessity.
Republic ycsierday, l~ingdom to-day, Empire tomorrow—such are the flLlmtastic scene-shiftings of
Thitions. Therefore rcflec~ well before you further
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commit yourself! When you shall have taken a step
further in advance, it will be too late to draw back.
Your destiny ~iill then have been determined.
0.17.

*

*

*

*

*

xv.
THE JOUE7=TEYS.

Q.. Hi~vi you well reflected, sir, on the grave
issues involved in that which has engaged your coni
sideration? I ask you for the last time. Will you
return to the outer world, or do you still resolve to
become a Mason?
~

•.

The candidate replying that be will advance, 0 raps once,
• and 0 repeat It, and 0 says, In a loud voice:

Q.. Terrible Brother, take possession of this Profane, and cause him to make his first journey I. Use
your best efforts to bring him back in sa(ety I
0.18.

*

*

*

*

*

0.0. I congratulate you, sir, on your safe return.

You have already been informed that the tests of
Masonry are symbolical. What have you chiefly re~
marked in your journey? What ideas has it aug.

THE JOCJ2~EIS.
98
gested, to what reflccilons given birth?

or what

does IL scemn to you symbolical 7
i~

nnswcru, und is then seated.

Q.•. This flrst jourucy, with its roam lags, its thunders, its clectric shocks, reprcseuts the second clement, the Am, which, with its meteors, miasms,
liglitnings, and continual fluctuations, incessantly
meunces us with death. It was ancicntly considcred
one of the means by which the souls of the dead were
purified. “As physical bodies,” the old sages said,
are exalted from earth to water, rroiu water to air,
from air to fire, so the man may rise into the Hero,
the Hero into the God.” In the course of nature the
soul, to recover its lost estate, must pass through a
series of trials and migrations. The scene of those
trials is the Grand Sanctuary of Initiation, the universe : their primary agents are the elements, and
Dionusos is official arbiter of the Mysteries, guide of
the Soul, the Sun, the Liberator of the elements,
Creator or the world, Guardian, Liberator and SaTiour of the Soul, ushcred into the world amidst
hightuings and thundcr.
Again, the Air is a symbol or Vitality or life.
When Yehaah-Aloliim, says the Ancient Hebrew
Cosmogony, had formed man of the dust of the
ground, lIe breathed into his nostrils the breath of
lire, and wan became a living Soul. The Air, to the
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Hebrews, Btmbolized .YeyAesc&, or Vitality, the lowest
portion or the immaterial part of man, of the Trinity
of LIFE, SnRzr, and MIND. The Air, therefore, is a
natural and apt emblem of human life, with its crosscurrents, its agitations, its stagnations, its lassitudes
and energies, its storms and calnis, its electrical disturbances and equilibria. So also the comparison of
the life of man to a journey, has always been familiar
to moralists and philosophers: and thus the journey
you have taken is a fit emblem of that life, with its
tumult of the passions, its shoeks of conflicting interests, its difficult undertakings, its successes and reverses, Its obstacles, multiplying and co-operating
to hinder and embarrass.
But this Is too trite an interpretation, though true,
to be the only one. Your journey also represents
the Progress of a People; that Progress, to assist In
which Is the highest aim of Freemasonry. Progress
is the Mode of Man. The general life of the Human
Race is called Progress. It is the collective advance
of the Human Race. Progress marches; it makes
the great human and terrestrial journey toward the
Celestial and the Divine, from the Square. to the
Compass. It meets delays, recoils at and then overcomes its obstacles: it has its halts, where it rallies
the belated flock: ii has its stations, where it meditates, in sight of some Canaan, suddenly unveiling
its horizon. It has its nights when it sleeps: and
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it is one of the bitter anxieties of the Thitiker, to see
the shadow upon the Human Soul, and in the darkness to feel Progress asleep, without beiug able to
waken it.
But he who despairs is wrong. Progress infallibly
awakens ; and even in sleep it advances, for it has
grown. Wlicn we see it standing ngain, we find it
taller. To be always peaceful belongs to Progress
no more than to the air and the river. Each of these
meets obstructions ; the air-currents flow against and
around forests and mountains ; the river flows over
rocks. These make the air roll and eddy in billows,
the water foam, and humanity seethe. Hence storms,
hurricanes, cataracts, eddies, and counter-currents,
troubles, conrusions, revolutions; but after these we
find that ground has been gained. The Inquisition
imprisons Galileo, but the Earth still moves. Until
Order, which is but Universal Peace, be established,
until harmony and unity reign, Progress will have
flevolutions for stations.
The Nations, moreover, are blind, and the DE5TI~T
that leads them onward is symbolized by your guide,
the Terrible Brother. Statesmen are but puppets in
the hands of Destiny and Providence; blind instruments of a Higher and Inscrutable will. The ends
to which their labors and their virtues or villainies
tend, are not those for which they struggle, and to~wardwhich they seem to themselves to make the
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nation march. The few intellects that really and
truly foresee, rarely control and govern. They are
Cassandras, whose prophecies are wholly unheeded.
The individual man, also, is blind, led by the cords
of destiny in the hands or those who educate him, and
or the circumstances that surround him. Tbe opinioos
of the mass of men are imposed upon them, not
adopted upon reflection and examination. Custom
and Prejudice are the blind guides or the blind. Yet
the Truth dreads nothing: and he who does not exercise his Reason, even in matters of faith, remains a
child, a blind traveller, all his lire. To forbid one
the use or his reason, and to require him to accept
his faith at tbc dictates of another, is an absurdity;
since, if faith be unreasoning, no man can show in
what respect Ais faith deserves the preference over
that or any other. Every man has a righL to say,
for &imsdf, like Tertullian, that he will believe a
thing because IL is a folly, and hold IL certain, because it is impossible; but tio man h~is a right to demand that any other man shall, at his dictation, do.
the same.
Whererore, as you have now experienced the helplessness and abdication of manhood which are involved
in being blinded and led by a guide, let no one hereafter lead you, blinded, in matters or faith; buL in all
things see for yourself; and judge for yourself by the
laws or Reason and Analogy.
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Finally, as after tho storm comes a calm, and after
thc earthquake repose, so, when the period of tests
and trkds shall Jinvo passed—the age of error and
doubt—thc trflfl(jUilIity of Reason ~~‘illbe enjoycd, of
that peace of the soul which satisfics the conscience.
After the Revolutions of Progress, the stability and
repose of Free Institutions! After the storms and
conflicts of the individual life, the serenity and quiet
of the soul—result of a just equilibrium of the appetiLes, the pnssions, the moral energies, and the intellectual powers. To attain this within himself, to aid
his country in its progress toward it, is to do the
true work of a Mason, and requires, above all things,
constancy and courage. Such are the wise lessons
of the test by Am. Are you ready to encounter the
hazards of the second journey?
~{4.•. I am.
0:. Terrible Brother1 take this Profane on his
second jourficy I
0.19.
*
*
*
*
*
*
0.. Again I congratulate you, sir, on your safe
return. Terrible Brother, permit him to be seated!
You have been subjected to the third test, that of
WATER. The brazen layer, containing the Water in
which your hand has boen three times dipped, represents those placed by King Salamob in the Temple,
and that Brazen Sea in the Tempic, which, supported
on twelve o~eu that looked to the cardinal points of
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the Compass, was an image or the great ocean that
washes the shores or the world. In all the ancient
initiations, the symbolical purification of the soul, by
the washing of the body, ~iasan indispensable part
of the ceremonial.
4

*

LITUUOY B.

*

*

In all, the symbol of washing or baptism by water
meant the same thing—purification of the hand and
heart. As such it was used by the Essetics and John
the Baptist, and adopted as part of the ceremonial of
Christianity. It was peculiarly expressive in the
hot, dry Orient, where rivers are blessings flowing
from God, and springs in the desert are called diamonds. Naturally, to the dweller on the i~ile, the
Ganges, the Euphrates, or the Jordan, purification of
the body by water became the symbol of purification
of the soul.
The Ocean, also, has always been an apt symbol
of the People, to whose service every true Mason
devotes himself. Inert in calm, and in the tropics
almost stagnant, it is agitated aad wrinkled by the
least movement over it of the winged idads. Tortimrcd by tempest, its huge waves shake its iron-bound
shores. Its great icebergs drift through it, like Enipires on the Seas of Time. Its instability amid fury
picture the fickle humors and mereiless revenges or

an exasperated people. Its great currents are like
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those of popular opinion. The huge tidal waves, undiil:~tiig in a few moments across the expanse of the

wide Atlantic, are like the impulses that flash niys—
teriously through an awakened nation ; and individual men are but the drops of the vast ocean of
huttinanity, of which the nations are the waves. As
tIme mariner must incur the hazards or shipwreck and
engulrmnent in the waves, so must the Patriot who
would serve the People do so at the risk of becoming
odious to it, and being crushed by it in its blind
rage. Let this remind you that you must have a
higher motive for your public action than office and
honors ; since, if the desire for these alone actuates
you, you will infallibly cease to serve the People when
it the most needs your services, and when to be
its benefactor is most noble, because it is most dangerous and least profitable. Terrible Brother, take
this Profane on his third journey I
0.20.

*

*

*

*

*

*

0.’. In this last journey, sir, you have passed
through the test of FIRE, the last mode of symbolic
hllirification. “I, indeed,” said JoUN the BAPTIST,
“baptize ~OU with wafer unto repc?dance, but iTe that
conmeth after me shall baptize you toith the Holy Siirit
and Jire.” Human ceremonies are indeed but imper-

fect symbols, and the alternate baptisms in fire and
water, intended to purify us unto immortality, are
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even in this world interrupted at the moment of their
anticipated completion. Life is a mirror, which
reflects only to deceive, a tissue perpetually interruj)ted and broken, an urn forever fed, yet never
full.
The Deity Himself was symbolized by all the
ancient nations as LIGUT, FInE, or FLAME. The worship or the SUN was the basis of all the Religions of
Antiquity. To the Ancients light and heat were
mysteries; and the ~ynibol of purification by fire
became, in the worship of the Gods, the actual sacrifice of innocenLs in the flames. For so the symbol,
especially in religions, always tends to usurp the l)lace
of that which it symbolizes; the idol comes to be
worslmipped as the God of which it was originally the
symbol, and the ceremony and formnulas to be deemed
possessed of the virtue and efficiency of saving
grace.
Purified by water and fire, you are symbolically
free of all stain or vice. It is o’solemn pledge on
your part that you will continually strive to become
so. The fire, moreover, wlmose flame has always
symbolized aspiration, ardor, and zeal, reminds you
that you must always aspire toward excellence ana
true glory1 and labor with ardor and zeal in the
cause in wlmich you engage, especially if tlmat cause
be the cause of the People.
One other test remains. The Masonic Order or
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your country may at some time need that you should
shed your blood in its dcfcncc. A. true lilason cannot shrink from the sacrifice. Socrates refused to
cscnpc when the prison-doors were opened. flcgulus
2dvised Rome not to make le~lce, and returned to
the enemy to be put to death. Undoubtedly the
principal Martyrs or Liberty and the Faith, in all
egos, might have lived a little longer, and lost im—
mortal glory, if they had but consented to fawn upon
tyranny end sacrifice to the Pagan Gods. Bofore
you caix be initin ted into our mysicrics, you must pass
through the baptism of blood. This can, by no
means, be omitted. ir you feel that you are possessed of devotedness and fortitude enough to offer
yourself us a sacrifice to serve the Country, the
Ordcr, Humanity, your feUo~vs, at the imminent risk
of life, you must now seal your profession of faith
~ritli your blood. We cannot accept mere words
and promises. Are you prepared?
~j4.•. I am.
0.21.

*

*

*

*

*

*

O.. The Baptism of Blood is not a symbol of
Purification. It is the Baptism of Heroism and Dcvotedness, of the Soldier and the Martyr. It is a
solemn pledge that you will not falter in the l)erform—
enee of Masonic duty to your fellows, the Order, or
your Country, through fear of the Persecutor or the
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Tyrant. The duties of life are more than life ; and
to lengthen his days is not the most important of all
things to a true Ifan and Mason. Even the wild
Indian, condemned to die, and permitted to go to a
distance upon his promise to return, presents himself
at the day to be slain, rather than save his life by
violating his word. The soldier risks his life daily,
not for his pay of a shilling, but for lila duty to the
flag under which he serves. Shall the I~Iasoa’s love
of life weigh more heavily in the scale ngaiast Duty
and Honor than that of the rude soldier or ruder
barbarian?
It reminds you also of the blood shed In all ages
by Intolerance and Persecution, and pledges you to
Toleration and the defence of the sacred rights of
Conscience. It reminds you of the Martyrs of all
cree(ls, dying.for their faith I of the bloody sacrifices
of the Hebrew altar and the Mexican Teocalli; of
the stake and the rack of the Inquisition, and the
gallows stretching its arm over the Christian pulpit ;
of all the long roll of atrocities an(l murders sanctioned
by religion, and deemed grateful service to a God of
Love.
The time has come, sir, for you to perform a
simpler and easier act of Masonic duty. We have
unfortunate Masons, widows, and orphans, to whom
the Lodge gives continual assistance. I shall send a
Brother to you, to whom you will make known, in a
•
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whisper, how much you are now willing to contribute
for the rclief or these unfortunates. ~OLl will atot
say it aloud ; for you are to know that the charitable
acts of Masons, not being acts of ostentation and
vanity, to minister to the pride of him who give5,
and humiliate him who receives, ought alwuys to be
shrouded in secresy. “ When thou doest alms, let
not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth ;
that thine alms may be in secret ; aim d thy Father
which seeth in secret, will reward thee openly.”
~ goes to the Candidate, 0 raps 0, and says:
O.. Hold! Charity ecases to be a virtue when it
prevents the performance of more sacred and more
pressing duties. Civil engagements to be met, a
family to maintain, relations dealL harshly with by
fortune to relieve, children to rear and educate—
these create the foremost duties that nature imposes
on us ; these are the creditors of every man whose
conduct is regulated by the principles of Equity.
The maxim of the Law is the maxim of Masonry—
Yemo liberalis nisi UZaratus.” No one must be
liberal until liberated of these paramount duties. To
give what is elsewhere pledged and owing, is to give
what is not our own ; is to give, without their consent, what belongs to others. Give, Lherefore, only
what you can give, and yet fully Perform those same
duties I At the same time, consider not your own
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ease, indulgence, comfort, or luxury, as creditors to
be preferred to the poor. To give only so much as
we could throw away without losing a comfort, or
mortifying an appetite, or denying ourselves the indulgence of a wish or whim, is an act of no merit,
since it coats us nothing and d~prives us of nothing.
He who gives shillings to the poor, and squanders
pounds in luxuries or gaming, may indeed do good;
but there is no merit or charity in the act. Determine now what thou wilt give the destitute wards of
the Lodge out of what is thine own I
Ifhe refuses to give anything, the Lodge will determine, upon
the reasons given by him, whether he shall be received.
The Alnioner ~riIl,in a whisper, inform 0 of the amount he
proposes to give. If the offer is a generous one, 0 will say:
Q.. The gift is a generous one, sir. I expected
no less after your professions and promises. The
Lodge, which is about to receive you as a Member,
expresses through me its approbation, and returns
you its thanks. And though the needy, whom your
gift will relieve, will not know from whom it comes,
you will none the less be enriched by their gratitude
and benefited by their prayers.
If the gift is small, 0 will say:
0;. If, sir, what you have offered to give be all
that your paramount obligations will permit, and if
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to give it dcprives you of some luxury or comfort,
and truly makes you poorer thaii before, it is the
widow’s mite, as acceptable in the sight of heaven as
the rich man’s costly offering would bc. Your gift is
received and accepted by the Lodge with grateful
thanks.
Aftcr either of these, o will say:
O.. You are about, sir, to receive that of which your
plcdges arc the consideration. If those pledges are
not faithfully kept, you will have obtained initiation
under false preteuces, and be guilty of an offence
equivalent to that which the law punishes. If you
should so offend, you will have given us the right
to punish you. If we should not exact the penalty,
remember that the consequences of crime and wrong
inevitably flow from them, and are eternal, by the
inflexible law of cause and effect. That law is irrepealable. Brother Master of Ceremonies, take this
candidate, and conduct him to the Brother Se~ior
Warden in the West, who will teach him. how to take
the first step on the angle of an oblong square ; and
so let him approacW the Altar, to take upon himself
the obligation of an ~ntered Apprentice Mason!

XVI.
THE OBLIGATION.
0.22.
0:.

S
RisE,

*

and again follow your guide I

2i takes him by the arm, and leads him into the Preparation.
loom.

The Hall is darkened. At the entrance to tho East are placed
two pani, with resin and alcohol, which, burning, will give the
only light.

0.28.

5

All the Brethren are now armed with naked swords, and form
a semi.circle on tho east side of the Altar, the Master and War
dens in the centre. During the Scene that ensues, all point
their blades toward the Candidate. He is led in, and placed
on the West of the Altar, (acing the East.

0.•. In your present condition, sir, what I~ It yoa
most desire?
~

0.24.

LIGHT.
5

*

*

5

G.•. The fitrul, melancholy gleams or sombre
light enable Lbee to see that which represents the
bodiless head or the Essenian Preacher, JOHN the

U&rrjsr, whose doctrines, many years afler Ms
death, Apollos, coming from Alexandria, In Egypt,
to Ephesu~, taught: ot’ whom, also, after his death,
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the Chief Pricsts and Scribes feared to say that he
was not wspircd, lcst the pcople, who all believed
him to hare beca a prophet, should SLOflC them ; to
whose counsel aud rebukcs Herod listencd with
reverence, and who, he thought, was risen from the
dead when CulusT bcg~m to prcach. JOaN, an Eremite, preaching reform in the desert-country, near
the Jordan, clad in the garments or a penitent, and
living on the food or a l3edouin, boldly rebuked the
ambitious, haughty, and self-righteous Pharisecs and
the skeptical and scoffing Sadducees, as a race of
vipers, and preached human equality ~nd the ultimate triumph of good and evil in the Salvation of the
Lord. He inculcated repentance and rerormation, a
liberal charity, and a virtuous life. He exhorted
public officers to exact no more from the people than
that which the law required, and the soldiery to do
violence to no one, accuse no one falsely, and be
content with their legal power and pay. He sternly
reproved Ilerod for his sinful connection with the
wife of his brother. The lewd and revengeful woman
sought his Death; but Herod imprisoned hun without
trial, and so kept him confined, until her daughter,
dancing before him, his lords and captains, on his
birthday, obtained his promise that he would grant
her whatever she might ask, and, prompted by her
mother, she demanded the head of the eloquent
Essenian Missionary.
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The abuses or arbitrary power in all ages are
summed up in this single legend: the baleful influences of the mistresses of Kings and Emperors; imprisoninent, without trial, by leltres de cacAet and
other inventions of tyranny, for acts or words that
were not offences defined and punishable by any Jaw;
the dependence of liberty and lire on the word, revengeful or lascivious, of an amorous Tyrant or
wanton woman. In the arbitrary imprisonment of
JoH~f we see the very essence or tyranny and despotism, the power to imprison, without trial, for ivhat
is no crime defined by law; the absence or impotence or any impartial judicial power, to set rree the
prisoner illegally detained. In the execution we see
Murder, as committed in all ages and countries, by
Kings and time usurpers or civil and military power;
and in Jo~r, the bold rebuker or the vices or the
people, of time arrogance, hypocrisy, ambition, and
infidelity of the Priesthood, of the unjust exactions
or the agents of Power or. the Law, of the license,
violence, usurl)ation, and rapine of the soldiery, and
or the vices of the Crown and Court, we have the type
or tIme true and genuine Freemason, Successor of the
Ancient Essenes. Him thou art to imitate, even, If
necessary, in his fate.
Moreover, if thou shouldst ~iolatc thy solemn
obligation, these sombre and gloomy lights, these
blades, aimed at thy heart, this bodiless head, typiry
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the veugenuce which thou hast now made lawful for
us, and fro~n which, if we refrain, it will be to deliver
thee to the more terrible l)uBishIlIent of universal
hatred, coiitcmpl, and execration, to nit iimiinortalily
of infamy and ignominy, iii comparison wilh which
death would be a blessing.
lirother Master of Ceremonies, reuiiovo this Candidate once more I and let him now and always be
sure that, should he prove a traitor to us, there will
be no corner of the wide earth in which he cnii take
refuge, into which he will tiot bear with him the
stigwa of his crime: that everywhere die report of
his excommunication will have preceded him, as if
borne by the lightning, and that everywhere be will
find Masons informed of his guilt, and detesting his
lerjury.
The Candidate is ngain blinded nud led out. Tben all the
lights nrc lit, and the Lodge n~suines It. most brilliant appearance. The i3rethtren are nil standing in their places, their
swords drawn, sword-ann extended to the front, but the uwordpoha. lowered. The Candidate re-enters, nnd is led up to the
Altar. 0 rn~s o, and says:

O.. J’ J3ruther Orator, thou hast seen this Candidate descend into the bosom of the earth and there
read our solemn lessons. Thou hast heard him renounce the Profane world. Thou hast heard his
obligation, and his solemn-sacred pledges. Thou
hast seen him casL his prejudices and preconcel)tioIIs
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to the wind, be tested by the air, purify himself
with water, be sublimated in fire. Dost thou now
deem him worthy to be received among us I
I do, Venerable Master.
Q.•. •t’ Brother Junior Warden, on whom rests
one of the Columns of the Temple, thou hast seen
~

.~.

this Candidate offer up his blood as a sacrifice and a
pledge that he will serve his fellows, his Country,

and Humanity at the hazard of his life. Dost thou
deem him worthy to be received among us?
Q•.~ I do, Venerable Master.
0... J’ Brother Senior Warden, on whom rests
one of the Columns of the Temple, thou hast seen
and heard all. In thy presence and hearing the
Candidate has taken his vow and sealed his solemn
obligation. He is ple(lged, like our glorious cxeai~
plar, Jo~r the BAPTIST, to rebuke with boldness,
Power, Hypocrisy, Ambition, Usurpation, and Vice;
to be the Apostle of the Truth, and to speak it
boldly, at the risk of Martyrdom. Dost thou deem
him worthy to be received among the Brethren of

the Truth, the Vindicators of the Rights of Man 1
I do, Venerable Master.
Q.•. .A.nd I, too, deem him worthy. Brother
Orator, what dost thou ask.for this Candidate?
~..

~:.

Lig.’d/

Brother Junior Warden, what dost thou ask
for this Candidate?
041•.

1.16

Licarrl
®.~.
Brother Senior Warden, what dost thou ask
for this ~‘amdidaie?
e:. THE GREAT LIGHT!!
~..

0.26.

Vt

*

*

I
XYIL

IJIGRT.
®.~.

Ii~ iA~e arrar of swords that now surrounds thee,

my Brother, there is nothing at which to be alarmed.
~ow they are not directed against thee. On the
contrary, they are drawn to defend thee until the
death, l.ecnuse we have thy obligation, which makes
thee a Mason, and we believe thee to be a man of
liommor and good faith. The fortunate day of loyal
friendships and )oriiig Brotherhood dawDs for thee ;
and hereafter thou art to see in us not mnere]y friends,
but brethren~ ready, with thousands upon thousands
over the whole surface of the earth, to hasten to thy
assistance against any who may assail thy life or
honor, though thou art as yet only an Apprentice,
and not entitlezi tc the wages of a Craftsman.
On being br~~h t toJight, you see before you the
~oly Bi~ie fo? ike ~Itbrew Pentateuch), the Corn-
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pass, and the Square, upon the Altar of Masonry—
both points of the Square being over the Compass.
These are deemed indispensable in every (Christian)
Lodge, and they are called the THREE GREAT LIGHTS
or the Lodge. You see them by the blaze of the
three lesser Lights of the Lodge, on the East, West,
and South of the Altar, Symbols, it is ordinarily
said, or the Sun, the Moon, and the Master of the
Lodge. These latter are termed, also, the SUBLIME
LIGHTS in Masonry. The HOLY BIBLE, it is said, 15
the rule and law of Government of Masons: the
SQUARE governs our actions, and the Co~u’Ass keeps
us within just bounds as to all men, and more particularly toward our Brethren.
Our Brethren of the English or York Rite say:
The BIBLE points out the path that leads to happiness, and is dedicated to Gon. The SQUARE
teaches us to regulate our conduct by the principles
of Morality and Virtue, and is dedicated to the
MASTER;

and the COMPASS teaches us to limit our

desires in every station, and is dedicated to the
CRAFT. The BInLE is dedicated to the service of

because it is the inestimable gift or God to
man: the SQUARE to the MASTER, because it is the
proper Masonic emblem or his office, and it is constantly to remind him or the duty he owes to the
GOD,

Lodge over which he is appointed to preside; and
the CoMPAss to the CB..&Fr, because, by a due atten-
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tion to its use, they are taught to regulate their
desires, anti keep their passions within due
hounds.
And, as to the Lesser Lights, they say that they
are thus cxplaincd : As the Sun governs the world
by day, and the Mooti rules it by night, so ought the
Mnstcr to rule and govern his Lodge with equal
re~u taritv.

o.•.

raps o, mid all the 13rvtlircn lay a!’idc their swords, end
remahi snandiitg, and uiidcr the Sign oC Order.

o.•. J’

I)rother 3lastcr or Ceremonies, conduct
this new Brother to the Throne.
lie is conducted to the East.

Q.. Kneel again, my friend, on your right knee.
lie does so; and 0 laying the blade of his sword on his head,

says:

0:. To the Glory or the Grand Architect of the

the auspices or the Supreme
Council (Mother Council of the World), or the Sov-

Universe, and under

ereigns the Grand Inspectors-Ge’ieral, Grand Elect
Knights of the Holy House of the Temple, Grand
Commanders of the HoW Empire, of the 33d and last
Degree oF the Ancient anti Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of
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the United States, whose See is at Charleston, in
the State of South carolina
[or, if there
be a Grand Cousistory, under whose jurisdiction the
Lodge is held
“of the Grand Consistory
of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret, of the 32d
Degree of the Ancient and Accepteti Scottish Rite
rf Freemasonry, for the Slate of
.“], and by
virtue of the powers in mc rested by this Respectable
Lodge, I do receive and constitute you, A....
B.
, an Entered Apprentice Mason, of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and a Member
.

.

.

.

.

.

....

..

.

of this Respectable Lodge.
0.26.

*

*

*

*

*

*

o.~ now bands the Neophyte the Apron, saying:
In the flit lfodcrne, the Cni,clidate hcro repeats, or ratber
conflrms, his obligation, kiiceliiig a~ the Altar, nndcr tile Arch
of Steel.

Q.•. As you are now a Mason, it is necessary for
you to be clothed as such. Receive this Apron of
white lamb—skin, which Apprentices wear with the flap
turned up. It is the distinctive bridge of a Mason ;
and our Brethren of the York Rite say that it is
iiiore ancient than the Goldcu Fleece or Roman
Eagle, iiioie honorable than the Star and Garter, or
any other decoration. It is at least as ancient. It is
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honorable, because it is an emblem of labor. You
ought, the same Brethren say, to wear it with pleasure to yourself and honor to the fraterni(y. It has,
in all ages, been deemed an emblem of innocence;
he, thercfore, they say, who wears the lamb-skin as
a badge oC Masonry, is continually reminded of that
purity of life and conduct which is so essentially
necessary to his gaining admission into the Celestial
Lodge above, where thie Supreme .irehitect oC the
Universe presides.
The A~no~ is the evidence of your right to sit
among us; and you must never be present in any
Lodge without it. Its peculiar and real Symbolism
will be made known to you hereafter. You have
already the surface-symbolism, that of the hornbook
Innocence and C~ndor. “We speak wisdom
among them that are perfed; not the wisdom of this
world, or or the Princes of this world, that come to
nought: But we speak GoD’s wisdom in a mystery—
the HIDDEN, which God had in idea before the Universe t3tiStCd, to be our Glory, and which none of the
•Princes of this world knew.” PAUL, like the York
Rite, spoke to the Corinthians as infants, having an
animal, and no spiritual nature, and fed them with
milk, and not with meat—Use points of the Compass under the i%uare.
—

Then 0 bands the Candidate a pair of white GLOTES for him.
icif; and says:
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Q.. These also are part of the clothing of a Mason.
Be it your care to keep them unsullied, never staining them by vice I Let your hands and heart be
always pure and undeflied I Walk as a child of
Light, and have no fellowship withthe unfruitful
works of darkness.
Thou he bands him a jair of glores for a lady, saying:

Q.•. These the Lodge presents to your wife, or to

her who, behoved by you, may hereafter become
such. They wilh be a fit symbol of the purity of true
affectiou, and will be to her as a pledge on the part
or the Lodge, that if shc should ever need its assistance, consolation, or enconiagemnent, an advocate or
a defender, she will find all in the Lodge or among

the Brethren.
Masonry, my Brother, has its own speech nod
peculiar inngimnge, which forms a bond of union

among all the Masons in the world. IL consists in
5S’igns, Grips or Tokens, and 1 Fords.

0.27.
*
*
*
*
Q•~~ Whenever you enter thic Temple you will
give the SACRED WOJiD to thc Brother Junior Deacon
or Pursuivant, who is on time inside ; lettering it

without preliminary.
Masonry, my Brother, is known all over the world.
It is divided into many Rites, the three principal of
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which are the York or English Rite, worked in Great
Britain and her Colonies, and in the United States
and in Germany, and some other parts of Europe;
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and the flit
Moderne, sometimes called the French Rite. The
-Degrees of the Blue Lodge are essentially the same
in all. All rest. on the same basis, the same principles. We work in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, because we know it. to ba, in its groundwork and principles, and the chief points of its ceremonial, the least defiled by innovation.
There are differences in the languinige of these
Rites, of which you are entitled to be informed.
0.28.

*

*

*

*

*

*

When thin an~Lruction ham been given, 0 embrace. tbe
Kaophyte three times, or kisses bim three times on the forehead.
Tben )3e says:

G.e.

t~

Brother Master of Ceremonies, conduct the

Neophyte to the Brother Senior Deacon I

My

Brother, be seated I
The Brethren all sit down. The Neophyte i*

Q..

J’

lea to ‘i.

Brother Senior Deacon, Grand Expert of
the Lodge, be pleased to receive from this Neophyte
the Word, Signs, and Token.

LIORT.
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receives them, and anys:

1~ .. Brother Junior Warden, the Word, Signs,
and Token are just and perfect.

Q,. Brother Senior Warden, the Word, etc.
~..
Venerable Master, the Word, etc.
0..

P

Brother Master of Ceremonies, let this

Candidate be reconducted to the place whence he

caine, and be there reinvested with all whereof he
was divested, and then return to the East for further
instruction.
When he re-enters the Lodge, 2L cannes him to gain adminsian for himself by giving the proper battery and the Word to
~.
He the:: goes with him to near the Altar, and causes him
to salute the East, West, and South; and thon conducts him to
the ICast.

Q.. My Brother, it is necessary that a Mason
should have the proper implements with which to
work. The tools or implements with ivhicli nn Entored Apprentice works are TUE TWENTY-FOUR-INCH
llur~ or GAUGE and CoiuloN GAVEL.
They are presented to him,

XVIII.
~XFLANATIOK
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Q.. ‘ Tu~ TWENTT-FOUR•WCH GAUGE,” our BreWren of the York Rite say, “is an instrument used by
operntive Masons to incasure and lay out their work;
but Free and Accepted Masons make use of it for the
more noble and glorious purpose of dividing their
time. Its being divided into twenty-four equal parts,
is enibletnatical of the twenty-four hours of the day,
ivhieh ive are taught to divide into three equal parts,
whereby are found eight hours for the service of God
and a worthy distressed Brother, eight for their usual
avocations, and eight for refreshment and sleep.”
This was Saint Augustine’s division of time; and
it was perhaps real with him, he being a Bishop.
But there is not, nor ever was, any such division of
his time by one Mason in ten thousand ; nor is it required of a Mason. Wherefore the explanation and

application are faulty and incorrect. It is neither
appropriate nor philosophical.
The same Brethren say of the GAVEL: “It is an
implement made use of by operative Masons to byeak
oil the corners of rough stones, the better to fit them
for the builder’s use; but. Free and Accepted Masons
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are taught to make use of it for the more noble and
gloriuus purpose of divesting their hearts and consciences of the vices and superfluities of life, thereby
fitting their bodies, as living stones, for that spiritual
building, that house not niade with hands, eternal in
the Heavens.”

We can as little approve this application and
attempt at symbolism; because the comparison is
strained and artificial; the vices and superfluities of
life are not divested as with a stone-hammer, and by
the knock ing off of rough corners.
When those who made our Association what it
now is, concealed its true nature by adopting tho

name and character of a particular body of artificers,
in order that they might pursue their great and beimeficent purposes in safety, they of course adopted the
implements of that trade, and distributed theiu among

the different classes of their members. To the Entered Appremitices they assigned those of the appropriate hard and rudimental labor, the hammering or
cutting down to certain lines and di,ucmmsious, of the

rude, rough blocks of stone. Probably these imnplements had originally no symbolic meaning. It is
true that, in the Hieroglyphic language of Egypt, a

denoted Gon, and a cubit, JUSTICE. But it is
not to be imagined that tIme RULE and GAVEL were
AaicAet

adopted as symbols of JUSTICE and GOD, because
something resembling each was a symbol in Egypt,
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any more thati that the GAVEL alludes to the hammer
of the ~orseiiiaii’s God, Tuoji.
The IIL~Li; is the natural symbol of accuracy ill
worknrnnsluip, of strict definition und limitation6 or
and LAws, of rigid, ~umibcndin~
JUSTICE.
The IT4i~uMJ:i~ or GAVEL is an emblem of FOILCE, and
therefore of LAnon, which flhll)hiQs Force to Matter.
The l)eculiar Masonic use or this Force and that accurate regard to the lines defined and marked, is to
shaJ)e the double cube, a symbol of l)erfeetiou), out of
the rough aslilar or block or stone. If Mosonry were
merely an nssociatiou foil time moral improvement of
our ifl(liVidUnl selves, and if n Mason had no immore to
do Llm:uiin to hummer oil “the rices and superfluities
of his own heart and conscience,” some exclusively
moral nl)plication of these implements might be admuitted. But it. is by no menus so. There never
was any need of association, secresy, and terrible
obhigatiomus, for hard.
TIme GAVEL syinumbolizes FoncE: the Force of Nut Inbers, of Intellect., of Passion, Energy, Enthusiasm
the Force of Truih, Right, and Justice ; the Force of
STATUTES

S

tbe Principles of Freedom, Equality, and flrotherhood ; the immense Force of Ideas; tine Force, cornbluing all these Forces, or the Order of Freemasons,
and of a People mi~solved to be free.
In the printed volume of the Morals and Dogma
of the Symbolic Degrees ~iLh which you will be fur-
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nished, and which you must carefully study before
you can advance, you will find a full explanation of
what. we understand to be symbolized by the RULE
and the GAVEL. To that volumne jou will hereafter
be frequently referred, •and it will perhaps furnish
you, as it is inteminded to do, with food for sober, seiious, and profound reflection.
*

*

*

*

*

I shall now proceed, my Brother, to give you such
further Instruction as in this Degree you are entitled
to receive. You arc taught in Masonry by Symbols.
These were the almost universal language of the
ancient theologies. Thcy were the mnost obvious
muethod of instruction ; for, like Nature herselr, they
addressed the understanding through the eye; and
the most ancient expressions, denotimig comniunication of religious knowledge, signify ocular exhibition.
These lessons 11cre the enigmas of the Sphynx. “The
Gods themselves,” it was said1 “disclose their intentions to the wise, but to fools their teachimig is unintelligible.” The King of the Deiphic Oracle was said
not to declare, nor, on the other hand, to conceal, but
to intimate or 8ignfy. The innystemies were a series
of syninbols, and symubolical instruction is rccomnmended by the commstnnt mind uniformn usage of antiquity. The mysterious knowledge of the Druids was
emnbodied in signs and symbols; and Taliesin, (le-
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scribing his initiation, says, “The secrets were imParted to inc by the old Giamitess” (CERIDWEN, the
caine as I~ms), ~vitlmoutthc use of audible language.
1 ammi a .sden~ l)roflcient.”
Time immetbod of indirect suggestion, by allegory or
symbol, is a more efficacious instrument of instructiomi
timan plain, didoctic lainmguage since we are habitually
indifferent to that which is acjuired without effort.
17~e INiTIATED are few; thougl& many bear IlLO 7Yiyr“

Bus.,,

Synibols were used1 to a great. extent, to conceal
pnrt.icuhir truths from all except a favored few, who
bad the key to their mncamuing. To the mass of tIme
immitiated only some trite and obvious explanation
was given ; the primary among 111 any readimug~. The
meaning of the Symbols of Masonry is not unfolded
at once. We giVe you himits only, in general. You
must study out the recondite and mysterious
meanimigs for yourself. A single Bynibol often Imas
several mneanimigs. There are, Indeed, to almost

every one of the nnciemmt among these symbols, four
distinct nm~animmgs—omine, as it were, w~tkin tIme other :
the moral, political, philosopAical, and spiritual imican.
Ings. Time Apprentice nnd Fellow-Craft are taught
only time two first.
The symbols of these degrees are partly ancient
and hiartly modern. Time ammcient. have come down to
ns fromm~ the old Mysteries, of which we have already
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spoken, but of which we sImall not. fully speak in

tlmis degree.
The first scene iii the Greater Mysteries of Elcusis,
was in time Outer Court of the inclosurc ; as this
place, where you have been received; siguliks the
outer court or ground.iloom, time Pronaos, of King
Solomon’s Temple. The Candidates were awed with
terriflc sights and sounds, while they painfully groped
their way as in the gloomy caverns of the soul’s
sublunar migration. For by tIme immutable law,
exemj)liI’Ied in time trials of Psfich6, man mnust pass
through the terrors of the under-world, as you have
done in the dumigeon 00(1 cave, before lie can reach
the height. of Heaven. Time miiaterial horrors of Tartarus, as depicted by Virgil, were represented to time
Candidate. Successive scenes of darkness and Light
passed beforc Imis eyes, and many mystic representaLions of wondrous magnitude amid beauty. Astonishment and terror took his soul captive: in the Mysteries of Isis he passed through the dark valley of

the shado~v of Death, and themi immto a place representing the elements, where the two l)riflciples, Darkness and Light, symbols of Good amid Evil, clashed
and contended. In the Dionusiac Mysteries, the
Candidato was kept in darkness and terror, three
days and three nights. if you tlmought tlmat we kept
you too long blindfolded, learn that in this, also,
Masonry has softened down the tests of the ancient
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Mysteries I In tIme Ceremonies of Eleusis, there were
frightful scenes, alternations of fear and joy, darkness and light, glitterimig Ii~btniug and the crash of
thunder, the apparition of spectres, or magical illusions, impressing at once the eyes and ears.
In explaiiming time ceremonies through which you
have passed, if we speak to you in enigamas and hints,
as it were in initials and hicroglyplis, remember
them. Timey will be your guide imm future studies.
There are Catecimisms in this degree, called in the
York Rite “ Lectures,” parts of whicim you must learn.
To comiimuiit theum to memory is indispensable. Time
first repeats time mode of your initiation, step by
step ; the second gives the explanation of, and reasons for, that ceremonial ; the third describes the
Lodge and its furniture, and gives time l)rilnary meanlug of these as symbols. You will receive these in
full from the Brethren Senior and Junior Deacons.
We need say no more in regard to the dungcon
and the cave. “ Masons,” our French Br~tlmren say,
build, Temples to the Virtues and dig Dungeons for
the Vices.” The Donjon or Dungeon is a symiibol of
Royal and Feudal Power; of the rule of the Inquisition, the Monastery, and time Cloister. There are
dungeons for States and Nations also, in which these
sit and crouch and shiver, and deeay into their
dotage, loaded with fetters ; the bones of their good
and brave flung into the corners, that they may weep
-
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bitter tents over titeiti ; Libcrty lying in her Coffin
the skeleton or their old glories against the wall, the
lamp of Superstition, instead or the sunlight, or Truth

and Jietison, enabling tlicii to read the ~ad record or
their woes and shame ; the bread and water of the
pining prisoner; the skull, holding the sepulchral
lamp, teaching that their feeble light will soon be
ptenchtd in darkness, and they go down to join the
old dead Dcspotisins. Slaves to the dogmas of Divine
Right, of tinic-honored authority, legitimacy, and
sacred tradition, or of the Centralism that begets
Anarchy, that it nuiy hare the right to crush it out
by the Consulate and the Empire, the SdlL, the
&dplaur and the Mercury rail to remind Iheni that
nations, like indi~-iduals, have not only bodies or the
earth, earthy ; but souls, that should respond to the
calls and insp~raLions of Honor and Pride, and to the
sentiments or Libeily, Equality, and Fraternity ;
spirits that should irradiate the world with the
Light or Pliilosopby, Thought, and Intellect.
And before we pass liimally fm•oit, the Dungeon and
the Cave, let us return to tIme first and simplest
lesson they teach. A perpetual remnemnbramce or the
tomb is proper for the living. All must die. To
mingle with our lire a certain presence or the Sepulchre, is not only the law or the ascetic, but or the
wise man. In this relation they tend toward a
common centre.
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Your Preparation was at all points Symiibolic. You
wcrc, in

0.29.

tIme language of Masonry,
*

*

*

.

*

.

.

.

*

4?

The Candidate in Masonry is in search of LIGHT.
He represents both an individual man and a People.
As one and the other, he comes ri’om the darkness,
and ho wanders in the darkness, until, guided first by
the Terrible Brother, EXPEItIE=~CE, in whuich are involved Suffering, Calamity, and Distress; and afterward by REASON, as the Master of C~eremonies; FAITH
and LovE, the two Deacons, unseal his eyes to the
LIGHT or KNOWLEDGE and LIDERTY. The darkness
and the Preparation represent the condition of the
Individual—slave and prey or Ignorance, Superstition, and Tyranny, of Error and Vice: or the People,
at once the blind instrument and bound victim or
Power that oppresses, Craft that enslaves, and Policy
that brutalizes. lie is eniphmatically a Pro-fano, enveloped in mental darkness, poor and destitute of
rights and knowledge, naked, to show that he is defenceless, deprived

or

everything of value, because

he holds even what lie earns by the rrail and uncer.
tam tenure or the will and l)leasure of his Tyrant.s
and Masters; and round his Deck is the threefold
Cord of servitude and bondage, to Royally, the Cluzrck,
and time Nobility.
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Decency forbids his being made entirely naked,
and therefore he is so only symbolically. Nakedness and bare feet were symbols, with the Orientals,
of degradation, subjugation, afihiction, hiuniihity, and
sorrow. He has already “eaten the bread of adver.it1, and drunken (lie waters of affliction.” The heart

is on the left side, and to “bare” it is symbolically
to open the heart, by which are denoted irankness,
and entire absence of fraud, deceit, and concealment.
The heart, to the ancients, was the seat of the passions, emotions, and aD’ections, and although its functions are now well known to be merely mechanical,
the word is still used by all men in the same metaphorical sense.
To “bow the knee” is an expression used to Indicate an act of worship and adoration. “ADRECJI I
Bow (lie knee I” was cried before JOSEPH, when, after

he bad interpreted Pharaoh’s dream, that monarch
freed him from prison, made hinin his Prime Minister,
arrayed him like a Prince, and caused him to ride in
triumph in his second chariot. “I will leave seven
thousand in Israel, all the KNEES which hcwe not bowed
unto Baal,” said the Lord to the Prophet ELIJAH.
“S’trengthen ye the weak hands, and make strong Me
feelile KNEES I Say to them that are of a fearful heart,
6e strong! fear not I” says tIme Prophct ISAIAn. The
rigAt side of the body, and the limbs on that side, are
symbolical of strength. iLL is the right hand of the
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Lord tlmat doeth valiantly and is exalted, that is become glorious in power,” in tIme Psalms ; and it was
fit that time Candidate, having to kneel in adoration
to the Deity, and in humnilitv at the oltor to rcceive
his obligation, slmould have tIme rigid knee prepared
to be pressed naked on the earth. When Joseph
blessed Ej;lmraimn and Manassch, lie laid his rigid
hand, as the superior in ble~simig, on time head of
Eplmraimn, the younger, though Jacob remonstrated,
because the younger was to becomno greater than the
cIder, and his seed a multitude of nations. “.Frorn
this rigid land went a flame of flaw for them,” said
Moses, blessing the children or Israel before his
death.
Every Masommic Lodge is styled a Tr~1rLE ; and
you have been made a Mason “in a room amid place
representing time Outer Court* of King Solomminon’s
Temple.” Among all the Oriental nations the 1’riests
and others were required to be barefooted on entering holy places. “Put off thy shoes from off thy
fL’ct/” said the Angel of time Lord, in a flame of fire
out of tIme muidst of a buslm, to Mos~s, “for the place
tolinereon thou standest is holy ground!” “Loose thy
shoes from off thy feet?” said thit~ Prince of the Lord’s
Host to JOSUUA, “for time place whereon thou stcrndest is
holy I” When DiVID fled from Jermisaicinn, upon the
“

~

AuI~m or Arnlim. the Poreb, where iae columni Y.. and B.. uwod,

—4 wpi~phto;, rau~um, po~’6cns; I I tIL 6; EL zL 7.
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rebellion of Absalom, “he went up by the ascent of
Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head
covered, and Ac went barefoot.”
Go I” said the
Lord to ISAIAH, “awl loose the sackcloth from off thy
loins, andput off thy shoe from thy foot!” and he did
so, walking naked and barefoot, THREE TEARS, for a
sign and wonder upon Egypt and Ethiopia, and a
premonition of tIme cal)tivity to Assyria. “Forbear
to cry I make no mourning for thc dead! bind the
tire of thy head upon thee, and put on the shoes upon
thy feet!” said the Lord, by time mouth of EZEKIEL,
“

to time Jews.
In Ancient Egypt, tIme Hieropimant, sacrificing to
the sun,.first laid asidc every ornament of a metallic
nature.
The Initiate into the HindQ mysteries was invested
within a CORD of THREE tlireinds, so twisted as to make
thinree times three, and vahied Zen nar. It was an
emnblenm of the Deity, three in one, BRAJIM.1, YmsH~u,
and

SEEVA,

Hence the
your neck.

Creator, Preserver, and Destroyer.

placed three times around
But this cable-tow has to Masons a

CAIJLF.-TO~r,

peculiar and signilicainint ~ynmbohical
meaning concealed
in its name, wimiclin seems to be merely an antiquated
English word.
The Hebrew word ~n, KAabel, means a rope, and
especially a measuring-line or cord; and hence a
field measured, an inheritance or possession.
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“She let thenm down by a k/Label through the wjndoto”
(Josh. ii. 15).
“ Or ever the silver kkabel be
loosed” (Eccics. xii. 0).
“ Thy land s/tall be
divided by a k/iabel” (Amos vii. 17).
“And
he anmote Jfoab, and measured them wit/a a khabel”
(2 Saint. viii. 2).
“As he that lieth U~Ofl the.
end of a klaabel” (Prov. xxiii. 34).
Here
Gesenius thiimmks the word means a large rope on a
vessel, perhaps time cable attached to the anchor.
The same word, as a verb, means to tie a rope, to
bind sonic one by a pledge; and hence, as a noun, a
FLEDGE ; also, received as a pledge, or in pledge. “For
thou hast taken a k/aabelfroin thy brother” (Job xxii. 0).
•
•
‘ Take a khabel of Aim for a strange woman”
(Prov. xx. 10; xxvii. 13).
“For he taketl&
v~ man’s life as kliabel” (Deut. xxiv. 0).
.Nor take a widow’s clothing to k4abel” (Dent. xxiv.
17).
If thou take thy neighbour’. clothing to
7~ey take the
khabel” (Exod. xxii. 25).
‘ 2
widow’s ox for a k/Label” (Job xxiv. 3); “and take e
khabd of the poor” (Job xxiv. 9).
Elsewhere it mneans a sailor, i. e., one who handles
the ropes; as .Rab ha-khabel, the chier sailor;
Jonah i. 6; whence khabali, mariners; Ezek. xxvii.
8, 27, 29. The plural or time noun is ~‘%ri,khabalim,
bonds or bands. “I took unto me two staves, one I
called Beauty, and the oilier Ekabalim, Bands (or
bonds). I cut~ asunder m.uine other 5taff, Rhabalim,
.
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that I might break the brotherAood between Judali
and Israel.” Zech. xi. 7—14.
And the third person singular possessive pronoun
his,” is indicated by vi, to, affixed to the word, and
accordingly we find, Ezec. xviii. 7,
~in
.KAa*3e1-to kkavab yashayab: Had& restored to the debtor
his PLEDGE.
Hence, when you had been obligated, and so were
bound to us by a stronger tie or pledge, you were
freed from the cable-tow; and so, when a Candidate
is required to do certain acts, “if within the length
of his cable-tow,” the meaning is, if within the SPIRIT
of his PLEDGE or OBLIGATION. “The setter killeth,
~‘~‘

but the SPIRIT maketh alive.”
The CABLE-TOW, therefore, is the Hieroglyphic of
a Pledge or Obligation, and it not only means the
Candidate’s pledge and obligation, which, to become
a Neophyte, lie must take to the Order and to every
individual Brother ; but that, wearing it, lie represents men and nations, all whose rights of property,
liberty, conscience and life, and they themselves,
chattels in the form of liunian creatures and peoples,
are pledged to their masters, as an article of clothing

or of furniture is to the pawnbroker.

On your first atLempt to enter the Lodge you were

repelled by

•

.

a

•

•

•

•

You were told
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what Uint was to teach you; but it was als.~ to teach
you that thosc among whom you desired to enroll
yourself were rncn, knowing ~hcir rights, ~nd p05sessod of arms to defcnd them ; and that tiacy were
prepared ~o mcet with the sword, the symbol of
loyalty and Honor, the emissaries of Tyranny, thc
spies or mercenary soldiery or Power, the delators
of the most hideous of tyrannies, that of the populace. This l)orLiou of the ceremony comes to us froii
tIme mysteries of Mitluas, in Persia, where the Candidate, entering the Cavern of Initiation after his
novitiate, was received in the same. manner, and
slightly woummdcd. A. people, rising in its majesty to
assert its rights, must be baptized in blood.
You made three several journeys, in each of which
you wade three times the circuit of the Lodge, so
completing the sacred and mysterious number, NU~E,
the square of TnREE. These circuits you made
travelling frommi the East, by way of the South, to the
West, and thence by the North to the East. The
East of every Lodge is that end at ~vhichthe Master
sits. Tbe Senior Warden is in the West, and the
Junior Warden in the South. In the York Rite the
guide of the Candidate is asked:
“Whence come you, and whither do you go?”
“From the West to the East,” he answers.
“Why do you leave the West and journey to the
East?”
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“In search of Light.”
And, in ~heiuiidfa or Indian Mysteries, as the Candi’Jate nuide his ihree circuits, hc paused each time
be reached the South, and said, “I copy the ~an~ple
of the Sun, and follow his beizeficent course.” Daily
the Sun rises in the East, journeys by the South,
and sets in the West; and yearly leaving the Equator at the Autumnal Equinox, he falls more and
more to the South or the ecliptic, until, at the
Winter Solstice, the feast of Saint John the Ei’angelist, he reaches the Tropic of Cupricorn. Then
seeming to pause for three days, he again gradually
ascends, crosses the Equator at the Vernal Equinox,
continues northward, and pauses at the Tropic of
Cancer at the Summer Solstice, the Feast of Saint
John the Baptist.
In the Druidical Mysteries, the Candidate was
conducted nine times around the Sanctuary from
East to West. Your attention will be continually
directed to the number three and its combinations.
With perhaps a few hints, it will be left to yourself to fakthom the meaning of that part of our symbolism.
We have already spoken at large of the symbolism
of your purification. Engrave upon the tablets of
your heart these solemn words of the Prophet
ISAIAH:

Wash you! make you dean I Put away the evil
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of your doi,~gs from l~fore mine eyes! Ueas~ (C JO
evil I Learn to do well / Follow justice! Relieve
(lie oppressed! Defend (he fatherless, and see them
righted / Plead for the widow I”
Your tbree purifications also allude to Ezekiel’s
description of that out of which camc thc likciiess of
the four mystic creatures of his vision and or the
Apocalypse, each having four faces—tlic face of a
MAN and the face of a LIoN on the right side; the
face of an Ox and the face of aiz EAGLE on the lea
Bide; each with four wings, and the hands of a man
under their wings on their four sides. These creatures of flame, ovcr which was the throne of God,
and which flashed to and fro like lightning, came out
of the midst of a whirlwind from the North, a great
cloud, and a fire infolding itself; and thus the three
elements, the air of the whirlwind, the water of the
cloud, and the fire, arc mysteriously connccted with
the four symbolic amijmnals. Study for yourself the
hidden meaning, and, in the
, remember
that nations, like men, to be free imiust first be virtuous. For iheam, too, the purification of fire and blood.
“When the Lord shall have washcd away all the uncleanness of the daughter or Zion, and shall, by the
spirit of just ice and the efficacy of fire, have purged
Jerusalem of the blood shed thcrein,” only then can
she possess the holiness of Freedom. On the lips of
the NATIoNs also must the Seraphim lay the live
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coals from the altar of God, that their iniquity may
be taken away and their sin purged.
You have taken upon yourself an obligation of
secresy, in the antique form, as solemn as those
taken by the ancient Initiates. The crime of violating it would deserve, though it should not receive,
the fearful punishment which the old law imposed.
In the Island of Crete, Jupiter Ammon, or the Sun
in the Zodiacal Constellation of the Ram (in which
constellation the Sun then was at the Vernal Equinox), had a tomb and a religious Initiation; one
of the principal ceremonies of which consisted in
clothing the Initiate with the skin of a white lamb.
This is the origin of our apron of white lamnb-skin.
The Apron itself is modern; adopted when the
Order concealed itself under the mask of a handicraft, and took as symbols the working-tools of StoneMasonry. It is not only a symbol to us of LABOR
and WORK:, but of Purity and Innocence, and to all
~‘AnstzanMasons, of their faith in “the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sins of the world ;“ a figure
and symbol taken from the old Hebrew ceremonial,
according to whicheither seven or twice seven lambs
were sacrificed OD each of the ten days of the seventh
month, on which solemn convocations were held;
while, on each, only a single goat or kid was sacrificed
as a sin-offering; the latter being peculiarly sacred
to the Principle of Evil, and sent, loaded with the
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sins of the People, to Azazel, in the desert. The
whok syinbuhic character of the Apron is lost when a
p10cc of cotton or lincn is substituted for the lambskiii.
As a syiiibol of expiation, it must con tinua~y teach
you that. it is your duty and privilege, as a Mason, to
sneriflc~ yourself, if need be, for the welfare of the
Order or of yOUI country. So to become, in some
sort, the l-iedeeniei’ of a People, is the highest glory
aiid loft lest honor of Hunmnitity, and connects the
Hu:nnu Nature with the Divine. To build up in
men’s iiiinds the idea of Progress, •~ forge thosQ
libcratiiig dogmas which are swords by the pillows
of the Generations; to work and to suffer ~yiththe
People, even, if need be, to the extreme of sacriflee,
is the destiny and duty which a true Mason accepts.
*

*

*

*

*

*

‘l’his is what is asked and answered in the Catechisni in regard to the Lodge:
Q~ What fortit has your Lodge?
A.. Au oblong square.
Q.. What is its breadth ?
A:. From the East to the West.
Q•.~ What is its lcngth?
A:. Fruiti the South to the North.
Q... ~Vhatis its height. ?
A.~. From the earth to the heavens.
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What is its depth?
A.. From the surface of the earth to the centre.
Q... Why?
A.. Because Masonry is universal.
O.. Our Lodges are situated, or should be situated, due East and West: because, our Catechism
says, all Temples are so situated ; and these are so,
because the Gospel was first preached in the East,
and afterward extended into the West. The reason
given in the York Rite is, that the Tabernacle of
Moses was built East and West, and that Solomon,
in imitation of it, so built the Temple. The Tabernacle was a movable tent; but whenever set up it
was probably placed with its mouth to the rising Sun,
since the North, South, West, and East sides are
spoken of in its description and the description of its
Court. The Temple, like the Pyramids, was built by
the cardinal points; and Ezekiel saw in his vision
the Glory of the God of Israel coming from the way
of the East, and entering into the House by the way
of the Gate toward the East. It was an oblong
square, sixty cubits long by twenty wide; the Oracle
or Holy of Holies at the West end, twenty cubita
sq~are; the Inner Court, forty cubits by twenty;
‘with a porch the whole ‘width of the building,
and ten cubits deep, in which was a wide gateway.
The three Sublime Lights of the Lodge are the
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SON, or Osiius ; the MooK, or IsIs; and Mercury,
floi~os, HEIUIES, or KHIa-O~r, the Master of Light,
Life, and the Universe. This leads you. to the threshold of all the mysterious doctrines of the old philosophics, to the gates of the Kabalah and the Ycdas.
It is not yet time for you to enter in, or to know the
meaning of the equilateral and right-angled triangles;
of the tesselated pavement in alternate lozenges of
black-and white; of the number TUREE so constantly
presented to you, in the threefold cord around your
neck, the three rnps at the door, the three circuits,
the three columns of the Lodge, the three greater and
three lesser lights, the three officers of the Lodge,
and its three jewels, movable and immovable, the
three purifications, the three articles of furniture, the
three ornaments, and, above all, the three triangles
interlaced, white, red, and black. You must study,
my Brother, be patient, i~nd wait.
Yet we i~hall not entirely refuse to enlighten you;
by hints, which, if you are an apt Disciple of the
Sages, you may understand. Meanwhile, we again
refer you to the Yolume of Morals and Dogma.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Ton will find in the Yolume of Morals and Dogma
all that is to b~ made known to an Apprentice in regard to the Symbolism of the PLUMB, the LErEL, and
the SQL?AnE. Of the A.shlars we have already spoken
there ; and we only add, as a hint to induce reflec-
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tion and persuade to study, that the Oraculum, or
Holy of Holies, the Kadosh Kadoshim, or inner
apartment of the Temple at Jerusalcm, was a perfect
cube, twenty cubits square, and the same from floor
to ceiling.
The Tracing or Trestle-Board is an oblong square
on which designs are drawn by the Master Workman
for the government of those under him, in the erection of edifices. It is therefore a symbol of Instruction, Education, and Law; and thus has both a moral
and a political meaning. The Master of the Lodge
represents Wisdom or Reason, and the Trestle-Board
teaches us, morally, that our conduct should always
be regulated in accordance with the dictates of sound
Reason, and not by Passion or Impulse. Every
man, being a rational being, should have a plan of
life and conduct, and should steadily pursue it, following always the Compass of Reason, and not permitting the winds of circumstance to blow him from
his course.
And, although in a free State the Law must be the
expression of the will of the People. yet it should be,
not the utterance of its follies, ignorance, or passion,
but of its wisdom.. The power of making the laws
should be committed to the wisest, to the men of
knowledge, and the men of intellect. Then there•
will be harmony, consistency, stability, and permanency in the laws. And the Trestle-Board is an apt
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symbol of those Free Constitutions, solemnly adopted
by the general will, irrevocable and unalterable, except in accordance with their own provisions, which
are intended to survive the shocks of Lime, to guarantee private rights and an equitable exercise of the
Powers of Government, to make usurpation of tyratinnical authority impossible, whether in pence or war;
and to be the resplendent .tEgides of Liberty, the
Great Charters of Human Rights.
*

*

*

*

*

*

My Brother, for time present your instruction as
an Apprentice is about to cud. In addition to that
which you will find in the Yolume of Morals and
Dogma, you miay obtain the monitorial instruction in
the Liturgy published for the use of the Craft in the
Southern jurisdiction of the United States.
Brother Master of Ceremonies, place this new
Brother at the head of the Column of the North.
•
.
.
That is the place, my Brother, which you
will occupy in this degree. There, laboring assiduously, and studying zealously, you may earn the
right, in due time, to be admitted to the wore secret
and higher mysteries, and to receive those favors
which the Lodge never denies to those who prove
themselves worthy.
0

DOW

TapS 0, mud each Wardcu repeats it.

Then
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Q:. Rise! and to order I my Brethren I Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, inform the Brethren
who grace your Columns that I am about to proclaim
the Neophyte an Apprentice Mason and Member of
this Respectable Lodge I
~
Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who grace
the Column of the North, the Venerable Master informs you that he is about, etc.
O.. Brethren who grace the Column of the South,
etc.
0.~. Idoproclaim the Brotheri...... B......
an Entered Apprentice Mason and a Member of
this Respectable Lodge, P......,No. .....
And
I do accordingly require all the Bretbrcn to recognize him for the future as such, and to give him aid
and assistance whenever he may need the same; aimd
on all proper occasions, counsel, warning, and advice.
[@and then 0 repeat this.]
Q•~. J~ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, request the Brethren of your Columns to unite with
me in congratulating ourselves upon the acquisition,
by this Lodge, of a new Brother and Friend I
G:. J’ Brother Junior Warden, and Brethren,
etc., the Venerable Master requests you to unite with
him, etc.
Q.~. J’ Brethren who grace, etc. . . . ilL is
announced, Brother Senior Warden.
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It is announced, Venerable Master.

O.~. My Brother, you are now a Mason. Masons,
in the highest sense of the word, are Architects, who
erect not only houses for ordinary dwellii:g-places,
but palaces, churches, Cathedrals and Temples.
There has always been a symbolic meaning attached
to the words “House,” “Building,” and “Builder.”
The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite has been
always called The Masonry of flerodom, of the Holy
House ; that is, of the House of the Temple of Solomon. “According to the graee of God,” says the
Apostle Paul, “which is given unto me, as a Wise
Master-Builder, I have laid the foundation, and
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take
heed bow ho buildeth thereupon. . . . Every
man’s work shall be made manifest. . . . H any
man’s work abide, which he bath built thereupon, he
shall receive a reward.” . . . “If our earthly
house of this Tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, a house not wade with hands, eternal in the Heavens. . . . We are the Temple
of the Living God. . . . Ye are built upon
the foundation of the Apostles amid Prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the Chief Corner-Stone, in whom
all the building, fitly framed together, groweth unto
a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are
builded together, for a habitation of God, through the
Spirit. . . . Be ye, as living stones,” says the
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Apostle Peter, “built up a Spiritual House, a holy
Priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrilices I”
There were ample reasons, therefore, why the
founders of this Order, to conceal its true purposes,
used the name of “MAsoNRY,” in preference to
that of any other trade or employment. The Symbolism was ready to their hand. The House and the
Temple were accepted Symbols of a moral and virtuous character, of a free State, of a true system of
Philosophy, of a spiritual worship. The Brethren
are the living stones of the edifice, cemented together
by the cement of Brotherhood. As an Apprentice,
you are to build up this moral Temple in your own
heart, and to aid in erecting the Universal Temple
of Liberty upon the Earth. It is the Mason who
erects fortifications; and in a free country Freemasons
are to build them against the enemies of Freedom,
against Error, Intolerance and Usurpation, Luxury
and Corruption, Fraud and Ambition.
The Ancient Poets, in their allegories, said that
NEPTUNE and APOLLO offered themselves as Masons
to Laomedon, to help him build the walls of Troy.
They meant that these Gods dictated to Imim the
Laws and eternal principles of Truth, and of Civilization sustained by Material Force.
In the confident belief that you will prove yourself
a good and faithful Craftsman, time Lodge which receives you into its bosom is now about, according to
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ilie ancient furmn, to apl)laud your initiation, and to
suluto and congratulate you by the consecrated
signs, battery, and acclamation.
With me, my
Jlrethrcui
*

*

*

*

*

*

The new Hrutlicr returns lila thanks, if Ito mees fit, with much
rvtiinrks a~ itiny occur to him, and tbeiu gives the sigh, battery,
and 1dnudit.; or the Master of Cerciuu:tii,s does it for him.

‘I’hmt•i, his tl,nmmks are covered, the bnttery aitil plaudit being
ag;iiII given by all, at tbo ordcr of tbe Venerable Mautcr.

Q.•. •I~ Be seated, my Brethren!
O.~. Yeiier:iblo Master, I should like to be satisfied
that the new Brother has not forgotten the Sacred
~Vurd ; and I ask, therefore, that he may write it
dmwi, in the presenee of the Drothier Secretary, that
its orthography and mueaning may be kept in his
amieniory.
A will jurescut a pen and paper to the Brother.

0.31.

*

*

*

*

*

*

0:. See how feeble and liable to error is human
n;:ture, whteit we follow our impulses and instincts,
without ~miflieiently
reflecting on ~yhat we are about
to do! Be seated I and always remembering how
you were about, in the very rresemice of the Altar,
to err and fall, be merciful to error in others.
0. 32.

*

*

*

*

9

XIX.
OBATIO~T—ADDBESS TO YISITOES, ETO.
Q:. BROTHER Orator, if you have any piece of
Architecture prepared, the Lodge will be greatly
gratified to hear it.
It

is the business of ~ to be prepared with an address,
either upon the ceremonies of initiation, or Masonry generally.

If there are distinguished Visitors, he will, at the conclusion,
address them, to elicit responses. If he is not prepared, 0 will
pass on to other business. If he Is ready, 0 will may:

•l’ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to request the Brethren on your Columns to
give their attention to th~ piece of Architecture with
which the Brother Orator is about to favor us I
c~•.

This is done by each Warden In the usual form. Then
forms ~, and he informs 0, that it 13 announced.

0 In-

O.. Brother Orator, you have the floor.
*

*

*

*

*

9

‘When the Orator concludes:

O.. .f’ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, request the Brethren on your Columns to join you and
myself in thanking our Brother Orator for his piece
of Architecture.
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It Is announced

by cach, and each declares it announced.

0.•. •f7~ Risc, and to order, my Brethren!
Then ~ returns thanks and compliments to the Orator; and,
at the end, says:

0:. With mc, my Brethren!
The sign, battery, and plaudit are gvezI.

Q.•.

J’

Be seated, my Broth rent

If any Visitor replies, he is responded to by the sign, battery,
and plaudit.

Q:. J% Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to make known to the Brethrcn on your
Columns that if any one has anything to propose or
offer for the good of the Order in general, or of this
Lodge in particular, the floor is offered to him.
It is announced by each Warden. Any Brother wishing to
speak, obtains permission In the manner stated under the head
of proposing and electing Candidates. If none spe~k, or when
all are done:

Q•.~,

J~~

Brother Senior Warden, silence reigns on

my Column.
@..
J~ Venerable Master, silence reigns on both
Columns.
0.•. J~’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, be pleased
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to take around the pouch of Propositions! Brethren
Senior and Junior Wardens, you will please inform
the Brethren on your Columns that the pouch of
Propositions is about to be presented to them.
Each Warden does so, and replies that it is announced. The
Pouch is taken round, and each Brother will put ip his hand,
as if putting in a paper. Ifotions and Resolutions may be
signed or anonymous. When it has passed around, the pouch
is taken to the Secretary. Whatever business it contains Is
disposed of as the Lodge may order. When all business is disposed ol; 0 lays:

0.~.

Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to request the Brethren on your Columns to
assist me in returning our thanks to the worthy
Brethren who have now visited us, and assisted in
our labors.
•~

This is done; and each Warden delares it announced.

0:.

J7~

Rise I and to order, my Brethren!

0 addresses the Visiting Brethren in such terms as he deems
appropriate. Either of the following may be used, if the
)laster pleases:
ADDRESS TO VISiTORS.

My Brethren, the bond which unites us, and makes
of all the Masons in the world one living soul, has
brought you here to assist us in our labors. We ac~
cept this as an assurance that you will also toil with
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us beyond the doors or the Lodge, ~fl the great labors
~vhuich
belotig to Masonry. Whether Catholics, Protestants, Israelites, Mahomctau~, Sab~ists, believcrs
or doubters, we meet here to build up, by united
effort, the Altar or Toleration in the ‘rcmnjdc of Freedomn, becanse we all follow the Law of Love, which
is the erncient principle of mor~ihity. For us, the
odious di~Linctiomis of the Profane world, dividing it
iiito parties and uiatiouinlities, have no edstcnce. We
are flrethrei : worshippers at the same shrine. The
spirit of Provineialisn disappears before the unity
of idea ; and personal interest ~criflces itself to the
•general interest of umversrul civilization and hmappiness. Receive the sincere expression of our tlmnaks
for the favor you have done us ; and permit us to
salute you by the mysterious uinumbers of tbe degree!
AKOTUEJi.

My Brethnren, in the name of all the toilers III the
great and sublime work of the regeneration of man,
and especially in behalf of the Brethren of this
Lodge, I thank you for coming to our assistance, and
•cncournging mis by your presence, to.night. A little
~nowIedge of human nature teaches us that such
visits, especially of the learned and eminent, are
great in(~ite3uents to emulation and the attainment of
excellence, and almost indispensable to prevent aseemblies .of Masons from sinking by degrees, and
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almost without a struggle, into the quicksands of discouragement and apathy, into the dull, cold, heavy
repetition of formulas, to that condition of the Church
in Laodicca, when thcir works are neither cold nor
hot, but lukewarm ; when they think themselves rich
and increased with goods, and in need of nothing, and
do not know that they are spiritually wretched and
miseralile, and poor, and blind, and naked, occupied
only with the dead formulas of the ceremonial.
Continue, my dear Brethren, to assist and encourage us, and incite us to assist and encourage
cach other. Men easily become faint-hearted, and
are as easily encoukgcd and elated ;so that with
little cost to himself, of trouble or exertion, one
may, by his mere presence, work much good, inciting his brethren to works, and service, and charity,
and faith, and patient hopefulness which is strength.
Let us not forget, my Brethren, either within the
Lodge or without, that the word “ Charity” does not
mean the giving of Alms, but Affection and LovingKindness; noi how often a word of sympathy, kindness, and encouragement saves tIme wounded, distressed, discouraged, dounbting soul from total disbelief in the goodness of God, from sinking in the
leaden waves of despair and crimne; the wan from
becoming a drunkard and a criminal; the woman
from plunging into the sewers of vice; and both from
self-abandonment, ruin, and pollution.
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Grateful for your presence, tlme Lodge will be still
more thankful for any words of counsel and good
cheer. Meanwhile, permit it to salute you by the
mysterious numnbers of the degree, after the ancient
custom.
With mc, my Brethren I
.

.

.

The Lodge gives the sign, battery, and plaudit, the Visitors
giving tile sigit only.
If any Visitor or YI’itors respond, the highest in rank says,
~Ien the address or addresses are ended:

V.. My Brethren, who have to-night been gratified
and benefited by the excellent labors of this Respectable Lodge, let us thank the Venerable Master and
Brethren for their Imospitality, and wish the Lodge
health, Prosperity, and Continuance, by the mysterious numbers, and according to the ancient custom.
All rise, including the Brethren of the Lodge. The Visitors
give the sign, battery, and plaudit.. Then 0 says:

O.. My Brethren of the Lodge, lot us cover the
salute of our distinguished Brethren I With me, my
Brethren
The Master and Brethren give the sign, battery, and plaudit,
the VISItOFs giving the sign only. Then ill will be seated, by
order of 0.
When the applauses arc finished, 0 will Lay:

Q.•. J~ Brother Senior Warden, does any other
duty remnain to be done?
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The poor ye have always with you.
Q... It is true, my Brother. J’ Brother Master of
Ceremonies, take around the box of fraternal assistance I Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, make
known to the Brethren on your Columns that the box
of fraternal assistance is about to be presented to
them, with the usual charge I
G~.•. •l Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace t.he Column of the North, the Venerable Master informs you that the box of fraternal assistance
is about to be presented to you. Let us do good
unto all men, especially unto them that are of the
Household of Faith! According as every one bath
received the gift, so minister the same one to another,
as good stewards of the manifold favors of God I
Charge them that are rich in worldly wealth that
they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready
to distribute, willing to share their wealth with others,
laying up in store for themselves a good foundation
against the time to come, that they may lay hold on
eternal life I
O.. J’ Brethren who grace the Column of the
South, etc. - . . J~ Brother Senior Warden, it is
announced, with tIme charge.
~..
J% Venerable Master, it is announced with the
charge.
~.•.

The box is then taken round; first to any Inspectors-General,
then to the Master, Wardens,, and other officer., including the
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Tiler, then to the Visitors, and t.h,en to the Brethren. 21 the:,
puts in his own coaarib,:tion, and hai:ds the box to the Secretary. If any Brother desires that the amount recejied should
be bestowed In a particular manner, he may rise and ask for the
floor, nnd so propose, giving the na:ize afterward, in a whisper,
to the Master. If the Lodge approves this, the amount will be
handed to the Proposant. If no such motion is made, it is
counted, the amount, noted by tIme Secretary, and the sum
handed to the Ahmnoner. Thou O.~ Lays:

0.~. J~ Brother Secretary, you will read Ihe fugitive leaves of the work of to-n iglit! Brethren Senior
and Junior Wardeus, make known to the Brethren
on your Columns that the Brother Secretary is about
to read the fimgitive leaves of the ~vork of to-night,
that they may aid us to correct anything amiss
therein I
This is announced, and so declared.

been read:
0.~. J” Brothren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to inform the Brethren on your Columns that
if any one has any observations to make in regard to
the fugitive leaves, the floor is offered to him.
When the Minutes havo

This is announced, and so declared. Any Visitor whose
Dame is omitted, or who is ~vrongly described in the Minutes,
~willmake it. known. When all corrections have been made,

Q.~. J~ Brother Senior Warden, silence reigns on
my Column.
J’ Venerable Master, silence reigns on both
Columns.
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0.~. •7 Rise, and to order, my Brethren I Let
us return thanks to the Great Architect of the
Universe for the works of this day, and implore His
aid and favor I
PRAYER.

Grand Architect of the Universe I Immortal and
Inexhaustible Source of Light and Life I The workmen of the Temple give Thee a thousand thanks, ascribing to Thee whatever thaL is good, useful, or glorious there may be in the works of this day, and
thanking Thee for a new addition to their numbers
and strength. Continue, we pray Thee, to protect
them I Guide them onward in the way that leads toward Perfection! and let Harmony, Peace, and Concord ever cement their work I Let Friendship and
Good Works ever adorn this Temple, and here dwell
and inhabit I Let Generosity, Loving-Kindness, and
Courtesy always characterize the Brethren of the
Lodge I and in the outer world help them to shew, by
their words and conduct, that they are true Children
of the Light I Axxi~r..
ALL. So MOTE IT BE.
The Venerable will give one rap, and all will be seated. Then
the Lodge will be closed.

xx.
TO

*

0.88.

CLOSE.

*

*

*

*

*

When tbe work ends early, the Catechism of tbe degree In

gone through ivitb between o mud ~ before closing, and immediately after the Minutes are read and approved.

MEMORAIWA AS TO THE WORK.
When anything Is to be announced, through the Wardens,
the Master, giving one rap, will say:

0.~. J’ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to make known to (or inform) the Brethren
on your Columns that, etc., etc., etc.
The SenIor Warden, nipping

J

once, will say:

Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the Column of the North, the Venerable I~Iaster
makes known to you (or informs you) that, etc., etc.
~:.

TO CWSL
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The Junior Warden, giving one rap, will say:

Brethren who grace the Column of the
South, the Venerable Master makes known to you
(or informs you) that, etc. etc.
O.~. •i

Then, rapping once, the Junior Warden will say:

O.~.

t’

Brother Senior Warden, It is announced.

And the Senior Warden, rapping once, will say:

J’ Venerable Master, it is announced.
Throughout the three degrees this formula Is followed.
character (1%) indicates a nip.

The

TAree rape call up all the Brethren.
lleo, In opening and clo3ing, call up the Wardens.
One, in opening and closing, call. up all Lbs officers except
the Wardens.
During a prayer, the Brethren will kneel on the right knee.

XXII.

TABLE LODGE, OR BA2~QUET LODGE.
ARRANGEMENT OF THE LODGE.

Ta. Hall in which the banquet is held should brso situated
that no one without can see or overhear anything.

The Table is to be, as nearly as possible, in the shape of a horseshoe. The Master sits on the outside, at the summit; the
Wardens at the extremes.
The Orator is at the head of the Column of the South, and
the Secretary at that of the Column of the North. The East is
occupied by Visitors, or by the officers of the Lodge, if there
are no Visitors.
No other officers than those named have any fixed place. If
there are Visitors of the higher Degrees, who fill the East, then
the other Visitors will be at the heads of the Columns.
The articles and implements used are called as follows:
The Tnble........ . . . . .Workshop.
The Table-Cloth...... ..Veil.

The Napkins........
Plates...

. .

Flags.

.Tiles.
.Platforms..
Spoons ... ... . . .. . . .. .Trowels.
Knives.... .......
.. . .Swordu.
Fork. ..... . ... . ..... .Mattocka.
Bottles...... . ... .. .. .. Barrels.
Glasses... ... . . . . .. . . . .Cannons.
Lights.. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .Stars.
The Chairs.......... ..St.alls.
The Snurers.. .......
. .Pincers.
~ ....

....

...

The I~Ieats............Materials.

The Bread.... . . ..
The Wine. ...........

..

.

.Rough Ashlar.
.Strong Powder (red

or white).
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‘The Water............Wcak Powder..
Cider or fleer .. ... ... .Ycllow Powder.
Liqueurs.. . . .... . ... . . ..Fu.lmuimmatimmg Powder.

To ...........
lRlu,tard. . . . .

......

..

. . . . . . . .

~To discharge a Cannon.
.Paint.

Whema in~lt are slated, ilic Venerable will use liii pleasure in regarri to time flr~t tltalth; ‘vimetimer to give It bclorc masticating
anything, or afler niasticatimag time soup, or at some other period.
~Vimc:m
i.e whdie,, to give the first lIcaltIm, i.e raps once with
tale mallet. If I here are ~errimmg
llrotlmcrs, thcy withelraiv immumediately liotmi tIme intcrior of time horse-u’hoc, amid retire to limo
West. So they do at cacti health. All cease to eat. Ordinarily, time lirotimer Master or Cerciumonies is alone within tlmo
imoase-slmpe, fronting tIme Vemicrable, to ho better at hand to receive his orders, and see them executed. Sometimes tie sits at
a small table, between the two Wardens. When 0 raps 2~ rises,
and 0 says:

Q.~. Liretliren Senior and Junior Wardens, assure
yourselves that our works are well tiled.
Each Warden ascertplns that all on time two Columns are
Masomme, by rmammning time eye over thcw, and recogamizimmg them as

such.

Q.~. Brother Senior Warden, I answer for my
Column.
~
Venerable Master, the Junior Warden and
myself are satinfled that all are Masons on both
Col ii inns.
O.~. I answer for all in the J~asL. Brother Tiler,
j)errorln your duty!
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lIIemnwtmile the Brethren put on their scarre. It does not
neemi tlmey mimomultI wear apronP.

‘flue Tiler closes and locks the door, and takes out the key.
After this, no one comes in or goes out.

Q. Brother Senior Warden, our works are well
tiled.
Venerable Master, our works are well tiled.
0:. J’ My Brethren, our works, ~vhiclihave some
time been suspended, are ngain in full vigor.
~

NOTIL—Ir the lodge had been closed berore repairing to the
banquet, It. would be necessary to open It anew.

UJ:. Brethren on my Coltitun, our works, etc.
O.~. Brethren on my Column, our works, etc.
0:. To order, my Brethren.
FIllS? HEALTh.

0.~. Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, invite
the Brethren or each Column to prepare to charge
and align ror the first obligatory health.
ED:. Brethren of the Column of the North, prepare
to charge and align, etc.
O.~. Brethren or the Column of the South, prepare, etc.
0.~.

Charge and align, my Brethren I

NOTe.—No one mnst touch a barru’l until this order Is given,

otherwise there will be confusion In the work.
Each pours into his glass so much as hue pleases. U any one
drinks water only, lie Is. wider no obligation to use wine.
As soon as each has filled his cmi muon, he sets It ad far from
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time edge of time table as half time diameter of liii tile: thus this
cannons aro aligned iii an Instamut.
The barrels nod stars are aligned on a second line.
lYhen all is ii: line:

Q.~. IlroLher Senior Warden, all is aligned upon
the Cohiiniu or (tao South.
En:. Venerable Master, all is aligned upon both
Columns.
O.•. The East is so likewise. Stand, and at
order I
All rise. The flag Is oter the right fore-arm. The llrcthron
haring the high degrees, timroiv ii over time right shmouhiler.
Thus all are at order. ir the table Is a horse-shoe, tbe lirethiren
within It remain seated.

Q:. J~-Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to announce upon your Cohuinus that (lie
tlrst obligatory health is that or TuE PItEBWENT AND
TIlE CoNunEss OF TIlE UNITED STATES I
We will add
to this health our wishes for the success of the arms
of the nation in War, and its honor and prosperity
in Peace. It Is a health so dear to us, that I invite
you to deliver your fire as handsomely as possible.
I claim for myself the words of command.
ED.~. J~ Brethren on the Column of the North, the
first obligatory health is that of the President and
the Congress of the United Slates I We will add to
this health, etc.
J~ Brethren on the Column of the South, etc.
Q:. Attention, any Brethren I

o.k.
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Righat hand to the Sword I

2. Carry Sword I

witla the Sword I
4. Sword to tiac heft laand I
3. Salute

5. Carry Arms I
See below.J

(The Cannon is raised and held out.

6. To the cheek I

7. First
8. Ooodfirel
9.
-

Tlae sharpest or fires I
Advance Arms I
One! Two! Tlareeh!
One! Two! Tlareo I I
One! Twol Tiareell
Advance Arms I
One I Two I Tlaree I 1
Riglat hiatad to thac Sword I

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
16.
16.
17. Carry Swords!
18. Salute with the Sword I
19. Rest Sword 1 . .
(The knife is laid dowm.J
.

At 5 the Cannon Is raised, and held cut In rront, at arm’s
.
.
.
At 6, It I. brought near to the cheek. 7. Drink,
and again carry th~e Cannon to the front at arm’. length. . .
9. Dru.hc again, and do the same. . . . 9. Drink again, to
the bottom, and hold the Cannon nearly at tl~o height of tho
chiin, In rront of the right shoulder, arm at full length.

length..

10 and II. 1’rern’iit Arms! One, bring the Cannon to thic left

breast;

Two, bring it to the right breast; Three, Carry It to

thic rront.

.

.

.

1~. ‘the

~

.

.

.

13. Tb., maine.

.

.

14, 15. Bring back the Cannon to the left breast, thiega to the
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right, and then set it on time table, alt doing this at the same
Instant.
Then all applaud, with a triple battery and triple hiuzza.
Then 0 says:

0.,. Let us resume our seats, my Bretlaren!
Each Warden repeals.
So hen~ as the work cotitimaucs In vigor, the Brethren may
continue to eat but it must be in silence.
SECOND HEALTh.
Sometlunem’, and it is niost convenient for all, as less Interruptlug the service, 0 orders tIme Second health immediately after
the first.
if lie should nut see fit to do so, he should suspend tIme work.
If lie dOes this, work must be resumed before time secoiid
health. if tIme work has not been IuispCii(led, I.e procee(ls at
once, saying:

Q:. Bretharen Seitior and Junior Wardens, Invite
thae Jiretbreta on each Cohiamn to prepare to charge
atad align, for thac second obligatory haealLIa I
This Warden; in succession, report.

O.•. Chaarge and align, my Bretlaren I
The Wardens anneumace that all is charged and aligned, as
before.

0.’. Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, tlae
second obligatory healtia, whaicha I have thas haonor to
h)roI)oSC, is that of The ~Joveriaormad Legislature of
11w Slate of A....
IVe will add to this hacahth
our wislacs for its continued Sovereignty, Indepeiad.
eaace, and Freedom ; and that it aiiay ever viaadicato
....
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its honor, asscrt its authority, and protect its Citizens
againsL usurpation. The bcahth is so dear to us that
I invite you to deliver your fire as handsomely as
possible.
The Wardens repeat time announcement.
Time salvo is fired: time plaudit is given as before
there be anyofficer of the State Government prcsent, lie may
now respond to thinToast. WImilehe miocs no, all will remain standing. lie, and any other officer. of time Government, irill not
have drunk at first: ho will do so after the response, and them
apI)laud. The Lodge will cover time plaudit.

ir

o.. J’

My Brethren, let us resume our seats I

Then he may, ma before, suspend the works, or leave them In
full vigor.
TIIIftD HEALTH.

This is given according to the same formmmlii. It is,. The
Judicial Departments and Offleers or time United States, and of
time State or A.........” ‘eVe will add to this health our wishes
that tIme Independence or time Judicial Power ummay be always
maintained: that It may never be oppressed by time Military
Power, and that its capacity to proteet the property, liberty, and
lire or the Citizen, may hover be diminished.
This may be respomided to, with plaudit covered as bef’ore.
The works may be suspended or continued In vigor.
FOURTh

HEALTH.

Is prepared for as before. It is:
“Time most Puuiusant Supreimmo Coguncil of Sovereign (Irand
Inspectors-General or time 3~d Degree, ror ............,
whose
See is at ............“
We will add to this health our wishes
for the prosperity .f the Mesonic Order in general. lie pleased
to Invite time liretluren of each, Oninnmn tn join nine Iii delivering
the most Masonic and fraternal fire.
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Tho Wardens report, and the Arc I. given as bcfore.
If any member of the Rinmpremno Council Is jre~e:m~~ he will remain seated. Them line will respond, drunk time toast, and give
time plaudit, which. will be duly cuvcrcd.
&•.

My Llretlireim, let us resume our places I

The work maybe suspended or rcmain in vigor.
FIFTH HEALTh,

Given as above, Is tlmat or “Time Urnnd Consistory of Sublime
Princcs of tine Royal Secret, of the 02d Degree of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite, for the State of A...... ..s . .. ~ If
there be a Consistory In tine State in which the Lodge is bolden.
SIXTH IIEALTU.

Given a. above:
“Time Itlost Worshmijrmml Grand Lodge and Grand Master of
A neleint, Free, anid A ecepted Masons of the State of A........”
We will add to this health DinEr fraternal wisime. for it. Prosperity and continunnee, and that of time Brethren who constitute
Its hlRsomulo I’eople.
SEVENTH HEALTH.

At siincli moment as the Wardens deem proper, and, above all,
when nothIng is to be served, tIme SenIor Warden raps once.
0 repeats it, and then

Q.~. What is your pleasure, Brother Senior Warden?
If the works are suspended, • will request tine Venerable
ml aster to restore them to vigor, which I.e will do iii these
words:

o.~.

My Brethren, at the request of the Brother
Senior Warden, our works, which have becat some
titmie Susj)ellded, are resumed aaid in rull Vigor.
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The Wardens repeat the announcement.
Then ~ raps once. 0 repeats, and then 0.

ED.. Venerabhe Master, be pleased to order the
Brethren to ebarge and align, for a health whijeb the
Brother Junior Warden, the Brother Orator, and
myself will have the honor to propose.
This will be (lone as before. When it is announced that all

are aligned, 0 will say:

0;. Brother Senior Warden, announce the health
which you desire to propose I
ED;. It is yours, Venerable Master. Rise and to
order, Brethren, Sword in hand I The health which
the Brother Jttnior Warden1 tIme Brother Orator, and
myself have the honor to propose to you. is that of
the Venerable Master who directs tIme labors of this
Lodge, and of all who are near and dear to him. Be
pleased to join us in delivering the best possible fire I
O reports, saying: “The health which the Brother Senior
Warden, the Brother Orator, and myself have the honor to propose, is,” etc.

U repeats the same announcement.
• says, “IV Iti. mc, my IJmetlmremmI” and gives the words of
command, or requests thue Junior IVarde,. to give them, as he
prerers. After the lmealtlm, time plaudit is given. Mcaoivhile
o remains seated. All the others continue standing, and at
order.

o returums his thanks.

Then ~ snys :

ED;. Out of respect to our Venerable Master, his
plamidit will not be covered. Let Us resume our
seats.

17’1
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EIOUTU hEALTh.

After a lime time Venerable Master causes tine works to be reamimed, if tlmey arc not In vigor, aind cause. all to charge a.md
align for a Imeoltim.
It is that or” Tine Brethren Senior and Jununlor ‘eVardemn;” whim
stuck additloumal reummarks as tine oceasiomi mmuay suggest. lime
Orator mind Secretary reineat the announccmnemmt.
Tue V~imerabie gives time cumammands. All time liretluren remain
seated. The Wordeums alomne riie. • retinirils thanks. 0 causes
their plaudit to be covered.
NINTH HEALTU.

At what seenins a rroiner time, 0 directs that all elmarge and
align. ‘Fime health is “TIme Visitiming Iiretimreun wino imomnor us ~vidm
their i)rescmmco.” “To this we add time Imealtim of all Lodges aflullated or correspomiding with ours. Union l—Commtemutunnent I—
‘eYi~lt,nm I”
I)uring timh. health time Visitors remain standing. The rinuclit
Is given. Oime or mnore of the Visitors reply, and tIne plaudit,
give.. by then,, Is covered.
Afler timis health, any of the Brethren may sing miasommie
songs, or read brief essays) demanding time floor for time purpose.
TENTH HEALTh

Is of” ‘lime Oflicers amid Meuminbers of tIme Lodge.” “To timis we
will add time health. of tine Brethren recently ismitlated,” if there
are any sinucm.
Omuly 0, •, 0, and the Visitors drink tithe toast, time officers
and mitemnibers standimmg. Time Orator returns timanks for time
officer.; tho oldest Jirother for tine members; mind one of the
inItiates, if timere are any, for all.
Their plaudit Is covered.
ELEVENTh

AND LAST HEALTH.

If there are sorring Brotbcrs,0 directs 2f so to Introduce them.

TABLE OR DAtQUET LODGE.

Tlne.y come with their flags and cannons3 and are placed on the
West, betwecn tlme two Wardens.
Then 0,
directs all to elnarge sod align for the last oh.
higatory lmealth.
Eacim Warden announces the same.

J~,

O.. Charge and align, ammy Brethren I
When Informed that all are elmarged and aligned,

0.’. Stand I and at order I
All rise. Eacin gives an end of his flag to the Brother on his
right and on his left, amid with his left hand takes aim end ofeach
or theirs. Timis permits Imim to hold lii. sword with his right
Imand. The serving Ilretlmren make time same chain with the
Wardens, if being iii thins middle or timeinn.

J’

Brethren, Senior and JunIor Wardens, time
last obligatory health Is, tlmat of all Masons spread
over tIme whole surface of the earth,, ivhmetlmer in prosperity or adversity. Let us, within reverence3 invoke
(or all the favor of tIme Gran(1 Architect of the Universe I that It may please Himat to succor the unfortunate, ammd bring tlmeimm Into good Imarbors I
Be
h)leased to invite the Brethmren on your Columns to
unite with us in delivering ror this health the most
0.’.

eIl’mciemmt o( fires.
Time Wardens repeat.
Then the Vemmerabie begins the closing song3 ho which all
join.
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PARTING SONG OI~’ MASONS.
-~

IL..

AtI~~
I. A

dieni a hcatl.rond•warma.dieum Demrbtcmhren or

lb. Iiys.tms Tiel

‘a,

(

Ye h-voted, ye en . Iighmcmcd few, Whose me- erema Gold nor Power an buy:

~
—V
~—•
— —a

3
..
•~—

‘Though hr

___

I

-a’....~
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•

.

.~4

~

~
~—
—c—-a—
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m.——v—.~———..-m
———a— —.

——

a . part on, pubs way mis, Still 1. our ob - U • gi. ~Iom
bee;
A~~z

LD1*

I

With melt-lag heart and briw-ful eye,

y~~fi Ihiuk of me.

and 1

2. Oft have we mimet, a social band,
And spent the cheerrul restive night;
Obedient to our chief’s command,
TIme eons or Honor and of Light.
And by that Hieroglyphic briglmt,
WImich none but Craftsmen ever knew,
Strong memory on our hearts shall write,
“You’ll think ol’ me, and i ol’ you I,’
3. May Freedom, harmony, and Love
Unite us in the C rand Design,

of jon.
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the Owiuisclcnt eye above,
The Glorious Architect Divine I—
?~Iay we still kcep the uuei-ring Line,
Aet by the PI;;wb in all we do,
Answer the Summons and the Sign t—
“You think or me, and I or you I,’
Beneath

4. honor to all whose right and claim
To wear our sacred badge is clear;
And triple honors to each name
To Scottish Masons justly dear
We part, per Imps no wore to hear
Iii the same Lodge words wise and true;
But o’er ~vhateverseas we steer,
“You’ll think of me, and I of you I,’
Then 0 says:

0... Attention, my Brethren I
lUglit hand to the Sword I
Carry Sword I
Salute with the Sword I
Sword to the left hand I
Carry Arms I
To the cheek I

Fire I
Good Fire

I

Triple Fire I

Advance Arms I
The last two verses are sung again.

1’1’1
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Onel Twot Three I
One I Two I Three I
One I Two I Three I
Advance Arms I
One I Two I Three I
Right lirind to the Sword I
Carry Sword I
Rest Sword I Rhe swords are laid down without
noise.]

PLAUDIT.
Then the following aoiig I. aung:
CLOSiNG SO~?G.

a.

so clii
bore ci.,. ln~• IIoma~e of our hrtmrta we p.,;
I. lAB us each In Tlwes corn-mo-lIon ilcavenly Light end Truib Im-plorel
-

~S
PAcb In can A drace cc- poe- ln~, ~Inde~tthoughts that ue’erde. cay.
Tbuu well puss Ills’. stormy o cc.., Land. log on a hap- pier shore.
.

~‘i-~~L

-

~~

-

—‘—-

_

3. Soon we part, the word once epokemi,
Friend from friend in kindness goes,
Thus, till Time’s last ties are brokemi,
lie the claim each Brother knows.

4. On the Level now and ever
May we stand, upright and true;
Part upon the Square, and sever
WIth a better world in view I

TADLE On DA?~QUET WDOE.
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Aller thIs, 0, rapping once, which the Wardens repeat,
direct. inquiry if any Jirotlier has anytldug 10 propose, for the
benefit or the Order in generam, or or the Lodge in particular.
ir any, they are heard; disposed or, ir it can be done briefly;
and if not, postponed until the next meeting. Then:
The boz of fraternal assistance is passed around. After whieh:

O.•.
~.•.
~-.

J’

Brother Senior Warden, what is your age?
Three years, Venerable.
At what hour is It our custom to close our

labors?
W-- At midnight.
Q. What is the hour?
We-.
Midnight, Venerable.
Nom.—It I. a Freneh custom to give the fraternal huiss before
parting. ilie Venerable gives It to the Brother on his right1,
and it goes round, and returns to him on the helL Then he
raps thrice, and each Wardeu repeats this, and directs the
Pma,tdiL
Finally,
.

J’

My Brethren, our labors are closed, let us

retire in peace.

-

Each Warden, rapping once, says the same.
All lay aside their insignia, and retire.
Norz.—In announcing the heulthts, the Venerable and Wardens
need not adhcre to the protocols given. They will, if persons of talents, vary them continually, thus adding to the
pleasures of the entertainment.
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FELLOW CRA~I’.
I.

OPENIJ~ G.
The Lodge being opened In the Degree of Entered Apprentice,
the VenerabI~ Majtter, rapping o, says:

0.. •~ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to announce on your Columns, thaL IL is my
intention now to suspend the labors of the Lodge in
the Degree of Entered Apprentice, for the purpose

of passing to those of Fellow-Craft.
~ •i Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the Column of the Notth, the Venerable Master
informs you, etc.
0.0. ~ Brethren who grace the Column of the
South, etc.
ei~ IL is announced, Brother Senior
.

.

.

Warden.

J’ It is announced, Venerable Ilaster.
0, 0, and 0, each In succession, rap u.

0. Rise I and to order, my.Brethren I
All rise, and come to order as Apprentices.

0... With me, my Brethren

j

All give the sign, the battery, and the Plaudit.

Q.. The labors or this Lodge, in the Degree of
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Entered Apprentice, are suspended. Let the Lodge
be tiled I
The Apprentices withdraw.
The Tracing Board or the Second Degree is substituted for
that of the first, and one point of the Compass, on the Altar, is
raised above the Square.

Q.. J~’ flrother Senior Warden, what is the first
duty of a Warden in a Lodge of Fellow-Craft Masons.
To assure himself tbat the Lodge is duly
tiled, Venerable Master.
Q.•. Be l)leased to assure yourself of that, my
Brother, and cause the Tiler to be informed that we
are about to pass to the labors of the Fellow-Craft,
~

that he may tile accordingly.

J~’ Brother Junior Warden, be pleased to
ascertain if the Temple is duly tiled, and cause the
Tiler to be informed, etc.
J~ Brother Junior Deacon, ascertain if, etc.
8 does so,

u in the first degree, esing the Fellow-Craft’s bat

tery. Then, returning to his place, and sheathing bis sword:
~

.•.

BroLher Junior Warden, the Temple is duly

tiled.
Q.. ~ flrother Senior Warden, the Temple is

duly tiled.

J’ Venerable Master, the Temple is duly
tiled.
O.•.
~:.

J’ How tiled, very dear Brother?
With secrecy and brotherly love.

By a
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worthy l3rotlier Master-Mason without

the door, with

a drawn sword.

0.~. His duty there?
@.. To guard against the approach of all cowans
and eavesdroppers, on the hills or in the vales, and
to see that none enter here except such as are duly
entitled, and have the permission of the Venerable
Master.

is well, very dear Brother. What is the
second duty of the Senior Warden in a Lodge
@.•. To know with certainty that all presenf~ are
Fellow- Craft Masons.
0. •~‘ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, you
will please assure yourselves, in due forni, that all
Q.•.

It

?.

present are Fellow-Craft Masons.
*
Q.’.

*

*

*

*

*

In the name of God, and. of Saint John of

Scotland, under the auspices, etc., and by virtue of
the authority with which I am invested as Master
of this Respectable Lodge, I declare it to be duly
opened in the Degree of Fellow-Craft.. No Brother
may speak aloud, or puss from one Column to the
other, without first obtaining permission; or may
engage in political questions or controversy, under

the penalties prescribed by the General Statutes of
the Order. . . . With me, my Brethren I
t2.

*

*

*
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Then, putting on his hat, and giving one rap:

O.~. J’ Brother Secretary, be l)leased to read to
us the engraved plate of our last labors as FellowCrafts.
When the Record 1. read and approved:

0.. J’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, be pleased
to repair to the ante-room, and ascertain if there are
any Visitors.
2~ obeys, and returning, znnkeu his report.

II.
PEELIMDL&RIES OF REOEPTIO~.
When it Is proposed to pass an Apprentice to the degree of
Fellow-Craft, the following provisions are to govern.
An Apprentice cannot be pReSed until be han served his time;
that is, has been present at five meetings of his Lodge, for Instruction. He ought to be twenty-three years of age.
When It thus becomes permissible, the Apprentice will apply
for the second degree, waking bin application upecially to 0, in
whose Column, and tinder whose Inspection, he will have worked.
At a proper time during the work, 0 will lay:
0:.

Venerable Master, the Brother A........
...,
an Apprentice of this Respectable Lodge,

B.....
bas requested me to ask for him the favor of being
passed to the degree of Fellow-Craft.

1B.ELIXIIL&DLES 07 DEcEFTIOZI.
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0 will cause the Apprentice to be seated between the two
Wardens, where he will undergo a strict examination upon the
Instruction of the first degree; after which ho will be directed to
retire. Then,

0. J’ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to invite the Brethren on your Columns to
offer such remarks as they may see fit, in respect to
this application of the Brother A........ 13...
.....

This is done. When any discussion Is over (in which the
Apprvntices may take a part), 0 directs the Apprentices to retire. Then it is that the Lodge passes to the labors of the
Fellow-Craft.
The works of the Fellow-Craft being opened, 0 say.:

J’

Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, an~
nounce on your Columns that the Brother A.......
~j.•.

B...... is proposed to be passed to the degree of
Fellow-Craft; and invite the Brethren to offer any
remarks they may think proper.
-

Each Warden does so, and reports it announced.
Then the Lodge will take into consideration the present and
previous remarics, and may postpone the proposition to another
day, ir there be not time to discuss the matter fully, or if further
inforniation is desired.
If it is not proposed to post.pone, ~ will conclude for passing
or delay. Then the ballot will be taken, as to his conclusions,
In the manner directed in the Apprentice’s degree.
It requires a unanimous vote or the Brethren present to peru
mu the candidate to pass. If the result is favorable, the Master
directs the Plaudit.
Then the Yellow-Craft’s labors are closed, and those of Apprentice resumed.
Then, the Apprentices king admitted, 0 will announce that
It has been determined to permit the Brother, A..........
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J3.........., to pass to the degree of Fellow.Craft, or that the
matter is postponed, as the case may be. He will then fix a day
for eoitfcrri.ig the degree.
All the Brethren of the Lodge must be summoned to attend
the meeting when the Candidate is to be passed, and the summona should immforn~ then~ that there will be a reception in the
second degree; so that any who could not attend the previous
meeting may be ;urescumt at this, and object, i( they have any gooa
cause. The summons to an Apprentice will not mention any
work at which he cannot assist.
0mm the day of Revm’ptiomm all time Brethren will be admitted to
the Lodge. Time Lodge of Apprentices will be opened, and,
after reading and approval of time Record of the previous meetlug, the Master will direct time Apprentices to retire.
But if there be umo work to be done in the Apprentices’ Lodge,
nor any banquet. the Apprentices need not be summoned. In
that case time Record of time Apprentices’ Lodge will remain unread until a meeting of that Lodge, wlineim all are l)resenL
After any family affairs of the Fellow-Crafts are disposed of,
and Visitors received, And if no one objects and shows good
cause, the Reception will proceed as follows.

III.
J~EOEPTIOTh
When all is ready, 0 says:

O.~. J’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, be pleased
to go and prepare the Candidate in due form, and in
that condition bring him to the Lodge.
2( goes to tho Preparation-room, where tbe Neophyte wili be
In waiting, In charge ofa~ Brother, and will prepare him.
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t

*

3

*

*

*

*

*

d Brother Junior Warden, the Apprentice has
worked the due time. He believes his Master is
satisfied with him, and it is of his own free-will and
accord he makes this request.
.~.

Q.~.
etc.

J’

Brother Senior Warden, the Apprentice,

@.i.

J,

Venerable Master, the Apprentice, etc.

O.. How does h~ dare hope to obtain this favor?
@.. Brother Junior Warden, how does he dare
hope, etc.?
Brother Junior DeaQon, how does he, etc.?
Q.~.

d:. Brother Master of Ceremonies, how does this
Apprentice dare hope, etc.?

2(:. By his proofs or devotion to the great cause
in which we are engaged, and by his proficiency in
the instruction of the first degree.
d
Brother Junior Warden, the Apprentice
.~.

hopes to obtain the favor lie asks by his proofs, etc.

Q.~. Brother Senior Warden, the Apprentice
hopes, etc.
@.. Venerable Master, the Apprentice hopes, etc.
0:. Let him enter I and place him between the
Columns.
$:.

Brother Junior Warden, it is the order of the

Venerable Master, that the Apprentice be permiLted
to enter, and that h~ be placed between the Columns.
0.. Brother Junior Deacon, it is the order, etc.
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Brother Master of Ceremonies, it. is the order,

etc.
As 2i and ~. enter the Brethren rise, and stand with drawn
iwords. The
MUSIC
play. a slow march. They take tho March of Apprentice, and
salute the East, ~Vest, and South as Apprentices. When the
MUSIC CFJASES,
the Mastcr, rapping once, says:

Q.~. J’ Brother Junior Warden, you command
the Columns of Apprentices. Has this Apprentice
served his time, and are you and the Brethreu of his
Column content with him?
Q. l,Tenerable Master, he has served his Lime,
and we are content with him.
Q.. Do all the Brethren consent that he shall
advance?
All extend the right hand.

Q.~. J’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, our very
dear Brother, the Junior Warden, asks for this Apprentice an increase of wages. Remove the veil, and
let him be seated.
He then addresses him as follows:

Q.. A short time only has elapsed, my Brother,
since you were initiated an Entered Apprentice

ILECEFIIOH.
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Mason. If found qualiflcd you may now advance,
having attended five meetings of a Lodge, for instruction. It is said that, anciently, five years were required to elapse; which was the Lime during which
those who attached themselves to some sects of Philosophy were required to study.
The degree of FELLOW-CRAFT is Fellowsk~p, Education, Science. Like the Apprentice’s degree, it deals
exclusively with the moral and political meanings of
our Symbols, except so far as the Philosophical and
Spiritual necessarily mingle with and interpenetrate
Morality aud Political Science.
Before you can proceed, we must know that you
have made due proficiency in the preceding degree.
To understand the instruction of this degrce, that of
the former must have been understood, and must be
constantly kept in mind. If you have not taken the
trouble of engraving that on your memory and on the
tablets of your heart, or if you are not capable of
doing it, self-respect would forbid our casting any
further instruction before you. We shall, therefore,
proceed to examine you in regard to the symbolic
meaning of the points of your entrance, and of the
Lodge and its details.

‘Ye
EXAMLNATI OTT.

o.~.

My Brother, what is Freemasonry?
etc.
etc.
etc.
.

.

.

.

.

.

The second and third Scctiona of ibe Lecture or Catechism of
the first degree will he gone through WItIL The nspir~uL must
Iniie them well in his memory, or liii reception must be post.
ponccL The busimwss of hurried lanlf.cxnvuin:ition, and of per.
muitting Brethren to pa’. wbo are “a Iibsta,dicdly” acquainted
with what they ought pcrfectly to know, is not to be continued.
When the examination is concluded, 0 continues:

Q.•. You are now about to make Progress in
Masonry. Tbe Fellow-Craft’s degree is PRoorbEss.
It teaches Brotherhood, Education, Science. In
them and in Moral Improvement, true Progress, for
the Individual or the Nation, consists. If you would
renlize what Progress is, call it To-morrow. Tomorrow performs its work irresistibly, and it performs it to-day. It always rcaches its aim through
unexpected meaus. It ever goes on, not always
steadily, but, more often, fitfully. It is a workman
to whom no tool comes amiss. It adjusts its divine
work to the man who strode over the Alps, and the
feeblest, tottering invalid. It makes use of the
Cripple as well as the Conqueror, of the Knave as
well as the Saint.
The delay required to elapse after you were mi-
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tiated, before you could be permitted to receive the
second degree, was intended to give you the needful

time in which to prepare yourself, by impriuting on
your memory, so that its characters should remain
indelible, the instruction of the first. degree, to fit
you to make progress in the second. In the Ancient
Mysteries that interval was of several years. Thus
the Egyptian Priests tried Pythagoras before ad.

muting

him to kno~v the Secrets of the Sacred

Science. He succeeded, by the patience and courage with which he surmounted all obstacles, in obtaining admission to their Society, and receiving
their lessons. In Palestine, the Essenes admitted
none atnoug them until they had passed the tests of
several degrees.
*

V

*

V

*

*

In this degree, the five years of study required by
Pythagoras are symbolically represented by five
Circuits, in each of which, following the Sun, you
will imitate his annual course, going by the North
and East to the South and West, which represent
the Solstices and Equinoxes. At the end of each

you will receive the appropriate instruction.

You have entered here, bearing the

or
Twenty-Four-Inch GUAG E, one of the working-tools
of an Apprentice. Its meaning was explained to you
in that degree. Keep it in mind in this! Disorder
is the law of weakness. Let the RULE still be to you
RrLE,
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the symbol of LAW, Order, Intellect, controlling and
regulating Force. Rule, in the Latin Regula, is
government, restraint, the limitation and managewent of Force. But remember, also, that it is Motion
that gives .LifCtAOd on the earth, as in the skies—that

reveals Power, as among the electrical elements.
Movement is the result of an alternating preponderance. The scales of the balance must alternately rise
and fall. Immobility would be stagnation and death.

J~

Brother Master of Ceremonies, let this Apprentice lay aside the Ruxa~, and take the MALLET and
the CNIsm~. Then take him upon the first of his
~vejourneys.

V.

TEE FIRST CIRCUIT.
3(UBIO.
21 takes the Rule, and puts a MalleL and a Cbisel in the Candidate’s left Land. Then, taking him by the rigbt baud, lie leads
him once, slowly, around the Lodge, and baits with him near the

Junior Wai~den. Here be gives one rap.
IIUBIO CEASES.

14.

*

*

*

*

*

O.•. In this journey, symbolical of the first year

FIRST CIRCUIT.
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of study of the disciples of Pythagoras, you have
borne the MALLET and the CHISEL. The latter, used
by mcans of the force of the former, serves the work-

smoothing and polishing, with constant and
intelligent labor, the materials for his creations. lt
tuan for

Is, above all, the chief tool of the sculptor, with which
he cuts away the envelope that, in the rough block
of marble, conceals and bides the statue, and by
which he develops the Gladiator, symbol of Strength,
the Jupiter of the Capitol, symbol of Majesty, or the

Venus, symbol of Beauty.
The Apprentice, working with the GAVEL, employs FORCE alone, cutting down the stone to certain
straight Ijies, marked by the unbending, inflexible
RULE, under the directions of the Master.
The
Sculptor, using the CHISEL, uses it with judgment, and
with judgment applies the FORCE of the MALLET,

whether he carves the beautiful and delicate vase, in

accordance with the lines of beauty, creating the
graceful wreath and exquisite foliage, or invests the
statue with the poetry of his art. Even the stonecutter, shaping the cube, the oblong stone, or the
column, and more especially the Corinthian or composite capital, must exercise his skill and judgment
in the use of the CHISEL
The morality of the LIKE and RULE is not suffi-

the Fellow-Craft. These will give Honesty,
Uprightness. Truthfulness, Punctuality, 1’uri tanism.
cient for

FU~.ST CIRCUIT.
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The work of the CuIsEL is wanting, or the character
is hard, dry, and ungenial. It is perfected by those
genial virtues and fine graces which are not dictated
by the stern rules of law or the Ten Commandments,
but by Generosity, Liberality, Courtesy, Amiability,
Gentleness, the soft relentings or forgiveness; by all
the graces and beauties, which are as the flutings
and capital of tbe column, the curves, the flowers, and
foliage of the vases.
It is GE~;us that directs the Chisel of PUlDIAs
and CAI~orA; the genius that produced the Laoco~n,
the DyiDg Gladiator, the works or Benvenuto Cellini,
and nIl the immortalitics or Sculpture. In the STATE,
also, besides the mathematical formulas of the L&w,
and the harsh lines of the RULE of Intellect, there
must be Genius in those who govern, and the graces
and beauties of science and the arts; or we have
Laced~won and not Athens; Holland, with its interininable right-lines of ditches, and not the sevenhilled Rome, with its magnificence of beauty; or
classic Greece, with its Temples amid olive-groves;
or England, with its picturesque scenery, and hedgerows blossoming with beauty in the Spring.
*

*

*

*

*

In the Apprentice’s degree, as in a lower school,
are symbolized exact discipline, and the training of
the faculties for future use. In (his, as in an uppcr

FIJIST cnicurr.
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school, you must train thought, that it may at once

be wedded with healthy act. In this life all should
be workers. There should be no idle spectators.
Everywhere, man is wan’s brother. None belong to
the Planet Neptune. The nation is but the family.
Rather, it is the individual, with concentrated
strength, and the Jike enlarged accountability,

lien

are assembled, not only to think nobly, but to act
accordingly. The heart of the world should be all
heroic. All men are copartners in the great worldbusiness. The worthiest should be the Directors,

but all are shareholders. The franchise is the light
that should illumine all—the white that comes from
many colors.
Love the Truth I Abhor the Untruth I That is the
flrst requisite. Without that you can neither improve yourself nor serve the People. Let the
MALLET and CHISEL first rid you of all duplicity, dissimulation, equivocation, and dishonesty. Until then,
you are no man, but a sham, only waiting for circumstances to make you a wretch or villain.
Then rid yourself of the love of lucre. It will require heroic resolution ; for it is the deepest-seated
of all passions in the human heart, and prostrates the
noblest minds, as if they had been born to run like
the lizard. Yet there is no hope till that citadel is

breached.
To secure moral and intellectual freedom to an

FIRST CIIICUIT.
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Individual, or political freedom to a nation, is a work
of Thought, Patience, and Perseverance. When a
niition has secured liberty, it has been because it was
enabled, by long experience, to undertake the management of its own affairs. It is a work that goes on
by slow steps, and the harder the toil with which a
people hew the steps out of the solid rock, the surer
is the first ascent. Yet, at the instant when Freedom touches a nation on the shoulder, it is enlisted
in her cause for lire. So it must be with you. You
enlisted in her service as an Apprentice, and received the bounty. There is no discharge or furlough in that war. If there is any earnest work on
earth, it is where the road to Freedom is being
paved. The tree of liberty must come up on the
spot, from the seed, and not be transported bodiJy in
the bulky growth. Empire is a high enterprise. It
begins, like charity, at howe; and it is after much
tribulation that this kingdom is entered, and with
much and constant exertion it is maintained. There
are not only the fierce fight of brethren, but the march
in the wilderness. It is not the vivid moral sentiment only that can bring the pilgrims to the pro-

mised land. The Thought must explain the trials
of the Time; but the march in the desert gives the
diseipline, and Temperance will give the triumph.
*

*

*

*

*

Thought, the noblest characteristic of the isolated

FIRST CUlCUIT.
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man, is also that of a People. Our purpose now is
to lead you to think. Men way become wise without
many books. It is true that he is fortunate who has
the leisure to study and add to his knowledge. The
Fellow-Craft ought, if possible, to obtain a knowlcdge

the natural sciences. The more he knows of the
universe the better he knows its Author. And these
of

sciences, especially geology, necessarily lead the
student to think and reflect. But the intelligent
man may obtain great results by thought alouc.
Freemen are serious. They have objects at heart,

worthy to engross attention.

It is reserved for

slaves to indulge in groans at one moment, and to
laugh at another.
Your first journey, our ancient instruction says, Is

a symbol of the term of one year, which a FellowCraft was required to ~flSS iii perfecting himself in
the work of cutting and smoothing the stones which,
as an Apprentice, you learned how to rough-hew. This
work, with the chisel and mallet, is to teach you that
the degree or perfection which an Apprentice can

attain, is far from finishing his work; that the
materials consecrated to the building of the Temple
which he rears to the GIIAYD ARCHITECT, and of
which he is at oiice the material and the workman,
are not yet ready for the buildiiig, and that he must
still undergo the hard and toilsonie labor or the
wallet, and learn accurately, and with precision, to

~auo
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use the chisid, never varying from the lines traced
for him by the Masters. You must interpret and
apply this for yourself. Give we the sign of an
Eutered ApprenLice Mason.
IJegivos it.

O.~. What does the sign mean and remind you of?
rji.. IL reminds me of my obligation ; and it. meaus
that I will rather j-b
.
.. than reveal the
secrets of Masonry unlawfully.
O.~. Let it also remind you, hencerorward, that, as
a good and true Mason, you must rather incur the
risk of being beheaded, like Saint John the Baptist,
than betray the cause of the People, or become the
Instrument or apologist of their oppressors.
J’ Brother Muster of Ceremonies, take from this
Apprentice the Mallet and Clui~el, arm him with the
CoMPASs and RULE, and let him, under your guidance, make his second journey.
.

.

.

yI.
THE SEOOKD

CIRCUIT.

2L takes the Mallet and Chisel, and puts in him left hand the
Compass and Rule, takes him by the right hand, and leads him
again around the Lodge, in the same direction as before, while
there is solemn

)IUBIC.
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When the circuit is made, he places him between the Columns,
arid
MUSIC CEASES.

O.•. My Brother, this second journey represents
the second year of the studies of the disciples of
Pythagoras. It is said that during that year they
studied Geometry, to which Arithmetic is the intro.
duction. In the theory and practice of Geometry
the CoMriss and RULE, or SCALE, are indispensable,
and that is one reason why you have borno them in
your journey.
The Compass, also, is the symbol of the circle
which it describes, and of the celestial spheres. In
conjunction with the Rule, it represents that Divine
element, intermingling with the laws of morality and
the rules of political science, by ivhich alone perfection, symbolized by the cubical stone, can be
attained, or even approached unto.
A. man may strictly comply with every positive
obligation imposed on him by the law, and even with
all contained in the moral code, and yet be detest.
able. A. community of men, in which each should
punctiliously observe the law, and that code, would
be one in which no generous soul could live. If the
Divine, in morals, did Dot intermingle ivith the
Human, the world would be intolerable. How little the
strictly moral man is often the benefactor of men we
all well know. Strictness of morals may belong to the
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driest, and hardest, and most ungenial character; and
often the vicious and dissipated more benefit society
and their race than the strictest moralists. One
must go fitr beyond those rules to imitate the Beneficent nud Glorious Deity. Loving-kinducss, Generosity, Devotedncss, Sympathy—these, and the like,
are of the Divine. The RULE is not a symbol of
Fraternity, nor even of the kindnesses one owes his
neighbor.
The CoM1’Ass also, by which, round a fixed point,
we describe the circle, emblem of Deity or the
Bupreme Wisdom, is itself an emblem of that Wisdom. With its aid, too, upon the base laid down by
the RULE, we erect the Equilateral Triangle, symbol
of many things, and, to a Fellow-Craft, esl)ecially of
Liberty, Fraternity, and Equality.
U

*

*

This second journey, like the first, signifies PilEPAILATION—the Study of Principles, which fits a
Fellow-Craft to do the WonK; whether by the Fellow-Craft is meant an individual or a People. The
practical elements must be acquired before they can
be applied. The elements of Mathematics must be
thoroughly umiderstood, and its problen~ demonstrated, by the aid of the figures traced by the Compass and Scale, before they can be applied in Surveying, or the measurement of land; in Navigation, or
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that of courses and distances on the pathless ocean;
in Coast-Surveying, which marks the shoals and reefs
that cause shipwreck, and, with the aid of the Compass, of his reckonings and observations, and the
IogariLhmic tables, enables the mariner, in the darkness of night, and amid the terrors of the frightful
storm, to find saCe harbor; or in Astronomy, which
measures the distances, orbits, specific gravity, and
mass of the planets, and enabled Leverrier and
Adams to ascertain, before their telescopes discovered
it, that another planet existed, by the measured perturbations of its neighbors.
To all this Science attained, by the use of those
simple instruments, the Compass and Scale. The
Circle and the Line are their symbols. From moral
rectitude, and the wisdom that teaches Love and
Faith, result the perfection of the individual man, the
interpenetration of the Human by the Divine; and
front justice and wisdom results good government in
the State. Rule, Law, Order, Justice, Rectitude in
dealing with other Nations, inflexible adherence to
sound policy, stability in measures, consistency and
absence of vacillation in Legislation—these, in a
State, are symbolized by the SCALE—the law of
merit and demerit; reward for the worthy and
punishment for the unworthy, office and honor to the
best; a scale of Honors according to merit; and
Wisdom, Prudence, Foresight, and Forethought,
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Toleration, generous,

and liberal, and cnlargcd

policy as to matters at home and abroad, lenient indulgence tenipt’riiig strict justice, are syinbolizcd by
the Compass—agtd ii the Divine interpenetrating
the Human ;—by the Rule, LAW ; by the (Jo?npas8,
EqUITY.

For the RULE is the symbol, naturally, or direction
and control by rule, regularity, iuflexiblu, unbending
Principles. Reguiw juri~, the Rulvs of Law, do not
shirt and vary with the fluctuating (ides of circuinstance, nor disappear in the presence of necessity or
expediency. These arc only for to-day. Principles
are ftw all time, the same yesterday, to-day, and
to-morrow ; as the Deity is alt Iliad was, is, or is to
be. To-morrow, necessity and expediency will have
disappeared like the mists of morning : the principles
will remain and shine with undimmed lustre, like the
stars. Every man rind every people, without flx~d
principles, is like a vessel without a rudder or compass, beaten by the baffling winds, and by the invisible currents of the ocean carried hither rind
thither. But there must also be wisdom in the admiiiistration of affairs according to these principles.
Iii the individual it consists greatly in temper. Even
in tIme game of Honors which is played at Courts, we
obtain success less by our talents than our tempers ;
and nations, more frequently eveim than individuals,
lose by loss of temper, which is lack of Wisdom, and
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a chief weakness of Republics; which, therefore, in
the end, always lose.
The Fellow-Craft is, in pursuing his studies, to lay
up Principles for Future use. Remember that, in all
cases, the use of a doctrine, and tlio only reason for
its being promulgated and accepted, are its translation into action. Even the sublime doctrine of Christ
is of no great use to the every-day violators of it,
how bitterly soever they may hate all dissenters
from the truth. Men who act sincerely up to what
doctrines they may have accepted, either as hereditary or as creations of their own, be they of Christ,
Buddha, Zarathiustra, or Mohammed, are virtuous in
proportion to their sincerity, if the doctrine itself teach
virtue; that virtue by no means consisting in the
tAinking or believing, which is an accidental, jitevitable
matter, where the man is sincere; but in the doing,
which depends solely on himself.
j% Brother Master of Ceremonies, take from this
Apprentice the Compass, give him the CROW or
LFXER, and let him, under your guidance, make his
third journey I
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VII.
TilE THIRD CIRCUIT.
2~, learing the RuLz~ In his left, hand, places on his left shoulder
a Cuow, or LErEn, which, also, ho holds with his left hand. Then
he takes him by the rigbt baDcl, and leads him in the same directie. as before, once around the Lodge, while there is martial
3IUBIC.
When the circait Is made, he places him near the Senior
Warden, and tho

MUSIC CEASES.
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*

*

*

*

Q:. My Brother, this third journey represents the
third year of the studies of the disciples of Pythagoras. It. is said, in our old Ritual, that during this
year an Apprentice is taught how to move and place
in position the stones (or the foundation oF the building, which is done with the RULE and Cnow, or LEVER.
The LEVER, it is also said, is the symbol oF the power
of KKOWLEDGE, ‘which, adding to our individual

~LrengLh,
enables us to do and effect. that ‘which, ‘without its aid, it would be impossible for us to accomplish.
“Behold,” it is said in Isaiah, “I lay in Zion for a
foundation a SToRE, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not
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make baste. Judgment also will I lay to the line,
and righteousness to the plumb.”
The God of Jacob,” it is said, in Genesis, “is
the stone of Israel.”
“The stone ivhich the builders refused,” it is said,
in the Psalms and elsewhere, ‘mis become the head
of the corner.”
‘•Ye are no more strangers and foreigners,” Paul
says to the Ephesians, “but fellow-citizens with the
Saints, and of the Household of God ; and are built
upon the foundation or the Apostles and Prophets,
48

Jesus Christ being the chief corner-stone, in whom
all the building, fitly framed together, groweth a holy

Temple in the Lord.”
You are now to commence the erection of that
Temple of virtue, morality, and freedom of the wind
and soul, which is symbolized by the TEMPLE of
SOLOMOK. That edifice was erected by SOLOMON on

Mount 3loriah, purchased by David.
“TIme King coinnianded, and they brought great
stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the
foundation of the House. And Solomon’s builders
and Huroin’s builders did hew them, and the StoneSquarers,” or men of Byblos—the Giblemites.
The length of the House was sixty cubits, or one
lIuD(lrcd and two and a half feet, and its breadth
twenty cubits, or thirty-four feet. There was also
a porch, or portico, ten cubiLs, or seventeen feet,
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~ide~along the whole eastermi front, making the foundation on oblong square, measuring nearly one hundred and twenty feet by thirty-four. Solomon’s own
house was much lamger, being, witl the porch, two hundred and twenty-one feet long, by eighty-five wide.
IL is the uses for which the Temple was intended
that wake it symbolical. It was for the public worship of the Deity ; and in the Oracle, Holy of Holies,
or KADoSfl-KADosUIM, the western room, the SEELJXAH, or Divine Presence, was supposed to dwell
between the Cherubim.
To the Fellow-Craft, as you already know, the
Temple symbolizes an Individual and a State. The
foundation of the moral or political Temple Is to be
laid by the help of the symbolic LEVEn, to the Juies
laid down by the RULE; and it is laid or great,
costly, hewn, symbolic stones, like the Cyclopean
work of the Etruscan Architects, yet to be seen in
the ancient oundations of Rome. The foundationstones of the Temple still remain, some of them
twenty-four feet in length by four in width, bevelled
on the edges, of a very white limestone, resembling
marble, and forming, when cemented together, a perfectly solid wall or foundation, which only a convulsion of the earth could demolish.
Thus firm, solid, stable, and durable should be the
foundation of the character which makes the 1[AN, of
the knowledge which makes the Scholar or the States-
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man, of the STATE that is to endure. Courage, resolution, decision, firmness, persistence, endurance, hopefulness, self-resl)ect, self-reliance, the chief ingredients of manliness; forethought, temperance, fortitude,
hardihood, energy, justice, rectitude, fairness, lovingkindness, faith and faithfulness, devotedness and disinterestedness, these are the chief of the great, costly,
hewn btones of the foundation of an admirable character. Classleal learning, the natural and physical
sciences, the law of nations, the laws of trade, knowledge of grca.t commercial currents and financial
phenomena, and familiarity with great Constitutional
principles, are those of the foundation of the learning
of the Statesman. The great principles embodied in
Bills of Right and Magna Charta, and Constitutions
written and unwritten, are the foundations of a Free
State.
Force of Will is the great individual Lever. Force
of public opinion is the great Lever of a free State.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Let the Fellow-Craft, therefore, and even the
humblest Apprentice, be encouraged to work, not
apprehensive, in whatever direction lie may work,
that his labor will be losL No Force, nor any action
of any Force, is lost in this universe. There are no
blows struck in the void. Paul, after his conversion,
was not a person of much consideration, and the
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sphere of his labors was the preaching of a. new and
unpopular faith—anti-idolatry in au idolatrous world.
lie wrote a few letters, no one of them as long as a
single modern speech of some windy ]3oanerges—letters to handfuls or obscure individuals in the great
Empire City, Rome, ond the great Provincial Cities of
Corinth and Epliesus, and in some Roman Provinces,
and to the obscure persons, Timnotheus, Titus, and
Philemon: and what a wonderful work in the world
those letters have wrought I What, by tl~e side of
them, or of Luther’s sermons even, are Moscow expeditions and Waterloo? The great works of the
world are done unexpectedly, like the invention of
printing, by obscure men. Let us all take courage,
therefore, and work I
J~ Brother Master of Ceremonies, take from this
Apprentice the CRow, and give him the SQUARE;
and let him, under your guidance, make his fourth
Journey.
VIII.
THE FOURTH CIRCUIT.
21 ta~eu the Cnow, anti places the SQUAnE 113 13)8 left hand,
with the RULE. Then, tnking him by the right hand, he leads
131w once around the Lodge, in the same direction as berore,
while there is joyful
IkIUSIC.
Wben the circuit is made, he places him In tbe lThrth, and the
MUSIO CEASES.

211

JOUBTE CUICUIT.

t 8.

*

*

*

*

*

*

O.. This voyage, my Brother, it is said in our
Ancient Rituals, represents the fourth year of the
service of an Apprentice, during which he is employed in the erection of the body of the edifice, and
in accurately placing in position the stones of which
it is built: and it teaches you that only application,
zeal, and intelligence can raise a Fellow-Ciaft above
the general level of his follows.
The Square is not only used as the only certain
means by which the workman is enabled to cut into
rectangular shape the stones for the building; but
also in laying them, and making true, just, and
square, the corners of the edifice.
The Fellow-Craft is said to have passed from the
PERPENDICULAR or PLUMB to the SQuAn~; the Square
being the Plumb and Level united, and at right
angles with each other. The Perpendicular is a
single straight line, vertical. The Square is two
lines, forming a right angle. When you become a
Master, the third line will complete the right-angled
triangle, and exhibit the 47th Problem of Euclid, the
favorite and little understood symbol of Pythagoras,
expression of the great Secret of the Universe.
In the Orient, the Aspirant, after undergoing the
severest, or rather the most cruel trials, was proclaimed the Soldier of Mithras, and could, like the
modern Apprentice, call all Initiates his companions
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in arms, that is, his Brethren. Next, he became a
LIoN, a name embodying the idea of STREXOTE, the
peculiar expression of the modern Fellow-Craft.
Your fourth journey ~yuinbolizes
the building up of
the enduring and barmouiously-proportioned fabric
of virtue and morality in tbe individual Soul, and in
Society and the State.
There is nothing peculiar or eccentric in the
morality of Masonry. It is tbe same that was taught
by Confucius to the Chinese, by Zaratbustra to the
Bactrians, by Socrates and Seneca, and by Him whom
Power, Priestcraft, and the Mob sacrificed on the
Cross. All its precepts may be read in its Liturgies
and Rituals, and to these we ~hieflyrefer you.
It is especially political truths that are symbolized
in this degree. The letter G is not displayed as the
initial letter of th~ word GEoMETRT, but of the more
significant Greek word GtosIs, Knowledge. “Know
tAyselfI” was an old maxim of the Sages. To learn
that we know nothing is the first step in the acquisition of knowledge.
By the Holy House of the Temple, to a FellowCraft Mason, is especially symbolized the fabric of a
State.
*

*

*

*

*

*

A throne, whether of king or free people, should
stand on the golden backs of strong lions, bound by
the wisdom of the circling serpents, and canopied by
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the silver doves of mercy. But wisdom cannot be
entailed. The lust of idleness is a disease that preys
alike on People, Peers, and Princes. History proves
that the sense of right and public duty cannot secure
exertion. Families perpeLually wear out, by the unwillingness of nature to propagate the useless plants.
The ~Iasonry of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, my Brother, based on the foundations of morality and manliness, is, first of all, hostility to Tyranny. It is the Apostle of LIBERTY, FRATERNITY,
and EQUALITY. Under a despotism, therefore, It is
revolutionary.
In free countries Masonry must labor to maintain,
perpetuate, and improve free Institutions. It has it
peculiarly In charge to resist usurpation, especially
by the military power, out of which Despotisms and
Dynasties hav.e generally grown; to protect the ConStitution against violation by force or fraud, and
zealously to defend the natural and guaranteed rights
of the people; and especially to guard, as the sacred
Palladium of Liberty, the right to the writ of Habeas
Corpus, secured ages ago to Englishmen, and confronted by which leUre. de cacket are harmless, and
the law breaks down the gates of the Bastille and
the doors of the dungeons of the Inquisition and of
military prisons alike.
A. free people way speak Its mind with fullness;
but, after decision, it must obey, as well as the serf.
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the law should be greater in free States
than in those that have Masters, and ~vhercpublic
opinion has not cut and deepened thc great channels.
For it is thc low made by themselves for themselves.
Reverence for the law is self-reverence. For
Officers, Civil and Military, who violate it, and usurp
power, and crush Constitutional guarantees, the mandates or the Law should be concisc and stern, like
those of the Twelve Tables. Li~r TIIEM DIE TIlE
DEATU I Remember that a hatred to ill-government
is an antipathy wonderfully strong in wise men, and
wonderfully weak in fools; and when usurpation is
once in the saddle, it is not easily unseated. The
title ripens by prescription; and if the people beconic a liLtIe used to it, only the most intolerable
outrages will rouse them to annihilate the new-born
despotism. Always remember that you entered here
by the right of being free-born, and therefore oppose
the very beginnings of tyranny.
La~v distinguishes the criteria or right and wrong;
Respect for

teaches to establish the one, and punish, prevent, or
redress the other; employs in its theory the noblest
faculties of the soul, and exerts in its practice tIme
cardinal virtues of the heart. It is a science universal in its use and extent, accommodated to each
individual, yet comprehending the whole community.
It is, or ought to be, the perfection of human reason;
the exprcssion of experience aiid wisdom, gathcrcd
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from the whole human family, and applied to the
wants of communities. It is founded first on the
study of the universal human nature, and that study
is a science in itself. It is a moral as wcll as a practical science. Law is morality in office. It is progressive as man himself, following him with equal
steps. It is a heroic work to amend the law.
A. country that puts itself into the hands of its
demagogues is lost, the question of its ruin being
only a question of time.

Encounter these, and op-

pose them with all your might everywhere I Never
consent to, much less aid in, the elevation of the
shallow, the showy, the frivolous, the half-informed,
the sprightly without depth, the trickster, or the liar I
Before you vote for the creature who electioneers
for himself, writes praises of himself, and bribes the
public journals to puff him, lay aside your Masonic
clothing, and withdraw forever from the Lodge. To
be the pimp of the Great is one of the saddest sights
in this world : to be the pimp of the Small is an unspeakable abasement. A Statesman should not only
be the true representative of his constituents, but of
his nation; Day, a grand Representative of human
nature. If a free people produces men who can
master the material world, who can ride danntlcss
and keep a steady seat in the spiritual realm, and
yet is represented in the noble art of ruling by men
who can neither run, nor ride, nor walk, but only
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creep and grope in their blindness, this is as much
misrule as if it were still in the den of despotism.
The trained men of a free people ought to be superior
to the most gray-headed servants of the most sagacious monarch. And yet Free States are often ruled
by pigmies, that loom through the mists like real
giants.
Choose the men, if you can find them, worthy to
lead the people in the hour of deep despondency and
wintry gloom; to strike with living electric force the
most torpid human fceling; to utter the burning
words that move the great public heart to heroic
strength and endurance; that give faith and the light
of hope in the darkest hour of trial, ond stir the
meanest of mankind to unselfish sacrifice; not merely
those who can speak punctually to the purpose as a
clock ; and still less the tinselled popinjays that craft
and cunning always pull by wires, whose orations are
deserts of common-place, so many yards of frieze
or fustian, with here and there a tawdry bit of tinsel
stuck on with paste.
Remember that State-&q/t is not State-WISDOM;
and mistake not cunning and craft for greatness!
The national affairs of 11 free people are transacted in
open day. It hides no counsels in palace-chambers,
and sends out no edicts from an invisible throne.
Ambidexterity is out of place in a republic, and no
qualification for a republican Statesman.
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Simplicity, and not show, honest administration,
and not corruption, the silent rule of the law, and

not the glittering and noisy empire of arms, are
characteristics of free government. Kings parade
their power before the peol)le in the midst of armed
men, and their reviews are as much mieant for their
subjects as for the enemy. A free country is aiot
meant for spectacle. They that rule themselves are
conscious of their strength, and simpliuity becomes
splendor. The People grants or revokes the Com-

missions of its Generals, the patents of power of its
rulers. The allegiance of the willing hearts is beyond that of the bayonets. Conscious strength is
silent. The national acts would hardly be knowui
but for the press. Mankind may not be better than
of old; there may be the same old love of lucre, the
same lust for power, the same hunger for patronage.
But the people act and speak through the Press, sit
in perpetual oversight of men and the things they do,
and drag to light the deeds that delight in darkness.
Through it they tell those in power that they are not
Immortal, and that their power is but a brief trust.
If there be trafficking in forbidden wares, the veil is
drawn aside at last in open market. In time end, all
things are tested by the SQUARE and RULE.

The old Romans gave official nobility.

They

allowed a man to bear the surname of .Africanus,
~apitohinus, or Coriolanus, and thus linked a noble
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name to a noble deed—a possession and an example
forever. This privilege inspired the family wore
thami a peerage Imeld imi lmeirship. True, time love of
excellence is different from the love of distinction,
and better. It consists in the desire to do good
deeds, and IL longs for the words ou earth, that many
will hear ouly in Heaven—” IFell done! thou good
and fail!jfui 8ervant!” But the love of distinction is
natural aud laudable; and distinction is valuable
when coufcrrcd on excellence alone. The badge of
Honor, or the office, whidj mediocrity and trickery
cami attain, loses its value in the estimation of honorable minds. A frec people should take care not to
cheapen its rewards. It is more fatal and more
foolish than to dopreciate its currency by shamelessly
breaking its faith. Wages to the workman; honor
to the wortlmyl A niami were better hang himself
with the garter of nobility, than wear it when he has
not earned it. lie only who has borne the cross is
wortliny to ~~‘earit. Let men be bribed and bougbt
with money, if you will, but not with place or honor.
Appoint tile fittest, and promote the best. ilomiors
distributed by any other rule are dishonors. If you
have o~ vote, you have a voice, indirecLly, in the con•
fcrring of all honors; and how much or how little soever your vote may weigh, if you do not give it for
the best, you, to that extent, uudermine the roundations of the State.

I
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Youth will naturally vote for youth; and its
knowledge is ordinarily superflcial, its counsels rash
and impetuous. It is apt to prefer the shallow and
the sprightly to the profound and solid. A single
House of Legislators, composed cliietly of young men,
would prefer the swift speed of impulse to the slow
progress of Prudence. Hence, in free governments,
the Legislature is generally divided into two bodies,
a lower and more numerous, and an upper, of fewer
men, and these of greater age. A free people are
ever young, and have the impatient temper of youth.
Hence an appeal lies naturally to age; from the
man to the sage; from the hour to the year. Age
sits in the seaL of Posterity, and considers its judgment. In this House ought to be gathered up the
golden harvest of wise experience. it should be a
real “assembly of the notables,” of the wise men and
elders, deputed by common consent. In a free land
the wise men ought to be seen as l)lainly us the
mountains or the monuments.
So, in part, with the SQUATIE and the RULE, should
the House of (lie Temple of a State be build ed. Forw
tunate the workman who can use well the tools 1
J’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, take rrom this
Apprentice the Square and Rule, and let him, under
your guidance, make his fifth journey.

‘V.
&dL.

THE FIFTH CIiWIJIT.
*

S

*

*

*

*

0.. My Brother, this fifth journey represents the
ifib year of the studies of the disciples of Pythagorns. IL was devoted chiefly to Astronomy and
?~uiiibers. It is said in our old rituals, that during
this year the Apprentice studied the theory of Aitlil—
IccLure. And he was advised that it was not s’dli—
dent ror huiiii to be well grounded in the principles
of morality aiid virtue, but that it would require con—
tinual effort and constant self-denial to approach tolard perfection.
You have made this fifth journey without working•tpols.

flo.

*

*

*

*

*

*

The SWOJID is, as you are aware, the symbol of
JAyalty and Honor. 1~ow, and to you, it is syinboli~l of armed resistance to tyranny. It is the signifi~nt emblem of the Military Power, as time Defender
of Liberty.
Loyalty was for ages a chivalric blind devotion to
the Monarch or the Leader. It has exacted life, not
only in liecatomlis, as in the days of Ct~sar and
Timour, but in fragments also, as when one serf of
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an Eastern Despot hastened to stab himself, and another to throw himself from the rock, that his master’s absolute power, and the devotion of his subjects,
might be manifested to the envoy of another monarch.
Surely there is something noble in human nature;
and the presence of the Divine in it explains its contradictions, notwithstanding the shrieking of the
sophisLs and the groaning of misanthropes, and all

that is sordid and base in Humanity. For man has,
in all ages, oftered his life freely on all kinds of pre-

texts—for religions of all sorts, for money, for enterprise, for whims and oddities, and even for the
worthless tyrants. It is more difficult to live than to
die. Shame on the Mason who could not die for his
Order and the Cause, if the Order and the Cause required it.
There is a spiritual loyalty, from Tliermopyl~, and
Curtius leaping into the gulf, to the latest noble selfsacrifice of heroism. The loyalty of man to man is
such, that he will not ouly kill himself, but his idol, as
when Virginius slew his child, amid the Roman freedman killed his master, to save from worse. Loyalty
to kings has been common. A. thousand brcasts have

often been bared to save the hero from the swords
of thickening foes. I~apoleon’s dying veterans, at
Waterloo as at Austerlitz, in direful defeat as well as
in glorious victory, uttered with feeble voices their
old cry of devotion. The man personified the prin.
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ciple. Men die For Glory, Honor, and Duty. The
loyalty of the Knight to the leader and lady; of the
Jesuit to his Order and the successor of Loyola; of
the Templar, the Knight or st. John of Jerusalem, and
the Teutonic Knight, to his Order and Grand Commander; that or the Crusaders to the Cross, were all
developments of the Divine. When men ceased to
reverence kings, Loyalty become obedience to the
Law, the love of constitutional liberty, tbe fidelity of
the soldier to his colors and captain, the love of the
sailor for his ship and flag. Thus personal loyalty
was sublimated into Patriotism and the cardinal
virtues.
No one yet knows, or can calculate, the immense
force of Loyalty to a Flag, to a free Government, a
Union, an idea. It will be written, ~owe day, in
letters of blood and fire. In the days of true allegiance, personal loyalty is one of the virtues: when
the true type is lost, it is a sul)erstition. It is so in
Priestcraft, and in all the crafts. Croft meant
strength. Ii. arterwards degenerated into cunning.
There is always the shouting loyalty; the homoge to
Cromwell, followed by that to Charles. But the
world still continues to be loyal to its great men,
worshipping them during life, and deifying them

after death.

If Men sometimes make mistakes, and

deiry the sham hero and spurious great man, it only

proves that they are so anxious for some one to
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whom to be loyal, as to do homage to a Pretender,
because he eecrns to be a King and Priest of Heroism
or Thought.
Loyalty to the State is indispensable to the Slate.
Without it, the mass of people have not become a
State, but only an organized mob. It is the cohesion
that binds the free State together. Remove it, and
you have only a heap of grains of sand. Cemented
with it, the State endures. From this Loyalty come
the resolution to maintain her ancient glories, and
the laying down of life for an idea or a political
theory. What a potent loyalty is that in Poland and
Hungary I loyalty to the idea of State Sovereignty
and Nationality.
Every man can help enlarge and strengthen this
Loyalty to the State. The self-sacrifice of the humblest, as an e~xamnple, has a wonderful power. Who
can estimate the effect, now and in the future, not
only upon Individuals, but on a whole people, of the
heroism of the sailor who nails the colors to the
mast, and cheers manfully as the ship goes down:
of the widow, who furnishes the inflammable arrows
to lurn her own house, made a fortress of by the
enemy 1 The circles produced by such actions not
only widen continually, but the ripples become .immense waves of enthusiasm and patriotism as they
enlarge, and recede from the centre.
It is a truth in morals, that the soul may brutalize
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(lie body, as much as (lie body may degrade thc
soul. There is reciprocal syinpathy between them.
The body is not flung beneath the brazen wheels or
the car of Juggernaut, until ulic titiserable spirit or
the mati has alrea~ly all but perished iii the dust before the foul idol. A religion or craven fear and
abortive hopes, without love, as without light and
liberty, ends, like the enchantrneiits of Circe, iii
transforming men into brutes. A sound and healthy
and vigorous morality depends upon a healthy religious faith. To get that is one chief object of your
last year of study. We shall, in time, come to rescinble whatever God we believe in. Theory always
crystallizes into practice. A cruel God will have
cruel worshippers. Man becomes the image of the
God of his creed.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Every true word is the word of God. He is the
great Fount~iin of Truth. All true Thoughts are in—
spi rations. The true OrRtor is a Prophet: thc babblers are the prophets of Daal. Thoughts, spoken
and printed, are the great levers by which nations
are moved ; the storm-words that lash the great
heaving popular ocean into convulsions; the word or
Christ that stills the restless waves. But, unfortunately, all speech is not the utterance of true
Thoughts, or even of any Thoughts whatever; and
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babble is of~eu more available with the pco~~lc (han
genuine speech.
See to it that you do not mistakc t1~~ lc~.piacious
babbler for the truly great man. No niist:ikc is
more fatal to republics. For sp~ecl, even i~ it. consist chiefly of sound, is Power, as ortch for evil as
for good. The Press is the Fourth Estate. Its
license is a migbty evil. To preserve its freedom
and curb its license, to keep it the minister or Good,
and not permit it to become wholly the Demon of
Evil, is a great problem (lint must in some manner
be solved. No cause will hereafter be so fruitful
of national disasters ns the licentioitsnes~ of the
Press, not even the pitiful littleness of public men,
and the knavery of the basely aiiibhioi~s, the venal,
and the corrupt.
The Mason must be ever ready to defend, with
arms, the old flag of the Order, on which are emblazoned the magical words, great niwnys, though
sometimes misunderstood, “Lvui~wrv t EQUALrrY!
FRATERSTT 1” Among the soldiery of this Ai.iny of
Freedom may well be that boundlc~ ambition wlik’h
is the spur of Renown. In it there is no barrier
which merit cannot pass. There is nat instinct in all
freemen that courts the danger leading to an cnuinence, and makes lire weigh little iii 11w scales ngainst
Glory and Honor. Let the career be open to the
talents, and Liberty may always have its army of
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Ironsides, like those of Cromwell, whose deeds snr~
nyc the shrieks of Faction ; men intelligent as brave,
loyal as Paladins, fearing God as much as they
feared uot the face of man. Such an army might be
trusted to elect its own leaders, lifting them, like the
old Crerinans, on their shields.
It will not do for even despotisms to conitnit the
tremendous error of mistaking the obedience of the
soldier for the acquiescence of the nation. That fozid
delusion ruins thrones. Great armies always incline
to confer dictatorship, and therefore, in building up a
free State, it must be solemnly secured, that always,
in peace as well as war, the military power shall be
in strict. subordination to the civil authority. It will
not do for either the People or the Tyrants to fall
asleep, whether in the shade of a Upas tree, or in the
shadow of an army.
Every free State ought to beware, not only of wars
which e%haust, but of governments which impoverish.
A waste of the public wealth is the most lasting of
public afflictions; and the Treasury which is drained
by extravagance must be refilled by crime.
The Apprentice is a youth who has not attained
his majority. The Fellow-Craft is the Citizen entitled
to vote ; and also entitled, if he cau attain it, to
office and power. If you should embark in the game
of chances called Public Life, make time SQUAUE and
the RULE, uprightness and fair and equal dealing, your
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rules of action. Cease not to be the geiitlenan, if
you become the Candidate. Offer yourself for oflice,
and no more. Become not base in the whining beggary for votes; or baser, by trickery and the sowing
of slanderous lies against an opponent. Neither expect to escape slander, nor cease to be patriotic when
misunderstood and reviled. When your motives
have buen pure, men will see a fault in the conduct,
and calumniate the motives: when your conduct has
been blameless, they will remember its former errors,
and assert that its present goodness arises only from
some sinister intention. You will be termed crafty,
when you have, in reality, been rash ; and that will
be called the consistency of interest, which, in reality,
is the inconsistency of passion. The chief business
of Party is to traduce the great and elevate the
small.
Finally, if you discover that you are .wanting in
foresight, be honest? cease to mislead the people, and
retire to private life. Apply the saute rule mercilessly to others. The man who blunders to-day will
blunder to-morrow. Near-sigh tedness of the Intellect
does not improve by age, like that of tIme eyes.
Foresight is the most indispensable of all requisites
for the Statesman. Blunders, in Statesmaziship, are
worse than crimes; and, indeed, it is nothing less
than crime for the incompetent pilot to oust the coumpetent, and undertake to steer the ship in the dark
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night, through the tempest and among the shoals.
Shrewd knavery is preferable, in Statesmanship, to
honest stupidity, shallow uprightness, and wellmeaning s~uperficiality. A dishonest politician may
serve the State well. It will often be most profitable
for him to do what is right and wise. But even interest cannot secure wisdom in the action of the
stupid, the narrow-minded, and the silly.
Tue wise Statesman Bees ~11rdvnnce the coming
distractions nimd calamities of the State. It is madness longer to trust the Politicians who do not. Iucompetency is always incompetency. Want of foresight is chronic. TIme real Statesman is aware of the
first breath of Revolution: lie listens for it as (lie old
Prophets listened for tIme words of Jehovah. When (lie
true Tempest is arising, even nature and the animals
comprehend tIme mystery of the few first whispers.
The stagnant atmosphere, the mountains veiled darkh•wi th prophecy, veined with blood-streaks, coming
closer to the old homes, darkly but clearly visible ;
the rivulets running with the voice of ocean, the
moaning woods, the perplexed flocks and herds, the
bush of birds, the dumb consternation of nature—
all these have their parallels iu the sigus and portents that prccede the organic disturbances of States.
What is the sham leader to do who has not rend
(Item, when the white watery winds 5W~Cl) the heavens’ concave, amid time bending perilous trees, the
0
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harried harvest, the mute or clamorous horror of tho
people, the terrible hurricane, the crash of miii in
the day of doomnY Will you still trust these incapables when the storm roars? will you intrust to them
the work of renovation? Let the harriers sleep in
their kennels rather, and the near-sighted read the
Book of Revelations, and the true seers, who foreSaW, take the helm.
J’ Brother I~1aster of Cerenionies, let this Candidate now do his last work as an Apprentice I

x.
THE MYSTIC STAIRWAY.
i.11.

O..

*

*

*

*

My Brother, the degree of Fellow-Craft real-

izes the hopes of him who desires to learn, and of

him also who is wise. For in it the secret or our
mysteries begins to be opened, and the veil which
covers them to be drawn aside. And while he who
as yet knows not tlmat secret sees that every one may
comprehend it, the Sage is glad to find himuself among
his Peers.
Upon the tracing-board of this degree you see the
representation of the front of King Solomon’s Temple,
with a winding stairway of iktee five, and seven steps.
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it Is the great symnbol of our Order, and has more
than one meaning. Whether you will learn them all
will depend upon yourself. The value of the secret
Is In proI)ortiou to the intelligence and excellency or
him to whom it is entrusted. The man to whom
Virtue is but a name, and Liberty a chimmera, will
little value the light you have already received; and
he to whom Philosophy is foolishness will less value
that which is perhaps to be given you Imereafter. The
bats and the owls prefer the obscure twilight to the
light of noon-day. As little can the selfish and
heartless value as an emblem the chain which encircles the Temple, with its eighty-one mystic knots.
They can neither apJ)reciate the Brotherhood of an
Order like ours, nor that electric chain of sympathy,
which, causing the fate of every man, and his conduct, to be influenced and controlled by the actions
and fortunes of others, makes of•a people, and even
of the whole human race, a single individual.
The Temple is, among other things, a symbol of
science. The man who is famUjarwith the mechanism
of the universe and its plitEnomena; with the laws
that govern the movements of the spheres, singularly
connected as they are with numbers ; with the laws
of’ generation, growth, and crystallization ; with the
world of vegetation, the organic revolutions of the
earth in past ages, and the marvellous wonders of
muinuto life disclosed by the mnicroscope, will have
9
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developed his Reason and parted with thc absurd
notions of chuldliood and ignorance. The natural and
philosophical sciences are the great, costly, hewn
stones of the Temple of Science. Your journeys by
the North, South, East, and West synibolize the
great circle of these Sciences, and the Fellow-Crafts’
Lodge should be a school of instruction for them.
?ythagoras inscribed on the door of his Temple
these words: “He to whom Geometry is unknown, is
not worthy to enter into this Sanctuary.” By Geometry,
we have already said, is meant the mathematics, or
the science of numbers. Mathematical demonstration attains its results with unerring certainty. Numbers1 to Pythagoras, were the first principles of
things; and the natural laws of the distances and
orbits of the spheres, apd the forces of gravity and
attraction are singularly connected with them. It
has not been deemed irreverent to characterize the
Deity as the Great Geometrician, as well as the
Grand .A.rcliitect of the Universe.
It is not difficult for one to obtain a sufficient general
knowledge of Zoology or the animal creation, of the
mechanism of the frame-work of animals, their habits
and wonderful adaptations; of Geography and Geology, Mineralogy and Botany, to attain to enlarged
ideas of the Power, Wisdoni, and Beneficence of the
Deity. His studies in these are symbolized by his
first journey; Geometry and the science of numbers
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by his seeoi~d ; Astronomy by his third ; in. the
fourth journey he prepares himself to persuade and
convince other men by the graces of Ilhietoric and the
demonstrations of Logic ; and in the last, be learns
the principles of the highest rolitical Science.
The true Fellow-Craft, is, therefore, the man of
science and virtue, learned, and an artist. TIme Coin—
pass, time Square aild Rule, the Lever aud the Sword,
nrc nil symbols of his cliarricteristics and quahiflcalions. If he applies theni to their I)ioper syinbolicid
use, 1)e cannot but, become a good man, and a useful
nod patriotic citizen.
Entering between the two great Columns, ~ymnbolical, as their muues show, of the Active, Divine, Generative ENEnOT or STJW.XGTIK, and the Pas~ire, Productive STABILITY and l’EIt~IA~E~CE of Nuture ;
symbolical, also, of the Divine WISDOM and U~u~nBTA~DIYO, of the Divine JESTICE and Mimicr, you
ascended tiwee sLeps, and then flue, and saw above
~oo seven.
Three, five, seven, and nine, are the peculiarly mnysterious numbers in Masonry.
Much of the mysterious knowledge of time Ancients
was concealed in the symbolism of ujuinbers. We
are not permitted, in this degree, to c~plaiim these at
any length. ‘fliney are nil philosophical and religious.
Philosophy is a domain into whieh you do not as
yet enter, and we shall say only so much as may
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serve to arouse your curiosity and incite you to
study.
*

*

*

*

*

*

The Masonry or the York Rite apl)lies the number
five particularly to the Orders of Architecture—the
Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite; and
the number seven to what were once styled the Liberal
Arts and Sciences—Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, AriL4m4ic, Geometry, .Az%sic, and Astronomy. Five is also
remarked upon as connected with the Senses. It has
selected the least striking illustrations or apl)lications
of these numbers; and the rudimental information it
gives on these subjects may be read in any of the
Monitors.
The first three steps or the Temple of Individual
Perfection ar.e FAITH, Hopi~, and Lov1~rG-KINnNEss;
the five aext, number of the aggregate of the Senses
aad of that or the Orders of Architecture, symbolize
the aggregate or the manly virtues and moral excellencies. The seven, number of what were once called
the Liberal Arts and Sciences, synibolize the aggregate of learning and intellectual acquisitions which
adorns and completes the character.
Ia the STATE, the three steps are LIBERTY, EQUALITY,
and FRATERNITY; the five, the great iustitutions of
the State, which are, the Executive Power, the Legislative Authority, the ~Tudicial interpretation, the
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~7&~~rch,
and the Army: the seven symbolize the Arts

and Sciences, fostered by, and adorning the State.
The fire Orders of Architecture may also be symbolic of the five principal divisions of the religioams—
Polytheism; the Pitiloso.plaic Paganism of Athens and
Alexntidrhi, of Socrates, Platn, and Ilypatia; ll~braism, ilahornnzedanism, and Christianity; and also of
the five different forms of Government—the Patriarchal, tIme Despotic, the Oligarchic, time Repuldican,
and the Limited .Monarchical: thus opening to the
Fellow-Craft a vast field of Study.
The BLAZING STAFU. is the symbol of Civilization
and Entightenment ; the letter G, of the Deity, of
Geometry and all the Arts and Sciences, of Government, and of Gnosis or Spiritual Knowledge.
Our old P.ituals say that the Blazing Star is the
emblem of that Genius which soars to the lortiest
heights ; and the symbol of that sacred fire with
which the Grand Architect of the Universe has endowed us, by the light of whose rays we must discern, lore, and practice Truth, Justice, and Equity.
“The Delta,” they said, ~hicli you behold all
blazing with light, oflers you two great Truths and
two sublime ideas. You behold (lie name of God, as
the source of all Knowledge and all Science. It is
symbolically explained by Geometry. This sublime
science has for its essential base the profound study
and infinite applications of triangles, under their
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veritable emblem. All these mysterious truths will
develop themselves to your eyes in succession, and
in proportion as you advance in our sublime art.”
Your toils as a Fellow-Craft are now to begin.
You have completed your work as an Apprentice.
Your obligation as a Fellow-Craft will not only bind
you to secrecy, but also to the performance of the
chief duties of Brotherhood. It will contain nothing
at variance with your duties to your God, your country or your family. Are you ready to assume it Y
Ij4.. I am.

XI.
TEE OBLIGATIOI~.
O.. •~ Brother Master of Ceremonies, bring the
Candidate to the .Ajtar, in due form, to take upon
himself his obligation as a Fellow-Craft Mason I

t 12.

*

*

*

*

•

*

*

Q.. Go now, my Brother, accompanied by the
Master of Ceremonies, and give the Brother Senior
Deacon the Signs, Words, and Tokens, to the end that
he may make you to be recognized as a Fellow-Craft.
This order is obeyed.

When b has received ibo sign.,

words, and wkens, be says:

b

Yenerable Master, the signs, words, and
tokens are right.
..
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]3rother Master of Ceremonies, re-conduct
this Brother to the place from which he came, and
there let him be re-invested with that whereof he
was divested, and return to the Lodge for further ins trucLion.
“usia.
When the Candidate

is

rc.clothed, be works his way into the

Lodge, salute. the ofilcers, and is then conducted to the East..
MUSIC CEASES.

Q.. Hereafter, my Brother, you are to labor upon
the pointed cubical stone, or the cube, with a pyramid
erected on one face; and you will receive your
wages at the Column BoAz. And this new work, soy
our old Rituals, should remind you that a FellowCraft, whose business it is to keep the building in
repair, ought to use every exertion, not only to conceal the faults of his Brethren, but, by his example
and counsel, to persuade them to reform. Always
we encounter the same trivial and commonplace expla nations.

Tue CUBE, with the Pyramid SUperl)OSitCd, is the
symbol of a Free State. Tbe Cube represents the
People. The four faces or the Pyramid are the Departments to which the People commits its Powers—
the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial, and the
Church. These uniLe in the single point of unity of
Will and Ac(iou.

I
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On this you are to work. It Is therefore necessary you should have working-tools. Those of a

Fellow-Craft are the SQUARE, the LEvEL, and the
PLUMB. The SQUARE, you already know, is the
Jewel of the Master; the PLUMB, ol’ the Senior
Warden; and the LEVEL, of the Junior Warden.
They symbolize the building squarely up, with great
stones laid truly and horizontally, the perpendicular

walls of the fabric of individual character, and that or
the State. They are also symbols of the three great
Powers of the State, on the healthy and independent
actioa of each of which, and the performance by each
of its appropriate functions, depends the continuance
of the State.
The SQUARE Is a symbol of C’ontrol, and (lierefore
of the Executiye Power, vested in a hereditary or
e•lective Chief Magistrate.

The PLUMB Is a symbol of Redilucte or Uprightnes; or luilexible Law and Regulation, and therefore
of the Legislative Power.
And the LEVEL is a symbol of Eguality in the sight
of the law, and of Impartiality; and therefore or the
Judicial Power.
They are POWER, WISDOM, JUSTICE.
The law is tIme same for the State as for tIme individual: calamity shall follow as the consequence of
wrong. “He that walketh righteously and speaketh
uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions;
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that sliaketh his hands from holding of bribes; that
stoppeth his ears against bloody advice, and shutteth
his eyes from seeing evil ; he shall dwell on high ; his
stronghold the itupreguable rocks; bread shall be
supplied him, and water not fail.”
In this degree you see one point of the Compass on
the Altar raised above the Square. You are now
half way between the things of Earth and those of
Heaven; between the moral and political, and the
philosophical and spiritual.

In the ancient English work of this degree, the
staircase consisted of eleven steps, in five Divisions,
the mysLic numbers, 3, 5, ‘7, and 11, following each
other. The number Five, it was said, reminded the
Candidate or “the five remarkable points in the everblessed career of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,”
and Eleven, “or the miraculous preservation of
Joseph, who preceded his eleven Brethren into
Egypt.” These are mere puerilities.
The numbers and stairway are Eabalistic. In that
system of Philosophy there ore, including fAiTH,
eleven Emanations front the Deity, or SEPH1IiOTII,
through which one ascends in thought to the ABSOLUTE, ~atneless, Unmanirested Deity. 3, 5, 7, and
11, added together, make 26.
The Hebrews attached a numerical value to every

letter. The great name of the Deity, which we render
“JEUoYAB,” was composed of four letters, or three,
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with one repeated—You, HE, YAV, HE; and the
numerical value of these letters, in the ~amc order,
was 10, 6, 6, 5, which, added together, make 20, and
6,10, 6, are expressed by the token of the Appren-

lice.
f13.

*

*

*

*

*

XII.
SA3~TOT~FIOATIO~T BY TEE CROSS.
The Cross is a symbol of devotedness and selfsacrifice. From the time of the Crusades it has be-

longed to Fellow-Craft Masons.

Pointing to the four

quarters of the Compass, consisting of two lines intersected at right angles by each other, so that,
though infinitely prolonged, no two of the extremities could ever meet, It was honored as a striking
symbol of the Universe by mnuny. nations of antiquity,
aod imitated by the Hindus and Celtic Druids in the

shape of their Temples. The Crux Ansata was a
Cross, with a serpent in a circle above It. The Tau
Cross Is a most ancient symbol. “And the Lord
said unto him,” says Ezekiel, “Go through the midst
of the City, through the midst of Jerusalem, and
mark the letter TAU upon the foreheads of those that
high and mourn for all the abominations that be done
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in the midst titer cof.” Tue TAU was the emblem of
LIFE and SAI.vATiox. it was set on those who were
acquitted by the Judges, as a symbol of innocence ;
mid the Military Comii~iiders placed it oim soldiers
who ese~ped unhurt from the field of battle, as a sign
of their being saved by the Divine Prot~cLion.
STAT CRUX, miun vot~vrrun Onems—Me cross stands,
trliile the world rcroh~cs—was the device given his
Order by MAV~TIN, the Eleventh General of the Camthusions. So let. Freemasonry always staitd, true to
her ancient l)riIIciples, the Champion and Tribune of
the People, the advocate of the miglmts of man, whatsoever revolutions there may be in the profane
world I
In your studies you will have constant occasion
to remark how extensive has beei the corruption of
words, how general the loss of the true meaning of
the symbols. A Rite whiclm transmuted Pythagoras—
in Frcmichi, Piagore—a native of C~rotona, into Pete,’
qowcr, an Englishman resident at Groton, in England,
owes it to accident if it has preserved anything accurately. Take, for example, the word SIIIBDoLETII. A
ilonian name of Jupiter was Lapis, a stone; or
deus, stony. In making barg8ins, the swearer held in
his band a flint stone, nud said: If, knowingly, I
deceive, so let Diespiter, &iving the City and the capitol,
J~api-

cast me away from all that is good, as I cast away t11 is
BlOne.”

Whereupon he threw the stone away. Hence
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the origin of the term, “SEDOLITIJ6N, I keep die
atone,” applied among our Ancient Brethren as a
testimony of retaining their original TOW unin fringed,
amid their first faith with the Brotlmerhood uneorrupted.
•l Brother Master of Ceremonies, let this new
Brother begin his work as a Fellow-Craft, going to
it by the march of this degree I

t 14.

*

*

*

*

*

*

The Orator, or the Brother occupying his place, pronounce.
the dlscourue.
Then 2g conducts the new Brother to a place between the
Column..

Q.. ‘ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, announce on your Columns that we are about to applaud, in token of the satisfaction of this Respectable
Lodge, at numbering our Brother, A...... B......,
among its Fellow-CraflE.
The Wardens announce this.
0.•

•7

Rise, and to order, my Brethren I

All rise. 0 gives the sign, battery, and acclamation of
Fellow-Craft, conjoinLly with all the Brethren.
The new Brother returns his thanks, or requests 21 to do It for
him.
The thank. are covered.
The Pouch of Propositions I. presented to afl the Brethren, by
21 or a Deacon, as 0 may direct.
The Almoner tske~ or sends round the box of fraternal assistance. The amount contributed is disposed of as In the Appren.
ilos’s Lodge.

XI”.
OLOSLi~TG.
Q.. ~ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, inquire of the Brethren, who compose your Columns,
whether they have anything to propose for the good
of the Order in general, or for that of this Respectable Lodge in particular.
The Warden. do so.
0:. J’ Brother Secretary, be pleased to read the
sketch of the labors of to-day. Be silent, and listen,
my Brethren I
~ reads his minutes.

0.. Ji Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, inquire of the Brethren if they have any observations
to make in respect to the minutes of the labors of the
day.
The Wardens do so, and the matter is disposed of as In the

Apprentice’s Lodge.

xrw.
]2~STBUOTIO1W.
Norz.—The Catechism is repeated before closing, when It is
thought proper and titers is time, or it may be done at another
meeting.

t

15.

*

*

*

*

*

xy.
TO EES1YME LABOR fl~ THE APPREIr=rTICE’S DEGREE.
If it is desred, for any purpose, instead of closing, to resume
labor in the Apprentice’s Degree, it wili be done as follows, In
lieu of the. whole closing ceremony:

0:. ~ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, be
pleased to inform the Brethren on your Columns,
that I am about to suspend the labors of this Lodge
in the Fellow-Craft’s degree, for the purpose of resuming labor in the degree of Entered Apprentice.
Each Warden, rapping once, makes the announcement, and
then each responds that it is announced.

~ 16.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Then the business of tbe Lodge is transacted, and, at the
proper moment, it is closed.
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MASTER MASOTh

MAiTRE.
I.
ESSENTIAL fl~’TRODUOTIO~T.
TBZ Preparation Room ii styled “The Ghamber of R~ftedion.”
It should have a sombre and gloomy appearance, being hung with
dark gray cloth, and lighted by a uinglo large candle of yellow
wax.
In the middle of this room is an alLar, eighteen inches square,
and three and a half feet high, covered with a black cloth. By

It stands

*1.

*

*

*

*

*

*

In the goblet red wine.
There Is one small table, covered with black cloth, and one
chair. On the table are the working-tools of the first two degrees, all broken.
On the altar Ia

*2

*

*

*

*

*

*

In diflerent places on the walls are tije following inscriptions,
painted or printed in large letters:
“Through the frowning gate. of death lies IA. way of eternal
ljfe.”
“Tim. ever diga tA. grave where toe mu.st la~i our sins or our
sorrowa.”
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ESSENTIAL L\’TIIODUCTIOK.

“11~ that toould die tcell and aappily must lead an upright
“Let us evcr keep our hovse in order, tlzot we may be At to die.”
“By a whe and virtucnta Ufr, ,nake the ~cstprepc*ration for a
peaceable death.”
‘

The Dead are with us always.”

“Blessed are the dead trho die in the cause of Truth.”
“All death is suew Life.”
“Birth, Life, Death / God the Creator, Preserver, Beatroyer I”
“It is the Dead that govern. The Living only obey.”
“ The world j.q flied icith the voices of the Dead.”
U The .Tu.st that i, dead condemneda the wicked that are
living.”

He that overcometh shall saot be hurt of the second death.”
“To 1dm that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of
Life.”
“The dust returns to the earth as it was; and the spirit to
God, who gave it.”
The Senior Deacon is to prepare the Candidate. He should
thoroughly understand his duty; and by appropriate remarks in
regard to the solemnity and importance of the degree, should
arouse expectation and excite the imagination. The grave
dignity of his manner will much tend to make the ceremonies
imposing.

THE MIDDLE CHAMBER
The Lodge-room is so cilled. It must be wholly hung with
black, both walls and ceiling, and Do light be admitted from
Ti Lb out.
Here and there on the wnlls are death’s-heads and cr’ss-bones,
In white; and silver tenrs, in groups of 3, 5, and 7.
The Lodge is lighted by nine lights, three in front of each
Dignitary, forming on equilateral Triangle.
On the Altar are the Hebrew Bible, the Compass and the
Square, both points of the Compass being above the Square. On
these are
*

3.

*

*

*

*

ornm~a.
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In the middle or the chamber is

*4

*

*

*

*

*

S

Round this is a mo~able railing, seven feet in height; and black
Curtain; hanging from this to the floor, surround and enclose
the .... forming a close apartment, ten or twelyc feet in length,
and six or eight in width.

55

*

*

*

*

*

*

TITLES.
In the Master’s Lodge the M.&smn is styled “WorshipfuL”
The WLflDE~S are styled “Host Venerable.”
The MASThIL ILasoxa, “Venerable.”
These tWes are indupensable.

cLoTmNG.
At a reception all the Masters should be dressed in black, with
a slouched black hat and weeper of crape, white gloves, apron,
and blue sash. In strictness, they onght to wear long black
dominoes, and a white plume. All wear swords, and sit covered.
The Worshipful Master should wear a long blue velvet mantle.

•

II.

OPENJ2~G.
0.~. •l’ My Brethren, I am about to open here a
Lodge or Master Masons ror the dispatch or business.
I will thank you to give tue your attention and assistance. The Officers and Brethren will clothe themselves, and the Dignitaries and Officers repair to
their respective stations and places.
~6.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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OPE1~TNO.

PRAYER

O Lord! Thou art excellent in truth, and there is
nothing great in comparison to Thee! Enlighten us,
we beseech Thee, in the true knowledge or Freemasonry! Let us not be numbered among those that
know not Thy Statutes nor the divine mysteries!
Grant us knowledge and understanding, that we may
obtain wisdom! Enable us to decipher and read the
Great Book or Thy Revelation, whose pages are
always open berore us, and therein to find Thy
Statutes and Commandments, and the Keys to Thy
Holy Mysteries I Bless our undertakings I enable us
to serve Thee aright I and let all our actions tend to
Thy glory and to our own advancement in excellence
and virtue I Help the distressed and struggling
nations to become free; and though nehber our eyes
nor those or our children shall behold it, make of the
whole Earth Thy Holy Temple! .A.men!
After the Prayer an opening Ode or Hymn may be sung.
Then 0 says:

Q.~. In the name of God and of Saint John or
Scotland, and under the auspices, etc. . . . and
by virtue of the authority in me vested, as Worshipful Master or this Lodge or Master Masons, I declare
it to be duly opened, and its labors in full force. No
Brother may speak aloud, etc.
*7

*

*

*

*

*

*
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PnEUMIYAI1IES OF DECEPTION.

I

‘rhe san’e formalities as in the Apprentice’s degree are used in
respect to the rending and manctioniug of the record, and the
inr.roduction of visitors.

III.
FRELIME~ARIES OF JRECEPTIO~T.
A Fellow-Craft car.not be raised to the third degree until he
has worked his time—that is, until ho has been a Fellow-Craft at
least three months and a baiC
This means that he has been present at seven meetings, ,rAicA
u ii.di~psnsable (these being supposed to be held once a fortnight).
Moreover, he must be twenty-five years or age, in the absence
of a dispensation as to age from an Inspector-General.
~~‘hen
thus duly qnalificd, he prefers his request to e, who, at
an opportune moment, will say:

e..

Worshiprul Master, the Brother A.
a Fellow-Craft of this Lodge, asks the

faror of being raised to the degree of Master Mason.

Q•~ Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, announce on your Columns that the Brother A
B...... is proposed to be raised to the degree of
.

..

----

Master Mason. Invite the Brethren to oiler their
remarks.
‘This is done. If the applicant is present, he asks permission
to withdraw. After the debate, if any, is concluded, or if there
be none, the Apprentices and Fellow-Crafts withdr~~w.
Then the Master’s Lodge is opened. The ~Yor~J:ipfulMaster
a~iis~ invites reniarks.

If any are

oflerud,

~ concludes, and,

finally, a ballot is Liken. If it is unanimous in favor of the
applicant, the plaudit is given, the day for reception will be
Ilxgd, and the Secretary will enter all on his minutes.

DECZPTION.
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there be a black ball, the matter is postponed, and cannot
be again brotigltt forwar~l until the expiration of the time fixed
by the statutes. ‘ihis must be at least three i;aonths.
Whe,, the taint ter is settled, and if the Ileception is not to take
place at o;a~e, the Master’. Lodge will be elo~ed, and the works reuwned in the Fullo~v-Craft’s degree, if these bad beeti s~i~pended.
In that ease, the Fellow-Crafts are called in. if the Lodge had
not been working in the Fulhow-CraWu degree, those of Apiwentice may be resumed, as they may, after restiming and theta
closing those of Fellow-Craft, and nil the Brethren ivihl re-enter.
All the Masters will be sunaniotted to atwuci the meeting when
a reception is to take place. The wrils of sunituotis will meittion that a Fellow-Craft is to be raised, and direct the Masters
to a,.pear in black.
At the proper hour the Lodge may be opened, in the first instance, in the 2~Iaster’s degree; or it may be opened in the first,
second, and ti ird, in succession. The others are included in the
Master’s Lodge, and opening it opens them.
If

Iv.
BECEPTIOTh
*8.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Tue Catadidate being in the Chamber of Reflection, ‘j takes
his sword and hat, atid sends them by 2~ to 0.
On the table of each Wardeti Is a think roll of pn4eboard,
eighteen Inches long, and nine in circumference.
The lights are now extinguislted. Only a single one will remain bunting; a candle of yellow wax, in a large lantern, on the
lilaster’s table; or an antique lamp, suspended in the middle of
the Lodge. Each Di~niLiry may, in preference, have £ dark
lantern, or a candle shaded by a box.
The Brethren will sit in two lines, lengthwise the hall, lca~lng
room between their benches and the wall for the Candidate to
pass around behind them. All will have their swords drawn.

U

I

ye

PflEPARATION OF THE OA~{DIDATE.
) will conduct the Candidate into the Chamber of Reflection,
and say to him:

1~ .~. My Brother, you are about to pass through a
solemn and impressive ceremonial. IL is fit that you
should pi-epare for it by serious and solemn reflection. One’s own thoughts are either the best or the
worst of companions. I shall leave you alone for a
time with yours. Un Lii I return, read and reflect
upon the sentences inscribed upon these sombre
walls. Do not deceive yourself! Masonry is real
and earnest. Its laws are stern and imperative ;
and the Master Mason must not shrink from duty,
even if it lead him to the grave.
lie then goes out, and leaves the Candidate alone. Every
mound should be excluded, except the andiblo ticking of an tinseen clock When ten minutes have elapsed, ‘a returns, and
says:

1~ .. It is well for man to remember that he is
mortal, and to consider what is meant by his mortality. The constituents or his body are the same as
those of the bodies of the other animals. Their
bones, and flesh, and muscles, their orgnns and
nerves, are composed of the self-same materials as

~flEF&JUT1O~f
OF
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ra~

CAk4DIDATE.

his. his blood and theirs are alike. Their hearts
beat by the same mechanism, and l)erforIll the same
functions, as his. The anatoinist discovers no radical
difference between the brain of the ape and that of the
wan. Our food becomes part of our body, whether
it be of the fruits of the earth or the flesh of beast,
bird, or fish ; and continually what we receive from
time animals returns to them, and that which is part
of our body to-day is part of that of the bird or beast
to-inorrow
Continually we eat and drink of the bodies of the
dead; and the particle of nuitter that once was part
-

of the body of Socrates or Plato, of Moses or of
Mahoniet, may to-day be part of yours or mine. The
head and the body are not TUE MAN; for these b~long to the universe of matter, continually come and

go, and, after death, enter into new combinations.
You seek to penetrate the inner or greater rnysteries of Freemasonry. Are you not already surrounded by mysteries enough ; by mysteries sufficiently incomprehensible? BIRTH, LIFE, DEATH !—
are not these mysteries appalling and tremendous
enough? Perhaps you think that Masonry may explain what Faith only enables you to beliei-e, without comprehending the enigma. Why should you
imugine this, since Science and Philosophy only add
to the number or those mysteries and insoluble
enigmas that oppress us with a blind terror, and too

•1

PILEPARATIOli OF TILE CiiWIDATZ.
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often sink the soul in the profound abyss of despairing skepticism?

I promise you nothing. Does any degree of progress really bring us nearer that Light, which is infinitely distant? The secret of Masonry is perhaps
only a more inexplicable mystery. Death is certain.
Beyond that all is clouds and darkness. The Stars
that set in the Ocean rise again; but none of us have
seen the dead return to life. Yet the Thoughts
and Influences of men survive their mortal bodies:
and that is an Immortality. So the Sun’s light continues when he is beneath the earth. Life is the
electric spark, the manifestation of a spirit itself unknown.
Our Lodge is now in mourning for the dead, oppressed with the weight of a great calamity. It may
refuse, during its period of mourning, to permit you
to be exalted, and to know the Greater Mysteries.
If you are bold enough to make the attempt, and incur the danger that may attend the intrusion, the
time is at hand; and ‘when you shall have been duly
and truly prepared, I will endeavor to procure you
admission.

#9

*

*

*

*

When + 1. thus prapared, 2~ will enter at a given signal, and
ta2ke him in charge, and ~ will return into tho Lodge.

yI.
RNThAIWE ASKED FOR
Then 2~ knocks at the door, with the battery of the FellowCraft.

£ partly opens tbe door, aud asks:

Who comes hero to disturb the Masters of
Freemasonry in council 7
~ IL is a Fellow-Craft, who, having diligently
done his work upon the Temple, now asks to be
allowed to pass from the Square to the Compass, and
to be raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason.
j

.•.

o..

says, in a loud voice, aud sternly:

Q. How dare a Fellow-Craft venture to disturb

the Masters in council? Does he not know that a
terrible crime has been committed, and that while
the guilty remain undiscovered, suspicion attaches to
all the Fel[ow-Crafts? Is this a time for selfishness
to seek advancement, and personal ambition to prefer
its imaginary claims, when the Craft mourns, aiid
lamentation is heard in all its Lodges? What iiisoleiice and effrontery I So one might act who was
an accomplice of the murderers. Arm yourselves,
my Brethren I Perhaps, by that fatal fascination
which often follows crime, one of the wretches has
returned to the place where the victim was sacrificed.
Or, perhaps, it is some spy or emissary of Tyranny,
a wolf in sheep’s clothing, a Jesuit, or an Inquisitor.

:1

Ek~’TR&?ICE ASKED FOB.
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inn, my Brethren I Danger is ever nearest when
we feel most secure. Is the intruder alone?
~..
Venerable Brother Junior Deacon, is the intruder alone?
~:. He is not. The Venerable Brother Master
of Ceremonies accompanies him.
$...
The intruder is not alone, Worshipful Master.
The Venerable Brother Master of Ceremonies accompanies him.
Q.~. Does he vouch for him, that he is a true and
loyal. Fellow-Craft?
$..
Venerable Brother Junior Deacon, inquire of
the Venerable Brother Master of Ceremonies, if lie
vouches for this person, that he is a true and loyal
Fellow-Craft.
j:. Venerable Brother Master of Ceremonies, do
you vouch for this person, that he is a true and loyal
Fellow-Craft?
2(.. I do not. I received him from the Venerable
Brother Senior Deacon.
~ .~. Most Venerable Brother Senior Warden, lie
does not. He received him from the Venerable
Brother Senior Deacon.
@:. Worshipful Master, the Venerable Brother
Master of Ceremonies does not v6uclm for him. He
received him from the Venerable Brother Senior
Deacon.
Q:. Venerable Brother Senior Deacon, do you
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ENThA~’CE ASKED FOIL

vouch for this person, that he is a true and loyal
Fellow-Craft?
I? .~. Worshipful Master, I do not. Finding him
in waiting in the Chamber or Reflection, I supposed
hi,i to be the Fellow-Craft whom the Lodge conseii(ed to raise to the degree of Master Mason.
O.•. l)o the doors or the Temple open, then, to re—
ceive all who wish to enter ? Venerable Brethren
Senior and •Junior Wardens, take with you four
arimied Brethren, scize, and carefully examine from
head to fooL this justly suspected person! Especially
look for the iuarks of blood on his hands and garin en ts I ‘rake from h un his apron, and bring it
hither. It may testify against him. See to it that
you do not overlook any mark oi’ trace that may
bear witness against him, that ho is either an accomlilice of the assassins, or a spy I
and four J3retimren Wearing mask,, and nil with drawn
swc.rds, go to the Chamber of flefli~ctiomm, take the Candidate’s
apron rougidy ott, nud examine him cardmilly. Then ‘=,leaving
Isini in ch:mrge of .5 and 21, amid murroun~hd by time four armed
JJrtlirum, rvt urns imao time l1odge (time door remaining hair open),
aud Imnnd5 time ujsromm to 0, aayiog:
‘j,

.5,

b .~. Worshipful Master, we have obeyed your
orders, and diligently examined the suspected persoti, but find upon hini no iiiark or trace or guilt, or
thud lie is a spy or emissary of Tyranny, or Jesuit,
or Inquisitor. Ills garments are bloodless, his hands
clean, and his apron, as yon see, without spot or stain.

E~(TBANCE ASKED

FOB.
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o..

Brother Junior Warden, be pleased to repair
to the Chamber of Reflection, and see if you recog-

nize this person as a true and loyal Fellow-Craft, and
no spy or impostor!
O goes to the Chamber of Reflection, and examines i~ in the
~rst section of the Fellow-Craft’s instruction. Then he returns
into the Lodge, and, at his station, says:

Q.. Worshipful Master, I have carefully examined
the Brother now in the Chamber of Reflection, and
find him to be a Fellow-Craft Mason, duly passed
and received.
~.•.
Most Venerable Brother Senior Warden, be
pleased to repair to the Chamber of Reflection, and
see if this Fellow-Craft is worthy and well qualified,
understanding the perfect points of his entrance.
• goes to the Chamber of Reflection, and examines s~ in the
second section of the Fellow-Craft’s Instruction. Then be returns to the Lodge, and at his station, Bays:

G;. Worshipful Master, I have carefully examined
the Brother now in the Chamber of Reflection, and
find him worthy and well qualified, understanding
the perfect points of his entrance.
O.. Most Venerable Brother Senior Warden, is
this person known to you as a Fellow-Craft, or to the
Most Venerable Brother Junior Warden?

Worshipful Master, we have often seen him
toiling faithfully and zealously among the FellowCrafts.
@..

ENTIlANCE ASKED FOR.
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Is ho the same whom we were willing, before
this sorrow came upon us, to raise to the sublime degree of Master Mason?
~..
Most Venerablc Brother Junior Warden, is
this Brother the same whom we were willing, etc.?
Q.. He is.
~•••
WorslIil)ful Master, lie is.
Q.•. Then our suspicions were ill-founded, for
which the Great Architect of the Universe be
thanked I But ~veknow not the authors or the crime
~:.

which has clothed the Lodge in mourning, nor but
that it may have been perpetrated by emissaries of

the enemies of the liunian race among the FellowCrafts. Tyranny never wants for tools and instruments. Therefore it behooves us to take all possible
precautions that no such servants of Azazel obtain
admission among the Masters. If this Fellow-Craft
is innocent and loyal, he knows the sad occasion of
our sorrow. Brother Senior Deacon, examine this
Fellow-Craft further I
‘~

goes to the door, and stands on the inside.

Q.. What is it he now desires of the Lodge?
1~ .~. What is it you now desire of the Lodge?
~ To be permitted to pass from the Square to
the Compass.
O.. Does lie deem himself worthy and well quailfled 7

EZIT1W~CB ASKED 105.
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1~
Do you deem yourself worthy and well
qualified?
I do not.
o.. How, then, does he expect to obtain what ho
asks?
ii:. How, then, do you expect to obtain what you
ask?
~fv’.is ire obtain mercies from our Father in
Heaven, notwithstanding our unworthiness.
0.. Why does he seek advancement when all the
Craft is in distress?
I~
Why do you seek advancement when all the
Crart is in distress?
p~.. To be the better able to serve the Order,
avenge innocence, and punish crime.
0.. By what further claim does he expect to obtain the great favor he asks?
1~
By what further claim do you expect to obtain the great favor you ask?
Dy the benefit of the Password of a llaster
Mason.
0.. Most Venerable Brother Senior Warden, my
suspicions are renewed. How can this person, being
but a Fellow-Craft, be in possession of the Password
of a Master Mason?
Most Venerable Brother Junior Warden, our
suspicions are renewed. flow can, etc.
Q•~~ Venerable Brother Senior Deacon, our suspicions, etc.
..

~

..

..

~..

~.

E~T2IA~CE ASKED FOP..
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17:. How will you give the Password of a Master
)Iason? Who made it known to you?
2.~.. Venerable Brother Junior Deacon, he has it
not. I have promised to give it for bun, being his
guide.
17
Most Venerable Brother Junior Wardemi, the
Fellow-Craft has not the Password. Time Venerable
Brother blaster of Ceremonies, being his guide, has
promised to give it for him.
Most Venerable Brother Senior Warden, etc.
Worshipful Master, the Fellow-Craft, etc.
Q.. Ileceive the Password, MostVeiierablc Brother
Senior Warden!
..

~..

~.•.

• goes and receives it, returns to his I)11C0, and soys:

e.. Worshipful Master, the Password is right.

O.. Most Venerable Brethren Senior and Junior
Wardens, is it your opinion that we may safely
admit this Fellow-Craft?

o goes to
o

the West, and be and ~ seem to consulL Then
returns to his station, and e says:

e:. Worshipful

Master, since the consequences
of over-confidence may be so fatal, we demand hat
this Candidate shall be submitted to the extraordinary tests.
O.. Proceed, then, very dear Brethren, to do your
duty!

e and 0, drawing their swords, repair to the Chamber of
Reflection; and e says to the Candidate:

r~-TnAscE AS~ FOL
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G.•. Fellow-Craft, you are most rash and indiscreet to present yourself here at a time when you
amid all your fellows justly labor under suspicion.
We are not satisfied with your professions; for guilt
or criminal intentions may wear the mask of innocence, and the Traitor’s heart is too often coupled
with thc Pa’.riot’s tongue.
*10.
*
*
*
*
*
*
G:. The signs of sorrow and consternation which
you witness, and the broken working-tools before
you, all testify to time grief and confusion anion; the
laborers upon time Temple. When Death, in tIme
natural course of events, takes from us those who are
dear to us, our tears flow freely, and we reruse to he
comforted ; but when it is inflicted by violence, the
blow, more sudden and unexpected, is terrible, and
wrings the soul with agony and horror. We no
longer suspect you of being an accomplice ; but we
must be equally assured of the innocence of your intentions and time purity of your motives. For that
ire require your solemn oath. Most Venerable
Junior warden, place this Fellow-Craft in (lue position to take that oath I
*11.
*
*
*
*
*
*
The Candidate is now told to rise, and the Wardens return to
their stations in the Lodge. Then 9 says:

e.. •~ Worshipful

Master, tIme Candidate has been
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‘submitted to time extraordinary tests, and we consent
phat lie may enter.
0.•. j~ Venerable Brethren, if you also consent,
give mue the sign I
All raise tho right. baud.

O.. Let the Candidate enter, and be seated in
front of the East I
He enters, aud is seated facing 0, who says:

VII.
E~TTRAL~ CE.

o.~. You have come

here, my Brother, seeking to
be initiated into time Greater Mysteries. Still you
are in searcim of Light.
You have already heard somewhat as to the nature
and purpose of those ancient ceremonies of which
Freemasonry is the successor. Heretofore, like the
Ancient Neophytes, you have been occupied with
the study of moral an~ political truth alone. Now
you are to ascend also into the region of Philosophy,
the region of that imigher and more sublime light
which each one values in proportion to his intellect
and capacity.
The true object of Initiation was to be sanctified,
and to SEE; that~ is, to have just and faithful con-

I
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ceptions of the Deity, the knowledge of whom was
the LiGHT of the mysteries. It was promised the
Initiate at Samothrace, that he should become pure
and just. Clemens says that by Baptism souls are
illuminated, and led to the pure LIGHT, with which
mingles no darkness nor anything material. The
Initiate, become an Epoylis, was called a SEER.
“HiiL, KEW-BORK LIGUT I” the Initiates cried, in
the mysteries or DioKusos.
Once more we remind you, that the first learning
in the world consisted chiefly of symbols; and that
even Modern Philosophy uses them far more than it
does definitions. The wisdom or the Hindus, Chaldeans, Persians, Egyptians, Hebrews, of Moses,
Zarathustra, Pythagoras, Pherecydes, Socrates, Plato,
of all the ancients, that has come down to us, is symbolic. It was the mode, says Samanus, on Plato’s
Symposium, of the ancient Philosophers to represent
Truth by symbols and occult images.
“All that can be said concerning the Gods,” says
SmABO, ‘ must be by the exposition of old opinions
and fables; it being the custom of the ancients to
wrap up in enigma and allegory their thoughts and
discourses concerning nature ; which are therefore
not easily explained.”
Masonry still follows the ancient method of teaching. Her symbols are her instruction. The Lectures
are but hints and helps toward the interpretation of
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her symbols. Each Initiate must study, interpret,
and develop the symbols for himself.
For in all nges the proFoundest truths have been
wisely covered From the common People as with a
veil. By these, everywhere, ‘what was originally
revered as the symbol of a higher Principle, became
gradually confounded or identified with the object
itself, and was worshipped ; until this proneness to
error led to the most degraded forms of idolatry.
And where, at the present day, they no longer worship idols and images wade with the hands, they
form and fashion ideas, images, and idols in their
minds, which are not the Deity, nor like the Deity~
and worship tkcrn. The common notions of our own
day are as absurd as those of Paganism; and in the
vulgar mind the same efficacy is attributed to rites
and ceremonies as at any time in the ancient world.
Still it continues literally true that most men worship
BanI, and not God.
The mysteries were carried into every country, in
order that, without disturbing the absurd popular belief, Truth, the Arts, and the Sciences, might be known
io those who were capable of underst.nnding them, and
to maintain the true or Sacred Doctrine incorrupt;
which the people, prone to superstition and idolatry,
have in no age been able to do; nor, as many strange
aberrations and superstitions of the present cloy prove,
any more now than heretorore. The doctrines that

I
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assign to the Creator the passioIl5, and so lower lliiie
to lice level of Ihinmnity, prove that now, as always,
tlic old Trnths must be conieeiit ted to a few, or they
will be overlaid with fiction and error, and irretrievably lost. The people must leave a God ticar to
them; a Personal Deify, after their own image, sitting above the clouds, and with whom they c~n be
fkuniliar; one who will save thiemmi, and damn their
enemies and the heterodox ; one with the emotions,
passions, and sympathies of Humnami Nature : amid to
teach them to believe in the absolute, supreme, 1111—
embodied Wisdom, is to present themmi, virtually, with
Atlmei~nm. Kow, as ever, they worship the synibol
auth time image.
~ Brother 1~rnsfer of Ceremonies, take this Candidafe, and let him, duly guarded, make his first
three symbolic journeys.

VIII.
THE CIRCUITS.
12.

*

*

*

*

*

*

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth, while the evil days come not, nor tIme years
dr;~w nigh when thou shalt. ssy, 1 have no ple~ure in
then ; while the Sun, or the Light, or tIme Moon, or
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the Stars, bc not darkened, nor the clouds return
after the raii ; iu the day when the keepers of the
House shall tremble, and the strong iien shall bow
tlmemselves, and the grinders cease because they are
few, and those that look out of the windows be dark.
ened ; and the doors shall be shut in the streets
when the sound of the grinding is low ; amid he shall
rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters
of music shall be brought low. Also, when they
shall be afraid of that which, is high, amid fears shall
be in the way; and the ahnomid-tree shall flourish, and
the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall
fail ; because man goethi to his long home, and the
mourners go about the streets : or ever the silver
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken at the
fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then
shall the dust return to the earth as it was ; and the
spirit shah return unto God who gave it.”
When the tlir~e circuits are cowpkLcd, the Candidate is halted.
in front of the East, and the
MUSh C
a slow and solemn air.

When the

MUSIC CEASES,

the Deacons and armed Brethren retire to their seats, and. 2i

2(.. Worshipful Master, the Candidate has wade
his first three symbolic journeys.

I
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Q.•. Let him be seated.
A seat is given him, and 2( retires to his own seat.

Q.•. You’ have now made the first three of the
seven symbolic Circuits or journeys. To call them
symbolic is to announce that they have a mystic
meaning. You must discover this for yourself.
Three Planets were deemed by the ancients to be
above, and three below the Sun; and the natural
order of all, proceeding upward from the earth, was
deemed to be, The Moon, Mercury, Venus, The Sun,
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn. To these, in the ~zne order,
were assigned the Seven Archangels, JSAPHJEL,
RAPHAEL, H~QIALIEL, ZARAKIEL, AURIEL, GAI3RIEL,

and MICHAEL. All these are combinations of one
Hebrew word, AL, the name of the Deity originally
worshipped by the Hebrews.
*

*

LITURGY C.

4

In your first three Circuits, your soul has passed
symbolically, in its ascent toward its home, through
the spheres of &zturn, Venus, and Jupiter, called by
the Hebrews Sabaiai, NogaA, and TdaJJc; symbolized
by the metals, Lead~ C’o~per, and Tin; and their
colors, Black, Blue, and &zrlet.
At the sphere of SATUIUJ, the Ancients said, the
Soul, ascending, parted with its FalseAood and Veceit.
Are you now free from those most eouiznon vices of
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which infect alike the conduct of the In—
dividual and the policy ot’ the State?
Look ziround you, ~nd see how fe~v iieii are
li:ibillIah’Y and perfectly (rank, sincere, true, iiid
luyal I interrogate yourself, and anitnit that you
have too often, under teiuplotion1 and to attain a
~ui~etgdobject, been raise aiid deceitful
What is more coliunoll amolig n~eii than the pre—
tence of friendship, coupled with the reality of
mntitity or ill will ? What more connuon than pro—
rvssion~ behi~d b) practice? How constaittly are
th~ ~lasonic preteiices and professiou~ of Brotherhood were eiiipty, idle words I
*

~~~oii laid

*

*

*

your hand, not long

*

since, on

*

the bosom

of what seemed to be a corpse, the victim of violence
or revenge. Even if you supposed ii. to be actually
wh:it it st~emcd, you could sarely swear, and we
it, that you were not the nccoiiiphice or accessory to
the supposed crime. Perhaps you thought the seelie
absurd. But, like everythitig in ~lasonry, it was
syinhiuhi~, und youl• prot~5IaLiE)II was a pledge. That
body repr~semited a Slate once free, and whose freedoiti w:i~ its hiI~ ; now DID longer living, but deud, an~l
ready for its ijurial. Interrogate your own conscience,
if you arc a citizen or a free State. and ask yourself
if you have done iiohhiiiig to destroy the St~Lte ; ii you
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have done anything to avert the doom that seems to
have been pronounced by Omnipotence against all
Republics, as the enactment of a general law of decay
and dissolution ? If you have ever aided Fal5ehood
to prevail over Truth, Iiicapacity to iflhl)OSC ON the
Peophe’s ignorance, Pretence and Plausibility to win
office, Inexperience to hold the reins of State, Dishonesty to distribute P;itronoge, a corrupt Press to
deceive the People, the Insolence of Civil or 3IihiInry Power to accustom them to usurpation, the
Constitution to be smitten with asphyxia, the Civil
Courts to be set at nought, if you have permitted the
despotism of party or of private interest to control
your vote and cause you to aid in e~clu ding capacity,
intellect, and honesty from office, you will not be
held guiltless when calamity and ruin overtake the
State.
Remember that the Mason is, above all things, a
true man and a loyal citizen. Falsehood and deceit,
in man or nation, are ignoble and dishonorable. Let
them become common as they will, until a profitable
lie has its market-price, and falsehoods swarm in the
putrid carcass of the body politic; until fraudulent
bankruptcies no lon~er
diminish respectability, and
0•
no trust is too sacred to be violated, no oauii too
solemn to be broken, no pledge of public or privato

honor strong enough to bind the soul ; until the State
or Nation contemptuously disregards her pledges,
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violates the obligation or her contracts, does more
than that for which she incarcerates her citizens for
swindlers; still, if you believe you have a living
soul, and ir you hope for its reascension to its home
beyond the Stars, you must purify it of falsehood,
fraud, and deceit.
At the sphere of VEKUS, said the ancients, the
Soul, ascending towards its home, shakes off its sensual appetites and passions. If it be not impossible
to part with these in this life, it is at. leost impossible
to do so, except by accepting that unnatural and
artificial stagnation, that apathy and immobility, thnt
emasculation of the Soul, which are the Death of all
that is manly and heroic.
The appetites, and passions are thc gifts of God, for
good and wise purposes. .AJlowed to predominate
and control, they become our Tyrants, and are
frightful vices and leprous diseases of the Soul. Lust,
and gluttony, and drunkenness, brutalize the Soul
equally with the body, and make greatness and goodness impossible. They turn Wisdom into Folly, and
Intellect into Idiocy. They debauch, corrupt, and
infect the whole man. But when the just equilibrium
Is preserved between the appetites and passions, the
moral sense and the Reason, the first are spurs and
incentives to exertion, the springs of vigorous manliness, the sources or Love, Effort, and Heroism.
Vice and Luxury have, In all ages, sapped the
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foundations of States. Manliness and Virtue, the
Family Affections, Temperance, Frugality, and Economy, are the only sure preservatives of Republics.
Debauchery and vice are a syphilitic poison in the
arteries of a Commonwealth.
Extravagance and
luxury lead to dishonesty and peculation, aud to the
prostitution of place and office; to lavish expenditures, oppressive debts, ruinous taxation, and the
ultimate subjugation of Labor by Capital. Public
corruption is the mother of private dishonesty. Repudiation, resorted to for relief, sanctions and encourages private rascality, and the State becomes a
great lazar-house of pestilence, rotten, like that poor
debauchee, Louis XV., before its final dissolution.
Nothing can be so disgusting and offensive as a diseased and leprous soul, of man or State, dying by
inches in a diseased and rotten body.
If you would truly become a Master Mason, purify
your own soul, and resolve to do your utmost to
purify the State of profligacy and debauchery. Keep
your appetites and passions ever under due control.
Be not their slave, but their master. Discourage
vice, luxury, and extravagance among the people and
in the State; and remember that a nation also has a
soul that may be brutalizcd; and if the baser animals
have their types among men, so also they have
among States. Remember that public debt and the
luxury of the rich breed pauperism among the
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people, aud diseases that at last culminate in Revolution; and that, invariably, the anarchy of the Revolution of the poor against the rich leads to the
tyranny of the Despot and the atrocities of absolute
Power.
At the sphere of JUPITER, the ascending Soul
parted, it was said, with its avaricc. It is a vice
which Civilization, Commerce, and Freedom largely
develop. Wealth always tends, in prosperous States,
to become the Supreme good, the highest merit, the
aggregate of all the virtues; and Poverty to be less
a misfortune than a misdemeanor. Inordinately
mined, and giving power and consequence, Money
becomes a God.
0

9

*

*

*

*

Avarice has, in all ages, been deemed an ignoble
ilce. Like the process of petrifaction, it turns the
heart to stone. When it has become the tyrant, all
the kindly sympathies that bind man to man die out.
When the disease infects a whole people, they seem insane. Health, comfort, homiic affections, the improvement of the intellect, rest and recreation, patriotism
and charity, all alike cease to be cared for. Charity
Is a plant that withers in the shade of Avarice, as It

does in that of Luxury.
There may be an avaricc even of knowledge. All
wisdom which extends no further than ourself is un-
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.A. life sacrificed to subtle speculations,

like one sacrificed to the accumulation of wealth, is a
life wasted. The more gifts one bus received, the
better use Providence commands him to make of

them. He who has only knowledge to dispense,
should dispense that liberally. fle may so excite to
doing good in other ways, even those who may have
no other motive for deeds of benevolence than that
of serving their own interests. Time may teach them
the knowledge of higher things.
Free of avarice himself, the Mason should endeavor
to shame into deeds of benevolence those who are hot
so. It matters little to the poor who are succored,
‘whether it is mere ostentation or genuine Charity
that relieves them. He should spread the example
of his benevolence beyond the circle of those only
who are wise and good, and every day widen the
sphere of his usefulness among his fellow-creatures,
convinced that the life he will then lead will be the
most acceptable of all lives to the Supreme Being.
*

*

*

*

*

*

The Hebrew name of Jupiter is Ts4u,oc, the JUST.

Let the Mason whose soul has passed symbolically
through that planetary sphere, strive, by honest ex•
ertion and honorable means, to secure a competency

for himself and for his children, since that is laudable,
and just, and wise ; but let him not become diseased
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with the lcpro~y of avarice, iior seek to amass wealth
by those speculations which enrich one by the robbery or many, or by the loss and calamity oV the
State. Let him aid his Country to nttnin greatness
aid secure prosperity by the ways of justice, and
honor, and noble and heroic enterprise, and not by
the acquisition of territory wrested or stoicti from the
wcnk, or by a commercial supremacy obtained by a
selfish policy, and retained by disregarding all the
Divine obligations of sylflj)athy, justice, and generosity.
J’ Brother Master of Ceremonies, let this Candidate
DOW under your charge and that of our Venerable
Deacons, make his last four symbolic journeys.
Conducted and accompanied In nil respects as before, the
Candidate passes four times around the Lodge. in the sante direction as before. At the end of the fourth circuit he is n~iamn

bahed in front of the East, and those who conducted him return
to their places when his nrrii’aI has been announced.
While he makes these circuits, there Is soft and solemn

MUSIc.
When he halts, the
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‘4... Worsl.iiprul Master, the Candidate has made
his last four journeys.
Q.•. Let him be seated.
My Brother, according to PLATO, the Soul canDot re-enter into Heaven until the revolutions of
the universe shall have restored it to its primitive

THU OUICU1TS.

277

condition, and purified it from the effects of its conmection with the four elements.
II you would understand the ancient mind, and be
enabled to interpret the allegories and explore the
symbols in which the old Sages endeavored to delineate the ideas that struggled within them for utterance, and could be only inadequately expressed by
language, you must study the connection between the
aecret science and mysterious emblems of Initiation,
and tbe Heavens, the spheres, and the constellations.
Conducted and accompanied by seven Brethren,
each bearing a sword, the symbol of Spiritual Truth,
and a Ligkt, and these seven representing the seven
irchangelic Intelligences of the Planets, you have
now ~yinbolicallypnssed through the spheres of .Afercury, Mars, the Moon, and the Sun, symbolized by
the metals Quicksilver, Iron, Silver, and Gold; and to
which are assigned the colors, Green, Flame-colored or
Orange, 1TV&ite, and Purple or Violet.
At the sphere of MEIlCUJIT,. the Soul was Bald to
part with all inclination to Injustice and Hypocrisy.
Nothing is so difficult as for a man to be entirely
jusL If he be so in his conduct, no man is always
so in his opinions, and his judgment or the conduct of
others. To nothing are we so prone as to uncharitable judgment ; and yet there is nothing of which we
so much complain, and with so much reason, against
men and public opinion, in our own case. We know
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that even whr.n there is the most apparent reason for
such judgments, there are extenuating circumstances
uiiknown to the world, good motives at bottom, stre5s
of tcwptation, wcakiwss atid error, iiiore than intentional wrong, which, if the world kicw, it ought,

in justice, to modify, if iot to reverse, its stern aicl
pitiless judgment. How rarely do we presume that
others, whom we condemn, huve like excuses or jusLification I The only just judgment is that which is

charitable and merciful.

Even the Infinite and Per-

fect Justice is in equilibrium with the Infinite and
Perrect Mercy; the Infinite WIsDoM, above both,

holding the beam of the balance.
We need no other definition of Justice than that
of’ the Great Teacher, who gave his name to a religion
that now too commonly repudiates his precepts:
“AU timings whatsoever ye would Mat men s/iould do to
you, do ye even
PropAet*.”
*

*

80 to diem: for

*

this is the Law and the
*

*

*

Avoid, therefore, for the future, as one purified
and sanctified, all injustice, extortion, and hypocrisy;

and, as a Citizen of the State, help to cast out of
oflice and power all who advocate and countenance
Injustice, all who flatter the people, and mislead them
to betray them; all who clothe schemes of unjust
national aggrandizement in the livery of the Apos-
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tolate of Freedom, and to the shame of national robbery add the utter baseness of a sanctified hypocrisy.
At the sphere of M.&Rs, the Soul, ascending, was
said to part with the Tices of Revenge, Anger, Ingratitude, Impatience, and Querulousness, resuming
in their stead its original virtues of Mercy, Forgiveness, Forbearance, Gratitude, Patience, and Equanimity.

“Love your enemies!” said the Great Teacher;
“bless them that curse you I. Do good to them that
hate you I Pray for them which despitefully use you

and persecute you I” Do this, he said, “that ye
may be the Children of your Father which is in
Heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the Evil

and on the Good; and sendeth rain on the Just and
on the Unjust.”
*

*

*

*

*

*

Ingratitude is hateful, and yet a too commou vice.
Even the dog and the horse are grateful for kindness. Man, and the wolf and wild-cat, are ungrateful alike. We need not enlarge upon a fault which
is detestable even in an animal.
A qu~rulous impatience argues an entire absence
of heroism. To complain of and repine at the dispensations of Providence is worse than a folly.
Patience and Equanimity are the inseparable attributes of a. truly great souL “The Commandment is a
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lanip,” says the Wise King, “and the Law is Light;
and reproofs of instruction the way of life.” All must
bear the Cross; the wisest bear it most patiently.
After all, the sadnesses of Life help to sweeten the
bitter cup or Death. “JThppy is the man,” said ELIPHAZ, the fricud of Jon, “whom God correctctk; therefore despise noC thou (lie chastening of (lie Abniglaty.”

Omnipotent Wisdom created the human Race. To
exist at all, a being of spirit and body united, man
could not but be made subject to pain aiid sickness,
to evils, and deprivations, aiid culamilics. After
all, is IL not always better to have suffered than tiot
to have lived at all? SufTer as we may, lose as we
may, we still cling to life, findiiig in it something to
outweigh our sufferings and sorrows.
At the sj)here of the MooN, called in the Hebrew,
LADAliAII, whiteness, the Soul, ascendiiig, was said to
lay aside its prejudices and preconceptions. These
are inseparable from us in this life. No imian is with—
out thcmn : there are too fcw who are not slaves to
them. in all ages they have led to bigotry and peesecution ; and men are generally most bigoted iii
proportion to the want or real foundations for their
faith. One is not satisfied to believe that he is iii
possession or the truth, unless be can persvade or
compel others to follow and adopt his faith. Disputes
about creeds are generally disputes about what
neither party understands ; and the less one compre-

231

THE CIJiCUITS.

bends his creed, as where it is in regard to natures
infinitely above his comprehension, the more he will
be oracular and dogmatical, the more bitter hater of
heresy, the more zealous persecutor. To force inc to
believe what you believe, particularly when you behove it because it is impossible, is an impossible undertaking.
*

*

*

*

*

We receive our religious and political faiths, as

we receive our t.aste for particular Wand; by educsm.
ion and habit. If, therefore, we cannot rid ourselves of our prejudices, we may, at least, agree that
others shall hospitably entertain theirs. Iii them
every man has an estate in fee. Why quarrel with
the Esquimaux because lie prefers traiu-oil to the
most elaborat~ dishes or our cuisine? Why seek, by

persecution, to compel the Red Indian to appreciate
the music of flelhini and the metaphysics or Cousin?
Let us hope to be, by-and-by, freed of our own prejudices and preconceptions; and let us, in the meantime, admit that there is no error so grave as intolerance, and no crime so great as persecution. Let
us be neither Jesuits nor Inquisitors, but admit that
the greatest of wrongs anh] rollies is to attempt to

propagate truth by the sword.
At the sphere of the SuK, called in the Hebrew
SIIEMESII, the Soul, ascending, was said to part with
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its aspirations for greatuess and Empire. Man naturally covets influence, power, control, and dominion
over man, and is not coutemit with controlling the
hdy, unless he can also control the Soul. Hence
the love of unlawful and unreasonable power, and
Tyranny and Usurpation. Nations covet Empire
and Dominion. Propagandists equally of Freedom
and Despotism, they are not only bigoted and perse-

cuting, like individuals, but their lust for power and
pre-eminenee is insatiate.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Let every Mason be content to be Monarch over
himself I Let him seek to control no man against his
will, to coerce no man to believe as he believes.
Even in a republic, let bun tolerate Monarchical
opinions. Let him, to convert men from error, use
only the weapons of argument and reason I Let him,
as a citizen, hold that greatness and empire are not
essential to the prosperity of Slates; that small
States, free, are better and happier than large ones
enslaved; and that consolidation by conquest is like
uniformity of faith procured by persecution. The
Man and the Nation that would rise into the highest
sphere of excellence, must be free from ambition and
the insane desire to rule, since from these flow all
manner of injustices, oppressions, and tyrannies, ending at last in calamimi ties unuttcrable ; in Rome, under

I
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Vitellius and Domitian, Spain under the Bourbons,
the Ottoman Empire existing by sufferance, a church
with the will, but without the power to persecute,
the Throne above the volcano, a Republic cemented
by blood, and weak in all its apparent grandeur, by
the terrible hostility or hate.
it the sphere or the Sun, you are in the region of
Ligrr.
The God or the Hebrews was not only JEHOVAH,

but the Lord or the Celestial Armies, the ELOHn,
ADONA!, AL SIKADA!, ALOe, ALIUK, AL, the MALL;
YE!IOTJLH-ELOHIM, ADO~rAI-TBADAOTE. “Out of Zion,
the Perfection of Beauty, He a5laone.” “He sits In
the Heaven.: He is in His holy Temple: His Throne
Is In the Heavens: He ligAte the Lamp or the Faithful, and enligktArn~a their darkness.” “He is,” says
DAvID, “my Light and my Salvation.” He Is a Sun
mud a shield. He is to be an Everlasting Light and a
Olory; a light to those sitting in darkness: He sends
out His Li9ht and His Truth to lead His servants.

“Thou that d~vellest between the Cherubim.” they
cried to Him, “akin. fort/i I Cause Thy face to
akin.! mud we shall be saved!” He covers HimseIr with light as with a garment, and mukes his
Angels Spirits, and his Ministers a flaming fire.
God Is the Lord which hiath showed us light. His
Word Is a lamp to the feet and a light to the path of
the Faithful.”
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You have been in search of that Light.

If you still

desire to advance toward it, you must now assume a
solemn and binding obligation, from which no ei~rthly
power can ever free you. It will in no wise conflict
with any duties you owe yourself, your flimily, your
friends, your country, the Human Family, or your
God; but it will bind you to Secresy and Fidelity,
and to the pcrformance of tlc great duties of ]3rotherhood. Are you willing to take upon yourself tli~it
obligation?

I am.

~.•.

0.. •~‘ Venerable Brother Master of Ceremonies,
conduct this Candidate to the MostYenerable Brother
Senior Warden in the West, and let him cause him
to advance to the altar of obligation, upon the first
degree of the right angle of an oblong square, forming a square on the second degree by two steps, and
on the third by a single one : and let him theti place
hi,ui at the altar in proper position to take upon himself, iii due form, the solemn obhi~ition of a Master
Mason.
The Mnster or Ceremonks takes tho Candidate by the band,

loads him to the ‘Vest, nnd says:

2$:. Most Vcncrable Brother Scnior Warden, it is
the will and pleasure of tbe Worshipful Master, tbat
you cause this Candidate to advance, etc.
*

*

*

*

THE OBLIGATIO~T.
*13

*

*

*

*

*

Q..
Your obligation made you an Entered Apprentice Mason, and a Fellow-Craft; but
though now again obligated, you are not yet a Master
Mason, and may never become so. You are still in
search of Light. “The King of Kings and Lord of
Lords,” PAul.. says to TIMOTUEUS, “who alone has
eternal ea~istence, dwelleth in the Light into which no
mortal can come.” “In the WoRD,” says Saint JoHN,
“was LIFE; and that LIFE was the LIGHT of men:
the True Light, which lighteth every man that cometh
into the world. He that doeth what is Right and
True cometh to the Light, that his actions may be
manifestly seen to accord with the Divine Will.”
He who anciently received the Greater Mysteries
was said to become a King and a Priest among men;
an Intellectual Ruler, an Interpreter of the Divine.
His duty was to dispense Light among the ignorant
and uninformed. The Master Mason also is a Ruler
among Masons, the Instructer and Guider of the
Apprentices and Fellow-Crafts. These are, as it
were, his constituents. Remember that the God of
Israel said to David, “He that ruleth over men must
.

.

.

280

TflE LEGEND AND DEAJL&.

be just, ruling in the fcar of God, and as the light of
the morning when the sun rises, of a morning without
clouds; as the light shining clear in the drops upon
the tender grass after a rain.”
Duty and danger go always, in this world, huiid in
hand ; and the Master Mason, Apostle of Light and
Liberty, must ever say, and on this saying ever act:
The mean consideration of my own safety shall
never be put in the balance against my duty. I will
own 110 superior but the laws; nor bend the knee to
any one but him who made me.” Death is not, by
far, the greatest evil that can befall a man. To betray a trust, or violate an obligation, is a greater
misfortune than to die. In defence of his own rights
of free action, speech, and conscience, or or the civil
and religious rights or his people, with the God or
Armies on his side, the Mason will not fear the hour
of trial ; “for though the hosts of his enemies should
cover the field like locusts, yet the Sword of the Lord
and or Gideon shall prevail.”
You are about to pass, symbolically, through a
scene of trial, of suffering, and of danger. You know
that it is a principle in Masonry that we should engage in no great and important undertaking without
asking in prayer, if only by a momentary aspiration,
the assistance and support or the Great Architect of
the Universe. Prny~r strengthens the hands to
work, and nerves the soul to meet danger bravely.
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Let us, then, invoke the protection and aid or the
Supreme Wisdom and Power!
•7~ Rise, niy Brethren! Let us, on bonded
knees, beseech Hiiui, who dwelleth in the Light, to
favor and assist this Candidate, to guide and protect
us, and to prosper the work or Masonry I
All kneel, and 0 offers up Ibis
PRAYER

Our Father who art in Heaven, hear our reverent
supplication! Thou dwellest in the Light: ihluinine
the soul and strengthen the heart of this Candidate I
Help him to keep his solemn obligations! Remind
him continually of them, that lie may not rorget them,
or become indifferent or lukewarm, and so incur the
guilt of perjury I Enable him ever to prefer danger
to dishonor, and martyrdom to betrayal of his trust
or abandonment of the just cause of the People I
Guide and protect us and all good Masons in the
discharge of our solemn and sacred duties! Give us
courage to prefer a glorious death to a base life!
Make prosperous and effectual the work of Masonry,
and let it be Thy instrument to aid in the regeneration of Humanity I Make it a force and power I
Direct its labors, and shape its course for good! Euugh ten us I Illumine us I Instruct us I and let us be
able to thank Thee, when we come to die, tl~at by Thy
Grace and Favor we have not lived in vain! AMEN I
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So MOTE IT BE! AMEN I
Q.. Rise, my Brethren! Brother A....
B........., if you would become a Master Mason
you must now represent one whom Masons believe
to have been their Grand Master at the Limo of the
building of King Solomon’s Teiiiple. To your placcs,
my Brethren! Venerable BroLber Master of Ceremonies, take this Candidate in charge, and make due
answers for him I
ALL.

A FAUSE OF SoME MINUTES.

Q.. The past centuries return : the walls of the
first Temple rise around us in all their grandeur. The
Divine Presence dwells again between the extended
wings of the Karobjmn in the Holy of Holies, on the
Mercy-Seat: the Past has become the Present, and
the Prcsent the Future.
All the J3rethron surround the grare, except the dignitaries
and 2f. 0 is in the South, holding the tweiity.Ibur-incli gauge;
• in the West, boldi,i g the square; 0 in the Enst, holding lii.i
mallet, and having by him a maul stuffed with wool. 21 stnnd.i
on the right of the Candidate, at the foot of the grave. Lighted
by the single lamp or caudle, tIme Hall is sombre and silent.
Meanwhile there is played a strain of soft, slow, solemn

MUSIC.
When .11 are In place and ready, the
MUSIC CEASES.
Then, partly recited, partly acted, follows this

Xe
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.

.

When David, the King of Israel,

had brought the .Ark of God from the house of AbiNadab, in Gebaah, to the house of Aghbad-AdGw,
and thence into the City of David, he proposed to
build a house in which it might dwell; but Yehriah,
by Nathan, his prophet, forbade it, saying to him,
that when his days should be rulalled, and he should
sleep with his fathers, his son should build a House

for Yehlzah.
Afterwards David purchased the threshing-floor of
irnan or Arunah, the Yebrisai, on Mount Maraiah,
to Bet up there an altar unto Yehrtah; the Tabernacle, the Ark and the Altar of Sacrifices being then
upon the hill at Gabaon. Then he prepared materials for the building of the Temple, with the help of
the workmen sent him by Hair6m, King of TsUar,
hewn stones, iron and brass, and timbers of cedar in
abundance, with a hundred thousand talents of gold
and a million talents of silver; saying to Salainah,
that Yelitiah had forbidden him to build the House,
because he had shed much blood and made great
wars; and giving it to him in charge that he should
build the House of Yeht~ah his Alohim, and to the
Princes of Israel, that they should help Salamnah to
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build the Housc, the Sanctuary of Yehifiah-Alohiin,
and bring the Ark of the Coveuant of Yehfiah, and
the Holy vc~sels of the Alohim into ~heHouse to be
so built to the name of Yelifiali.
Accordingly, in the four hundred and eightieth
year after the Exodus from Egypt, ~1I the fourth year

of the reign of Salainnh, in the monLh Zif, which is
the second month, lie bcgaii to build the House of
YehQah. Already he had sent to HaYrOin, King of
Tsfir, the firm friend and ally of his father, rcquestlug to be furnished with Tsiduninn hewers, to hew
cedar trees for the House, upon Mount Lebanon.
HaYr~m clie erful ly granted what was asked, and
directed that his servants should bring the cedar and
pine timbers from Lebanon to the sea, and convey
them in rafts along the coast to Yapu, wbence they
could be taken to Yeriisalam, Salamali paying for
this service with wheat and oil.
Also King HafrOin or HQrO;n* sent to King Salamah
a skilful workman, a man of judgment, also named
ilairOm or Hftr~3m (the son of a woman of the Tribe
of Dan or Nnphtali, and whose father was a Ts~rian),
a skilful workman in metals, stone, and wood, and in
embroidery and carving, who east the great columns

for the main entrance, and made the furniture and
vessels.
To procure the materials, Salamah drafted 30,000
Ha1r~m, in Kings; ilOrOm, In Chronicles; tho InlUal H being ha.
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men or the different Tribes, and divided Elieni into
three classcs, each of 10,000. Each class labored on
Lebanon one month, and was at home two months in
every three. There were also 70,000 bearers of
burdens, and 30,000 hewers in tbc znountaius; for
Salaniah built not only the Temple, but also a Palace
for himself, and the House of the Forest of Lebanon,
larger than the Temple. 8,300 officers sup2rintended
the workmen, and so the great costly hewn stones
and the timber were prepared.
Thus there were, bearers of burdens, &zbat. 70,000
Hewers in the Mountains, .K7zatsabirn.... .80,000
SoperinLendents or Overseers, .ilfanatzkkim.. 3,300
Besides the 10,000 Israelites, aud the men of Gebal
sent by the King or Tstir.
The three classes were not only distinguished from
each other by the nature or their employment, but
the &zbal and .K7iatsabim were foreigners. They.
were the Apprentices; the men of IsrZl and Gebcd,
the Fellow-Crafts; and the .Afanatzkkim, the Masters
of the work.
Those or each (legree, it is said, had signs and
words by which to recognize each other, and to enable them to receive Lheir wages.
To receive these, the Apprentices, it is said, congregated at the column YAKAIN; the Fellow-Crafts at
the column BAAZ; the Masters in the middle chamber.
The foundation was laid. as we have said, in the
..

I
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second month of the fourth year of Salamali’s reign.
The Temple was cOmfll)letely finished in the eighth
month, flzl or Khesvan, of the eleventh year of his
reign ; seven years and six months having thus been
occupied in its erection. On the second day or the
second month, Zif or Ajyar, of the year 1012 before
Christ, the first stone or the foundation was laid. In
the seventh month, Ethanlmn or Tisri, of the year
1004 before Christ, the House of God ~vassolemnly
dedicated, and the Ark of the Covenant placed in
the Holy of Holies.
But in the meantime, as our Masonic tradition informs us, a tragical scene had been enacted in the
unfinished Temple.
It was promised by King Salamah, that when the
Temple should be finished and dedicated, the most
skilful and faithrul Fellow-Crafts should be raised to
the rank of Master Mason, and invested with the
Master’s word ; with which, though aliens and not
Hebrews, they might travel into foreign countries,
amid earn Master’s wages, being by it recognized as
Initiates everywhere.
Fifteen of these Fellow-Crafts, when tIme Temple
was nearly finished, desiring to return to their own
country, because they were weary of the work, and
had not been industrious enough, nor were skilrul
enough, to expect to be selected to receive the Master’s degree, plotted together to force HtirOmn, the
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Master or the workmQn [called Abai and Abaif, Master), to make known to them the Word, intending,
when they had forced it from him, to return to their
native countries.
Now the Mason’s WORD, or the TRUE WORD of a
Mastnr Mason, was not yet made known to amy or the
Master Masons. It was only known by the two
Kings and the Master, HQr6m, and it required three
to give it, each giving only one letter. The others
were not to receive it until the dedication of the
Temple.
Twelve of the Conspirators, repenting of tlmeir evil
design, failed to meet the other three in the Temnple
at the time agreed upon for putting their wicked plot
into execution. The other three, though disappointed,
persisted. Their names are said to have been YuDELL, YUDELO, and YUDELOM. In these a mystery is
concealed.
It was well known that HQr6m went to the Temnple
to pray, at noon, daily, while the workmen rested
from their labors. Knowing he was then always
alone, and all the workmen absent, the three miscreants selected that hour and opportunity for effecting their purpose. Tlmey did not Intend the murder of
the Master, but thought that fear would induce him
to divulge the Word, knowing how often it has constrained men to do the basest things, to which death
ought to have been preferable.
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YuWa posted himself at the Soul/z gate; Thbelo at
the West gate; mind Thbda~~ at the .E~is1 gate of the

Temple.
In other forms of the legend, Y~bela is called
.Romvel or G!d,8; Ynbelo, Hobhe7z, &‘rat~elot, Aus(crfurth, or Otlerful; and Yubeh3m, .Abirarn, Abibal,
Akwop. and &lderk(.
So these miscreants waited until Htzr6m, havimig
offered up his prayers, was on his way out of the
Temple. At first he walked to the South gate.
There YUDELA met him, holding in his right hand a
twenty-four-inch gauge of Steel, and rudely demanded of him the Master’s Word. “You cannot,”
said Hrir~m, “ receive it in this way. You must
wait with patience until you have served your timne.
Moreover, by my oath, I alone cannot give it, but
only with the assistance of the Kings of 1sra~l and
TsQr.”
*14
*
*
*
*
*
*
0.•.
.
.
The Master, HtirOin, fled to the
West gate, and there found YUDELO, with a heavy
square of Steel in his hand, who, seizing him rudely,
demanded the Master’s Word. Hor6m refused, as
.

before, and struggling, broke away.
15.

*

*

*

*

*

*

0~. .
HnrOm, bleeding from his wounds,
fled to the East gate, where he was met by YUBELOM,
.

.

2%
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the eldest, and strongest, and most. determined of the

three Edomitish brothers, holding in his hand a.
heavy Stone hammer. Confronting him, and in an
angry and menacing tone, this unbelieving ruiflan

cried
*15.

*

*

*

*

*

*

For a. little while there is entire silence. Then mounds of
labor are heard, and the workmen conversing. Then a bell
strikes t~velve time; and there is heard slow and solemn
~IUsIc.

After which the following
EVENIIG HYl~W OF THE WORKW?.

Abide with me! Fast falls the Eventide;
The darkness thickens: LORD, with me abide I
When other helpers fail, and comForts flee,
BeIp of the helpless, 0 abide with me I
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day :
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all aroumid I see:
0 Tnou who changest not, abide with me!
I fear no foe, with TUEE at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is Death’s sting; where, grave, thy victory?
I triumnph still, if GOD abides with me.
Reveal THYSELF before mny closing eves!
V

Shine thmoimgh the gloom, and point mne to the skies.
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flenven‘s morning breaks, and Earth’s vain shadows
I
flee;

In life, in death, 0 LOUD, abide with me!
After the hymn Is sung, all is silence again. Mtcr a little
while, 0, •, nud

*17

*

‘~

conic to where
*

*

S

*

*

For a Linie all is silent. Then a trumpet or bugle blows a cal,
and a Rtir is heard nniong the ~rorkiuen. 0 assumes his station,
and ~ takes thnt of ~.
Then 0, rapping o, asks:

Q. ~My Brother Azariab, what is the cause of

the commotion among the workmen of the Temple?
My Lord, it is the third hour, and yet the
Most Worshipful Master 1-lairOm hath not come to
~

..

the Temple, and the workmen know not how to proceed with their work.
Q. It must be that he is sick. Is he not in his
own house?
My Lord, he is not; nor hath been since the
morning of yesterday; nor bath he been seen of any
one, since yesterday he remained in the Temple to
pro ye r.
Q.’. Some accident must have befallen him. Let
all the workmen make careful search for him around
the Temple, and within the walls of the city.
~

.~.

The Breibren walk around, and go out atid return, for a time;

and tben ~, rapping o, says:
~

..

My Lord, the most careful search has been
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made by all the workmen within and around the

Temple, and throughout the city, but the Master
cannot be found.
0.. Then some violence has been done him, and
he is dead or injured; since, living and well, he was
never absent from the post of duty. Yet no man
was his enemy, for he had never wronged or injured
any one.
u raps are now heard aL the door, followed by w.

?rfy Lord, some one asks admission as a
Fellow-Craft.
0:. lYhoever it be, let him enter. Perhaps he
may bring us tidings of the Master.
~

.~.

The door is opened.

Who seeks admission?
(at~ the door) Twelve Fellow-Crafts, who ask
an audience of our Lord the King.
~:. My Lord, twelve Fellow-Crafts ask an audience of our Lord the King.
0.. It is granted. Let them approach I
~ .~.
~

.~.

8 a~id several Brethren approach the East, and 0 says:

0.. What is it ye seek? Speak, and ye shall be
heard.
0 our Lord the King, let not thy anger consume thy servants, though we have sinned against
thee and in the sight of God. We have repented,
~

.~.
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and our hearts are dead within us. We, who are
twelve, with three other of our fellows, wearying of
work. and fearing we should not be found worthy to
receive the Master’s degree at the dedication of the
Temple, conspired together to compel the Master
HairOm, by threats of violence, to make known to us

the Master’s Word, intending then to flee to foreign
countries, and there be enabled, as Sons of the’Light.,
to earn Master’s wages. We twelve, reflecting upon
the enormity of the attempt, repented and abandoned

our wicked purpose. But since the Master is not to
be found, we fear that the other three .lmave carried
their purpose into effect, and, to conceal their crime,
have taken his life.
Q.. Who are these others?
Three brothers, Edomites and worshippers of
Baal, named Yubela, Yubelo, and Yubelum.
O.. My Brother Azariali, let inquiry be made
among the workmen; and if these men be found,
bring them, bound, before me.
~

.~.

Some of the Brethren go out, and, after a little, return.
~

..

My Lord, inquiry has been made among the

workmen, and the three Edomitish brothers are not
to be found, nor have they to-day beeii seen of any
one.
O.~. What manner of men are these?
~

.~.

Idle, rude, and quarrelsome, my Lord.
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Q.. Then there remains no doubt that the Master
is slain. I fear the Master’s Word is lost. Bring
before me again the twelve Fellow-Crafts who conspired with these three, and who say that they re~
pented.
Some Brethren enter, and approach the East.

Q.. Ye are those who conspired with the three
Edomites to procure the Master’s Word by force?
d
Our Lord the King, we are.
Q.~. Bave you truly and sincerely repented of
your evil design?
j
We have, and prayed to the God of Isriil for
.~.

.~.

forgiveness.

Q:. Are ye also Edomites?
Nay, my Lord; we are men of Gebal.
O.. To obtain forgiveness for evil deeds or counsels, it is not enough to have repented. Reparation
and good deeds are also needed. Are you willing to
search, even as far as the sea-coast and the desert for
the Master, or his body,. and for those whose acconiplices you were to have been, and to make them captives, even at the peril of death T
J We are.
&veral. We are.
O.. My Brother Azariah, divide thcse twelve
Fellow-Crafts into four parties of three each. Let
three go to the North, as far as Galilee; three to the
~

.~.

.~.
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South, beyond Ilebron and Carmel; three to the
East, as far as the river Jordan and along the shores
of the Sea of Sadainah; and three to the West, as far
as the sea-coast and to Yapu. If they find the Master’s body, let theni carerully examine it, and bring
to us whatsoever they may find upon it, bestowing the
body in safoty and honor where we may go and give
•it burial. If they overtake the fugitives, let them take
them captive, or die in the attempt. If they do their
duty manfully and faithrully, they will have atoned
for their fault, and shall be forgiven, and may hope
to attain to the Master’s degree.
The ]3retltren go out, and all is silent for a time. Then three
raps are hoard at tho door, nad ~, in the West, says:

My Lord, some one desires admission.
Q•.~ Learn who it is, my Brother, and if it be
~

.~

proper, admit him or them.
The door Is opened and closed again, and ~ sayl:

My Lord, it is three of the Fellow-Crafts who
were seot in search of the Master and of the three
fugitives.
O.•. L~t them enter.
~ ..

Borne Brethren enter and approach the EniL

d
Our Lord the King, we are the three FellowCrafts who were sent to the West in search of the
body of our Master, and of the Edomitish fugitives.
.~.
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When we had journeyed a day, and were near the
sea-coast, we heard the first tidings. Meeting a way.

faring man, we learned that he had, some hours before, met three men, foreigners, who swore by Baal,
and seemed to be laborers, on the way to Yapu, who,
learniog from him that no vessels were about to sail.
from that port, seemed troubled and alarmed, and
with many imprecations, turned back toward the hillcountry of Samaria. Believing these to be the fugitives,
we hastened after them that night and the next day,
and stopping at nightfall to rest in the mountains, we
heard voices of men conversing, as we discovered, in
a cave near by. We listened, and heard one say,
a. What folly, to think that such a man as the Master
Hfir~m would betray his trust through fear of
death!”
Then another said, “We have stained our hands
with his blood for nought.”
And the third, KNow we shall never obtain the
Master’s Word, and no doubt the avenger of blood is
already on our track.”
Then the first voice said, “0 wretched Yubela,
thou art lost! For murder and sacrilege, the punishment is death by fire in the Yalley of Hinnom: to be
hunted like a wolf, and then slowly, dying a thousand
deaths, to be burned to ashes!
18.

S

S
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Assurcd that these were the inurderc~-s, we determined, though ourselves only three in ~uinbcr, footsore, faint, and weary, to enter the ca’~e and seize
tbem, or losc our lives in the attempt, hoping so
to atone for our offence, and putting our trust in
God and the justice of our cause. We entered; but
within it was dark, and the way rough and rocky,
and one stumbling and falling1 the assassins were
alarmed, and fled into the labyrinths of the cave. In
the darkness we lost our way, and could not follow
them; and when morning came, we discovered that
thcy had escaped by another outlet. Searching in
rain for traces of their flight, we at length resolved
to return, to make known to our Lord what we had
learned, and renew our search for the bod’r of the
Master.
Q•.~ Alas! 0 Lord, my God! was there no help
for the widow’s son! The Master Httr~m is no
more I But lie died bravely, refusing to betray his
trust, and shall ever be to Masons an emblem of
Fidelity and Honor. The murderers cannot escape.
The unseen avenger of blood pursues them. I have
forbidden the sailing of any vessels from any of my
ports, and sent messengers with the tidings to my
Brother Hiir~m of Tstkr, and all the tributary Kings
and Princes, and even to Damascus and to the King
of Egypt. When they are apprehended, each shall
receive the punishment he invoked upon himself.
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The steps of justice are soft, but sure. Meanwhile,
as soon as thc other nine Fellow-Craris return, and
if they have tiot found the body or the Master, let
the twelve again go forth, divided into roiii• parties,
as before, and search in every direction, for the distance or a day’s journey from the city, while all the
workmen pray to the God of IsrI.l to make known to
us where we may find the body.
Some of the Brethrcn go out. Then t,hcre is solemn
MUSIC.

When Lb.
MUSIC CEASES,
•

311d

0 resume their places, and 0 rapping o, lays:

Q.~. J~ My Brethren, I have called you together
from the River to the laud of the Philistimies, and
unto the border of Egypt, in consequence of the anurfier of the Mastcr HQr6m, and to assist me in finding
his body, and giving it Masonic burial. Let (lie
Lodge of sorrow amd mourning be duly tiled.
Most Venerable Brother Ad6n-llor6m, why are you,
being the Junior Warden, in the South?
O.~. Most Worshipful Master, as (lic Sun is in the
South at high noon, so I stand there to oversee the
workmen, and call timeum from labor to refreslmmncnt,
and from refreshment to labor agiin, that the Holy
Temple may, in due time, be finished.
.

.
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Most Venerable Brother Zab~d, why are
you, beimig the Senior Warden, in time West?
Most Worshiprul Master, as time Sun stands in
time gate of the West to close the day, so I stand
there to close the daily labor or the workmen, and,
on the sixth day or each week, to pay themn their
wages, that on the Holy Sabbath they may be contcut.
Q.•. And why amn I, being the Most Worshipful
Master, in the East?
As the Sun stands in the gates of the morning
to open the day and dispel tho darkness, so stands
the Most Worshipful Master in the East, to open and
instruct his Lodge, and cause the good to triumph
over the evil.
Q.. ~risiiig) The Most Worshiprul Master stands
in time East, and the Wardens stand in their stations.
~.•.

~..

~..

J7~

Let the Most Venerable Brethren Tsad6c and
Abiathar, the 1’riests, offer up their prayers. ]ineel,
my Brethren!
All kneel, nnd

‘~

aDd ~ offer up tbis lrnyer:
PRAYER.

0 Sovereign and Supreme God of IsrijI, hear
the prayer of Thy servants in timeir distress I
0 Thou whom no miman hath seen or can see,
help us in our afihiction! Calamity has fallen upon
us, and the waters of sorrow flow over our heads
I~

.~.

~

.~.
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...

Thou art our life and our salvation!

~O5

Have

mercy upon us, 0 Yehiah, and help us in our distress!
j Let thy Loving-kindness encompass us about,
and Thy tender mercies give us strength! We
acknowledge our transgressions: our sins are ever
before us!
.~.

i~

..

Wash us from our iniquities, and cleanse us

from our sins!

j

.~.

Create in us clean hearts! and renew a right

spirit within us!

;~ Cast us not away from Thy presence I and
take not Thy Holy Spirit from us!
.~.

~

..

Open our

lips, and our mouths shall show

Thy l)raise I

forth

So MOTE IT DEl
O.. Rise, Venerable Brethren I
~

..

0, $, and 0 rap H, each in succession.

O.. This Lodge of Masters is duly opened. Vallaul Brother Benaiah, see that the approaches to the
Temple are duly guarded! Venerable Brothers
Elihareph and Ahiab, the Scribes, write down the
cause of our assembly, and whatever IUny be trans.
acted. My Brother Azariab. have the Twelve F.l.
loir-Crarts returned?
Most Worshipful Master, they have ; and,
afler.dihigeuit search, have not found the body.
~

..
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Then it must be lIi(1(lcn wihi~in, or near, the
city. Select nine of the Masters, and let. three search
within the city, three ota the North and E~ist or it,
and three on the West and South. 11 they find tbe
body, let them carernily examine it., and if there be
upon it any seal of gold, let them bring it tip to us,
amid carefully note the place where tIme body lies, that
they may conduct us to it..
~~.•.

Some or tbe Brethren go out.
MUSIC.

After a time the
MUSIC CEASES.
n raps are heard at tbe door.

Most Worshipful iviaster, there is a Master’s
alarm at the door.
Q.. Learn who makes it, and his errand!
~.•.

The door is opened, and cIo~ed ngaiu.

Most Worshipful Master, the three Masters
who were sent to the West and South of the city
have returned, end ask admission.
0.. Let them enter.
~.•.

Some Brethren enter, and

aprroacht the East.

Most Worshipful Master, we being ordered
to go without. the city, and search oi the West and
South of it, went forth at the gate of Yapti, and
~

.~.
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the foot of Mount Zion into the valley of
Iliunon,, and, fimidimig nothing, returned, to enter in
at the gate of Zion ; but when we had nsccndcd the
MonuL of Zion, and were near to the Tomb of thy
father, David the King, ~vecaine to a place UI)Ot1 the
brow of thc Mount, where the earth seemed to have
been newly stirrcd, and, upon examining, found it to
be a grave. Not doubting that (he murderers had
buried the Master there, and time distance from the
Temple not being great, we thought it our duty, before disturbing the grave, to return and make known
our discovery, that you might do what should seem
good in your sight. And that we might readily find
time grave, we took Uj) ftfl(l lulaced, upon a molmn(1 at
the head of it, a small bush of acacia.
Q.~. It is well done, my Brother. Most Venerable
Brother Senior Warden, let till the Masters assemble
at (lie West gate of the Temple, to accompany us to
time grave of the Master, that we may disinter the
body and bring it into the Temple, at the East gate,
for proper burial I
tlmcncc by

All the Brethren go out, and fortii in procession in the anteroom. iotht door. or the HuH .ire opened. The jwoce~on
~
r,.,m the ante-room into the rreparation.roow, thence into
anil rogind the Hall, and into the ante.room again. I~hiiu circuit
is made three times. JIe:inwhilc. there is pLayed a slow and
solemn

DIJlUE.
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At tha third circuit the Brethren diviele, pasihig on either side

of the grave. The curtnins are r~:iiov~d, and thia
MUSIC CEASES.

Q.~. Here is the grave, newly made. No doubt it
contains time body of the Master. The acacia at its
head is a lit emblem of the sublime faith in ~vhichlie
lived and died. Surround the grave, my Brethren I
TI,o l3r’thiren rorm a circle rotuid the grave, and fdce to the
~ntrc, 0 beitig at the foot of the grave, in tba circle, with ~ on
his riglut hnnd, aiid 0 on h,Lq left.

0.~. Venerable Brother Azarinh, take three of the
Masters, and reveremutly and carefully. reumiove the
earth and rubbish that cover the remains of the
has ter.

19.
*
*
*
*
*
*
Q. Venerable Brethren, the Master Ii~ur6m is
dead. So must death shortly overtake us all. If it
comes to any of us as suddenly and une~peetedly, may
it find us as well preI)ared, in the strength of virtue
and good deeds I He died rallier than betray his
trust by divulging the Master’s Word, because it had
been solemnly agreed between him, my Brother the
King of Tsir, and myself, that we should only umike
it known ~vhenall were Present. The Word is therefore lost, though its letters remain. This seal contains the key. Thought, study, and prayer may, rot’
each Master Mason, unlock the secret; and to each
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who may be round worthy, when the Holy Temple is.
dedicated, shall this meal and its sacred synibols be
given. Meanwhile, and hereafter, as long as Masonry
continues,
*20.

41

*

*

*

*

*

0.~. Venerable Brother Azariah, you will take
order for conveying these venerated remains to the
Temple; and the Most Venerable Brother AdonHair~m will cause a Sarcophagus to be carved, to receive It, after the manner of the Egyptians, and a
grave to be prepared near the Temple, over which
shall be set a tomb of marble, seven cubits in length,
five In height, and three in breadth. Also, the letters
upon this seal shall be engraven on a triangular plate
of gold, and that be-set firmly in one face of a cube
ol’ agate, and the whole deposited in a place known
to the Masters, that the WORD may, by study, reflection, and prayer, be in due time recovered.
My Brethren, the Lodge is closed.
A!) the Brethren still standing u.s tbey were, the Worshipful
Master continue.:
Q•. Know, thou who hast represented the Master
HairGm, living and dead, that so he died, and so
his remains were discovered and disposed of. That
the legend was a symbol, was indicated by the ceremonial that followed.
For, when the Candidate, among our ancient Breth-
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reD, bad seen and heard what has been rehearsed in
your sight a iid heariug, this is what ensued.
Most Venerable Brother Junior Warden, will the
dead live ag~iu?
WorShi1)rul Master, the acacia is a symbol or
the Master Mason’s faith.
How shall this Brother be raised to the ue~v
life?
~..

~.•.

*21

*

*

*

*

*

*

To the Glory or the Grand Architect or the Pniverse, in the name and under the auspices. etc., and
by virtue of the powers vested in tue as Master or
this Worshipful Lodge of Master Masons, I do now
create, receive, and coiistitute you a Master Mason,
and member or this Middle Chamber, in the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry ; and I
do endow you, as a most precious treasure, with the
title or •~ Venerable ]3rother,” which you should
always endeavor to deserve and worthily wear.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Then 0 hands tue new ~I~stcran apron, saying:

0.. As a Master Mason, you will wear the upron
with the flap turned dow,,. Its material and color
signify purity and innocence, and its bordering of
blue, which is the color of V~us, loiing-kindness or
Charity.
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Then he returns him his sword, saying:

Q.•. Receive again your sword. Once it was the
weapon of a knight and gentleman. As the symbol
of Loyalty and Honor, it is the fit, weapon of a Master Mason.
Then he returns him his hat, saying:

Q.. is a Master Mason, you will sit covered in.
the Lodge. So the Commons of England sit, being
the representatives of a free people. .The custom is
older than the English Commonwealth, having always
prevailed among Masons. Hitherto, you have served
as an Apprentice and Fellow-Craft. As a Master,
you are to command and direct. See that you do not
abuse your powers!
Venerable Brother Master of Ceremonies, present
this Venerable Brother to the Most Venerable Wardens, that he may be recognized by them in his new
di;nity.
Ee is first presented to e, and thin to 0.
the signs, words, and tokens.

J~

Most

To each he gives

Venerable Brother Senior Warden,

all is exact and perfect.
e.. j Worshipful Master, all is exact and perfect.
Q.~. Place the Venerable Brother between the
columns, and let him be seated.

xl”.
FiliAL DISTRU OTI ON.
O.k. My Brother, we need not, as is sometimes
done, tiresomely rehearse thc legend which has already been enacted in your sight ond hearing. You
cannot have failed to understand its literal import.
We shall confine ourselves to such explanations as
will point to the paths of study, travelling in which
you may come, in time, fully to comprehend the
neaning of this degree.
The Word whispered in your ear is the substitute
for the TRUE WORD of a Master. It contains a mystery ivhicli you may perhaps hereafter learn. IL is
iaid to have been the first exclamation at the grave
when the body had bcen uncovered, and it covers
and contains the True Word. “Seek and ye shall
find.” “ The Glory of God,” the Scripture saith, is,
to conceal the Word.” “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was contained in God, and the
Word was God.”
In the French Rite, and also in the English Lodges,
the substitute is
, which is composed of
two Hebrew words, and means, “the place where the
.

.

.

murdered one was concealed.”

It Is said that when the third conspirator was on
thE point or striking the Master, the latter threw his

FINAL lh5ThDCTIOlI.

813

hands up in front ot his forehead, with the palms
outward, to protect his forehead against the blow,
crying, “0 Lord, my God! is there no help for
the son of the widow 1” Hence Masons are called
Children of the Widow.”
The seal found on the body of the Master HairGm
was what is still known among the Arabs and the
Hebrews of the Orient as the Light or Seal of Salamah. It is a circular plate of gold, of one-half this
size9 and with the devices which you see here upon It.
0

Like the Triangle inscribed within the Square (or
00 the face of a Cube), and the Pyramid, with its
tour triangular sides, raised on a Cube as its bose, it
points out the way, and givcs the clue by which the
wise may discover the True Word.
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By the Square, the Egyptians symbolized matter,
or the Womb of things ; by the Triangle, the generative fire. From their conjunction, as in the quadrangular pyramid, their sages held, all things proceeded. Cones were pliaioi, but pyramids were
dedicated to the solar lire, and represented the
flame. Jupiter was so represented at Corinth. Vulcan was symbolized by the pyratitid ; but it. i”as
more exclusively (levoted to Diounsos, ApullOn,
and the Sun.
Once more we lead you back to the Ancient Initiations, which, the succession of their Hierophauls never
interrupted, became the Freemasonry of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite.
“The ceremony of initiation11’ says the Chief Priest
to Lucius, in Apulcius, “into the mysteries, is, as it
were, to suffer DEATU, with the precarious chance of
resu.9ci(ation.” The Goddess, he said, selected only
such l)Cr5Ofl5 as might
1 through her Providence, be
in a manner BORN AGAIN, and commence the career
of a new existence.
All initiation is but introductory to the great
change of death. Everything earthly must die. Man,
like Qadipos, is wounded from his birth ; his real
Elysinin can exist only beyond the grave. Death is

the inseparable antecedent of life ; the seed dies, in
order to l)roducc the plant; the worm dies to pro.
duce the brilliant moth. The death of the seed in
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giving birth to the plant, connecting the subliniest
hopes with the plainest occurrences, was the simple,
yet beautiful, formula assumed by the great mystery
in almost all religious, from the Zend-Avesta to the
Gospel.
The Hierophants of Samothrace assured those initiated into their mysteries, of the rewards reserved
for the virtuous after death, by time justice of the
Gods. In the mysteries of Eleusis, the Initiate was
taught that the Soul was the whole of man; that
earth was but his place of exile; that Heaven was

his native country; that for the Soul to be born is
really to die: and that death is for it to return to a
new life.
By the ceremonies through which you have passed
you have been taught the same great Truth, of the
Immortality of the Human Soul; and that death is

but the gateway through which it PO5SC5 to another
sphere of existence. This lesson you could not mistake. You were prepared for it, also, by the instruction received during your seven journeys. Life is a
school for the Soul; an arena in which, amid calamity,
suffering, and evil, it may learn to practise the manly
and heroic virtues.

It is fitted, by the Diriuie iris-

domn, for a place of instruction and discipline. Can
any better means or instructing, disciplining, and invigorating the Soul be imagined than are afforded by
the trials and sufferings, the reverses and disappoint-

816

FiNAL IKSTfltJCUON.

wents, the triumphs and dercats, the satisfactions and

mortifications of this life?
But the Legend of the death of ilhirOun was inlegided to tcach much wore. Again, to understand
it, you uuiust resort Lo the Mysteries.
Everywhere, and in all their forms, these were
funeread, and celebrated the mystical death and restoralioul to lire oV some divine or heroic personage ;
and the details of. the legend and the modes of the
deal.h varied in the different countries where the

Mysteries were practised.
Everywhere, also, this heroic and mythical persou—
age pruui~~ii~ symbolized the Sui~, which, descending southward in Autumu until he reached the Tropic
of Capricorn at the Winter solstice, was said theta to
die and be buried, for the few days that he seemed

undetermined whether to continue to tend further
aiuud fuu•ther southward, until he should leave the
world in perpetual uuight, or to begin again to ascend
toward the equator; and this ascent, after the solstice, was called his resurrection, aphanismn, or regeneration, and the salvation or the world from the
malignant powers of darkness, cold, and evil.
Time Legend of time Master’s degree is but another
form of that of the Mysteries, which reaches back, in

one shape or other, to tIme remotest antiquity.
Everywhere, al5o, the personage of tIme

legend was

a beneficent being or Deity, the personification of
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LIGHT; a E!ao, an INrERC1~SOB and MEDIATOR for
men, a S&vioun and ILEDEE~IEL

In these mysteries was also taught the division of the
First cause into an active aiid passive cause, of which
two, Bzuux and M&r&, OsIRIs and Isis, the Heavens
and the Earth, and the Sun and Moon, were symbols.
So the Hebrew Genesis represents the BREATH or
SPIRIT of God as brooding on the surface of the Chaos
of matter, to create by generation, and mami was
made male and female after the image of ALOHIM.
Another division of nature has, in all oges, struck
all men, and was not forgotten in the mysteries, that
of Light and Dorkness, ever alternating, overcoming
and overcome by turns; an apt symbol of the alternating preponderance of Good and Evil in the world,
and in the soul of every man that lives. To the
Initiates in the mysteries of Eleusis, as to those of
Masonry, the spectacle of these two I’rinciples was
exhibited, in the successive scenes or Darkness and
Light which passed before their eyes.
The fruit of the sufferings of the God, Fattier of
Light and Souls, slain by the Chief of the Powers of
Darkness, amid agaia restored to life, was gathered in
the mysteries. “His. &atk works your salvation I”
said the High 1’riest of MITERAS. That was the
great secret of this religious tragedy, and its expected fruit; the resurrection of a God, who, rePossessing himself of His dominion over darkness,
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~hoold associate with Him

ut his triumph those virtu-

ous Souls, that by their purity were worthy to share
ills glory ; those that did not strive agaiust the
dirine force that drew them to Him when Be had
thus conquered.
Life, rising out of death, wss the Great Mystery,
which symbolism delighted to represent under a
thousand ingenious forms. Nature was ransacked
for attestazioii~ to the grand Truth, which seems to
transcend all other gifts of imagination, or rather to
be their essence and consummation. Such evidences
were easily discovered. They were found in the
olive and lotus, in the evergreen myrtle, in the
deadly but self-renewing serpent, the wonderful and
brilliant moth emerging from the coffin of the worm,
in the Phcenix, born of its own ashes, the Scaraba3us,
the phenomena of germination, the settings and usings of the Sun and Stars, the darkening and growth
of the Moon, and Sleep, the minor Mystery of death.
Tue typical death of the Nature-God was a profound
and consolatory mystery. Tbe origin of the doctrine
of the Soul’s immortality is as remote and untraceable as the origin of man himself.
The Hnr~.m of the Masonic legend was not even, so
far as the Bible informs us, a [ilason or an Architect.
it testifies to his skill in his OCC1Il)atiotl, but gives
Do hint that he was regarded or valued as anything
wore. Comparing the legend of his death with the
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others which we have mentioned ; seeing that it
occurred in the TEMPLE, which represents the world,
and by TflUEE blows inflicted at the three gates which
represented the Equinoxes and the winter solstice,
and, remembering that in Masonry the two Soistitial
feasts of June and December are sacred, and that the
Sun, Moon, and Hermes are the great lights of the
Lodge, we are at once forced to conclude that the
legend is neither historical nor traditional, but symbolic. The key to its meaning, and the reason for
the selection of the Hero, are perhaps to be found in

his name.
That name, ordinarily rendered HIRAM, is, in the

book or Kings, Khair~nt or Khairtim, but in that of
Chronicles, KhirOui or Khiarnin. It was either exclusively Phwnician (or Tsririnn), or both Hebrew
and Phcenician, for flint of the King of Tstr was the
same. Adon-Khfrrvim (or .Adonhiram) was also a
Tefirian name.
In 2 Chron. ii. 13, the King of Tsar writes to
Solomon, “I send (bee a skilful workman,
‘~

Khflrflm Abai ; which our translation renders, “or
Huram, my father’s.” In 2 Chron. ir. 16, we find
~nn, Khitirtim Abiu, which our translation renders, “Huram, his father.” The last word, Abiu, has
been transformed into Ab~fl, and become part of the
name, which it is not. An, in the Hebrew, meant
not only Father, Ancestor, Progenitor, but also .Afas-

t’~tt
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or

ler. For the meaning

(lie name of (lie Master, we
refer you to the Morals and Dogma of the Rife.
*

*

*

*

*

Htir~m may have been selected as the hero of the
Masonic legend, solely on account of the symbolic
meaning of l,i~ name, and its similarity to H~r-ra,
Hcr-mes, and Her-cu1e8. Though often in political
alliance with Egypt, the Hebrews borrowed less from
that people than from Pl,~nicia, Assyria, and Persia.
We find among them no Egyptian names of the Deity,
no hieroglyphics, no similarity in language. An offshoot of the Arabic stock, the Hebrews never abandoned the names of the Ancient Gods, though they
deemed Tebtiab greater than any of the Alohirn. He
continued to be to them. Al, Ito/i, Aliun. Adonai, the
AfalakA, (he Adon-TBabaollu, the Al aS~adai, whom
other nations worshIil)ped. It is not difficult to conceivc how KHuR-01 should have been substituted for
fior-ra and for tIme God called Afalkartia by foreigners,
that being evidently a corrupted neme, and the real
one more probably resembling M’al-E7~iir.at.
The Jegend of HtirOin has beei also used by the
remnants of the Knights of the Temple, to represent
the tragical fate of de .Afolai, the last recognized
Grand Master ; and these have seen in tIme letters
J.. B:. M.. the initials of ,.Tacobus Burgundus d4
.Bfolai. it was also used by the Enghi~h Royalists,
after what they termed the Great Rebellion, to typify
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the execution or Charles the First, whom they called
the Royal Martyr and by these, it is probable, the
names .tiomvel (or Cromwell), Hobhen (or Bohzsn, the
family name of the Parliamentary General, Essex),
~i~i5s, Oterfut, and Gravelot [the latter probably
Argyle), were given to the assassins. What names
are conceale(I in Guibs, Sdderke, mtimd Uferfut or Oilerfoot, we have not been able to discover.
When Masonry was propagated among (he followers of Christ, these saiv His crucifixion typified
by the death of HarOm, who thus became the symbol
of the Saviour and Redeemer, the Intercessor and
Mediator, who, said to have been born at the winter
solstice, was also held to have died at the Vernal’
Equinox. Then the Lamb became a symbol of
H~rGm, himself a type of Christ; the Sun in (he Sign
Aries (or the Rain), at the Vernal Equinox, when be
begins to move North of the Equator, and Light to
overcome Darkness. To the Christians, the three
assassins mOant the Royal Power, as exercised by
Ponlius Pilate and Herod; the Sacerdotal Power, as
abused by Anna an(l C’aiapha8; and the popular
brutality, which demanded that Bara&bas should be
released, and CHRIST crucified; the “lamb without
blemish and without spot ;“ “fore-ordained,” says
Peter, “before the foundation of the world, nianifested in the later times, raised up by God from the
grave, and invested with glory.”

322

FII~AL Th5TflttflO~.

That the legend was meant to be identical at bottoni with that. oU Osiris, regenerated as H~r-ra, is
evident from one or the symbo1~: or the degree.a
female, on a platform rli5cd by three stcps, with an
urn in one hand and a branch in the other, reading a
book, a broketi column in front or her, while Time,
will; his scythe and wings, behind 1mev, is manipulBi.
ing her flowing hair. This is said ~o have been a
nionumnent erected by King Solomon over the grave
of the Master Hinr6mn. You may read the pretended
explanation in the Monitors or the English Rite.
*

*

*

*

*

Time Legend of HOr3mn has also a poliLical interpretation.
The heroes or the other legends are Gods, or tIme
Sons of Gods. Of the Masonic legend, the Hero is
an .Architect, or rather, an Artificer, and so represents the people at lar~e
e ; as Adam, or “77w Adam,
was the symbol of universal Humanity. The Master
fltir~m is a symbol of THE PEOPLE, and or a free
STATE, and, thererore, of L1nm~xTr itselr. The three
murderers symbolize the chief causes of tIme loss or
liberty of rations. Usurpation may nttcnipl to gain
despotic power in vain, apd the Pontificate seek in
vain to tyrannize over consciences; the one may
strike at the throat and the other at the Aeart, ~nd
both be roiled, if Lhe people, enrolled as a soldiery,
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do not become their instruments, and with tIme mace
and hammer of their united and disciplined force,
smiting the head of time State, crush its intellcct, embodied in its great wise men, who have always been
the ardent advocates of rational freedom. The RULE
of arbitrary power, the SQUARE of Pontifical infallibility, dictating a creed to consciences, and the MAcE
of military force, are the instruments and weapons
by which nations are enslaved, and freedom empires
in agonies. The worst enemy of the People is the
People itself.
It has sometimes happened that a free people has
lost its freedom, conquered by foreign arms. Sometimes liberty has been sold. But when a free State
has ceased to be free, it has generally been because
its People have unwittingly connived with a Tyrant
or Usurper. It is true that those who, in a free
Commonwealth, under (be stale pretences of necessity, and the safety of the People, by virtue of their
magistracy or military rank, usurp the powers of
Dictator, and barbarously violate the most sacred
rights of their country, deserve the names of rebels
and traitors, not only against the laws of that country,

but against Heaven itself. But it is equally true,
that wherever an invetei’ate resolution has been
fornmed to annihilate the liberties of the governed, it
is in the power of tIme people to prevent it, and that
history affords examples of successful resislance by
force to usurpation by arms.
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Time usurpation ninosL likely to succeed, because
least likely to Imave its aim or tendency suspected,
and nlso the greatest evil tlmat can befall a imatiomi, is
the invasion of tlm@ People’s rights by the authority
of the people’s representatives. It is in regard to
tlmese that tIme people are least apt to noticQ amid resist time very beginnings of usurpation. It is likely
evemi to he commsidered unpatriotic, perlmaps treasonable, if the State is beleaguered by danger, to question
the motives and doubt the wisdoni of the acts of (lie
JIcople’s representatives ; and yet it is much less
dangerous for a Civil or Military Usurper to muake
his will time law, and commliscate the public liberty,
tlman for those representatives, under tIme color of
law, to put the powers of Llme State in his liamids, and
the liberties amid rights of the people in his grasp.
Power, without right, is a thing hateful in itself,
amid ever inclining to its fall. Tyranny is detestable
in every shape, but in none so formnidable as when it
is assumed amid exercised by a imuinber of Tyrants.
If you are a Citizen of a free State, ever remember
that a paper constitution will always prove insufficient to resist tIme popular will ; that unless there be
power to restrain power, nothing can witlmstand it;
and that time people are always inclined to admit
necessity as a sufficient plea for unconstitutional
action and usurpation. Remuemnber, also:. tlmat timose

wimo flatter and fawn upon the people to obtain
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power, will always be the firsL La urge this plea as an
excuse for assuming unlawful power over, them.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Seek out the great and wise men, and in trust the
fortunes of the Republic, as far as your vote ammd immllueuce can do so, to their hands. Select those for office
who will more add honor to (lie office than the office
will honor them; those who are entitled, by their
intellect and learning, to deal on equal teimus with
the Republic, and to lay her under obligations by
accepting her offices. The coumitry that has no such
men is indeed a pauper. The State that has tlmemn,
and does not use their services, is idiotic or insane.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Be always jealous of power, which ever tends to
perpetuate itself and to increase. Usurpations generate like vermin. The men of energy arc always for
burning the parchment. Never listen to those who
cry that your free governnment is too weak and inefficient, and who urge you to give it the power to
take the last shilling from your purse, the last drop
of. blood from your veins. Give this power to no
man, or set of men, however worthy he or they may
seem of such trust. If a people part with it, they
resign their liberties. Even in strugghiDg to attain
its independence, a nation may lose its freedom. A
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peop~ true to itself iieeds ~ saviour to achieve its
j~olitcal salvation. If iL so wills, i~. ~ sufficient for
Itself
And whatever follies or excesses ~ Republic, its
rulers, or its people may conuinit, let ~ot these alienate you rrom a free form of govermiment, and enlist
you under the banners of despotism, even in opinion.
No government is free from iIiIj)erfections and evils,
nod we are always sure to imagine that those nuder
which we suffer are the least tolerable of all. The
election of unfit and incapable mcii, in many instances, is iusel)arable fromma Republican governinents.
I3ut petty and base niemi not only attain poiver under
Kings, but become Kings themselves; and the truly
wise and great as rarely govern in Monarchies as in
Democracies. It is liumnami nature that is in fault.
As yet, free Government is an e~iJ)crinient. After a
timue it will succeed. It is the only form of government that consists with individual rights and the
dignity of human nature; and if it be impossible for
a community of freemen wisely to govern themselves,
It Is absurd for nian to claim to have been made a
little lower thama the angels, and iii the image of God.
An explanation of some of the symbols or this degree will, for tIme present, complete your instruction.
We have already indicated to you time R3’mbolic
meaning of the miawes of the three assassins. JUDELUM, we informed you, has also been called Abiram,
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.Abi&zl, and Akir~p. These words3 also, like every-

thing in Masonry that belong~ there, are symbolic.
~t, A1J~, as yci.i know, measfat~.er; and rrz~, rarnak,
means “overfiThew,” or struck down. ~u, bala, means
Destroyer; 6alla in Chaldee, ~r &rlaA in Hebrew, “to
destroy.”
Annux, therefore, means “he who struck down our
Patimer or .Afaster;” and ArnIBu1, “~4e alayet of our
Father or ..M~zster.”
~py,Akarab, mneans a Scorpion, and is the same in
Arabic as in Hebrew. 2,500 years before Christ,
the Sun entered the Constellation or Sign Leo, the
Lion, at the Summer Solstice; Scorpio, the Scorpion,
at the Autumnal Equinox, and thence passed through
Sagittarius, the Yindictive Archer, and Capricornus,
the filthy and detested He-Goat, the AZAZEL of the
Hebrews, to Aquarius, the Water-Bearer, at the
Winter Solstice. The Scorpion was regarded as an
ill-omened and malignant sign; and it contained the
brilliant but malignant Star Antares. At the Winter
Solstice, which afterwards became the feast-day or
John the Evangelist, the Sun was said to die, and to
remain buried three days.
PLUTARCH says that when Osiris was murdered by
Typlion, the Sun was in the sign Scorpio, which tlmen
was entered by him at tIme autumnal equinox. He
had returned from the shades at the vernal equinox,
to assist Isis and Honus in warring against TrPHON.
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Lendng Scoipio, to reach the lowest points of his
annual course at the Winter Solstice, he passed
through the ~igIisof the Arc/icr and ll~-Coai.
The three gates of the Temple are the two Equinuies, always called the Gates of llenveii, and the
Winter Solstice.
Isis, personified as the Nbon, searching for the
body or OSIRIS, was accompanied by Siriits, or KalabA,iidiac)4 the IJog.Stnr, the God Anubis. The twelve
Fehlow-Crarts and nine Masters, sent in search of the
body, are also, undoubtedly, astronomical allusions.
1~iue of the Zodiacal signs did not share in the syinbohic slaying of the Sun, nnd nine great stars, in the
Moon’s path, ~ndseeming to accoinpaity her, enable
~nuticalmen to ascertain their longitude at sea. In
the Hyades and Pleiades are twQlve stars.
Tbe Master Masons were, at the dedication of the
Temple, to receive the TRUE WORn, or the Master’s
ll’bid, to enable them to travel into foreign countries,
and there earn and receive wages. The True Word
was tbe sytimbol and e~pressiomi of what PLUTARCII
ealls the HOLY or SAcRED Docmmt~, the knowledge
or the one God and the SouPs immortality ; the religious faith in these, taught by the mysteries, and
known to the •Hierophants of all nations. Gifted
with this knowledge, and armed with this faith, the
Initiate WOUl(l ~ph1ro~l1, without base feai’, the valley
or the shadow or Death, to enter into that far distant,
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unseen, unknown country, from whose bourne no
traveller returns, and there to receive the wages or
faithful service, the immense boon of Eternal Life.
The raising of the body of IThr~m symbolizes the
reascension and immortality of the Soul. This can
neither be proven by the inductions of natural and
physical science, the .4pprentice’s grip, nor demonstrated by the. processes of the logic of metaphysics
and philosophy, the gijp of the Fellow-Crafi, but is
only established by the wise analogies or FAITH, the
Irrefutable convictions of consciousness, which are
IA. Lion’s gijp, that of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.

To the Christian Mason the three grips are symbols
.f the Pagan Philosophy, Hebraic maLerialism, and
Vhrlstianity.
The Caves ol Mithras and the Pyramids repre-

seated the world. The Initiates were compelled to
pass seven times through fire, aiid seven times through
water; and.we gather from Origen, that the Mithriac
Candidate was obliged to pass through seven gates
of trial before be arrived at the Ineffable Presence,
after which lie was proclaimed a Lion of )Iithras.
The number aeven, always divided into, and composed of, three and four, was represented by the

triangle and square, and by the Cube surmounted by
the Pyramid. In four and three is (be mystery laidden of the Master’s Word. The Pyramids were, we
believe, edifices built ror the celebration or Cavern
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Mysteries~ like the Caves of Delphi, Trophonius, and
Mithra5. In the great Pyramid, O!!~7! main passage
djvidc5 into three branches, one asce:~iing to a room
preCi5CiY in the centre, one leading borizontally to
the chamber under it, and one desc~ndiug to the
regions of the Dead. Each branch terminates in a
distant vault.
The triangular external form of the Pyramids, and
t.he triple internal division, indicate that the rites
celebrated there were those of a triple Deity. Hecat~
was painted of three colors, and Pluto, like Siva,
his prototype, to whom pyramids and tridents are
sacred? had three eyes. The Egyptians used only
the three primitlie colors in their sacred paintings,
with which those employed by Moses in the Tabernacle, and by the Brahmans in their twisted girdles,
agree. 1~othiDg could be a more beautiful or purer
emblem of a triune God than triune light. The seven
Hebrew Lights, or Sephiroth, resoluble into one central circle, and surmounted by three radical Lights,
or Sephiroth, curiously agree with the phenomena
or colors.
Some of the emblems usually exhibited in the lilaster’s degree are ancient, and some modern. The Beehive, for example, is modern. The trite explanation
given of it does not even merit a passing word. Tbe
adherents of the Stimarts, in England and on the Continent, after Charles the First was executed, resortcd
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to Mason.ry as a means oCor~’~!zaL~on and communi.
cation. Th~ Preter.dcr’s sos, as h~ was aIierwards
popularly c~alCd, still exercised high Masonic powers,
as the lineal inheritor of Masonic Soverei~u Lv, and
there is still extant a brief of Constitution of a Chapter of Rose Croix at Arras, in France, granted by
him, the unfortunate Charles Edward Stuart. Before
the Restoration, the Loyalists were especially active
through their secret organization, and the Masonic
legend was used by theni as a parable or allegory,
the interpretation of which was the execution of
Charles I., brought about by a rebel Parliament and
army~ and Scottish Presbyterian treachery. Since
then, .Knglzsk Masonry, organized at the death of
Queen Anne, has always inculcated submission and
obedience to the powers of the State, whatever they
might be. Thus denafuralized, it adopted the beehive as one of its emblems, because it represents a
Commonwealth, or a people governed by a King, or
the Constitution of the British Government.
This is a key to those “ANcIEST” CUARGES AND
REGULATIONS, by which every Master Elect of an
English Lodge promises ~(o be a peaceable subject,”
and not to be concerned in plots and conspiracies
against Goilernmeflf, but pcdienfly to submit, to the decisions of the “Supreme Legislature,” i. e., of Parliainent, settling the succession to the Crown, and ex•
cluding the Stuarts and all Papists.
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The t1~rec Steps, usually delineated on the 1~1aster’s

Carpet, are said to be emblematical of tho three principal stages of human life—Youth, Manhood, and Old
Age. They are really symbolical of the same things
as the three grips by which it. was attemj)Led to raise
the body. All the Symbols of Masonry refer to
something in the ceremonies. And when the Beehive was interpolated among the Emblems, these
three Steps perhaps represented, in the British
Government. the Commons, Lords, and Crown, the
three degrees of that Monarchical Oligarchy.
The “Pot of Incense,” said to be an emblem of a
pure heart, is really a funereal Urn, such as those in
which, anciently, after the body of the dead was
burned, its ashes were deposited. It is surmounted
by a flame, whose ascent upward is a symbol of the
asJ)irntions of the human Soul toward the Infinite
amid Divine, and therefore of its immortality, of which
those aspirations are the most irrefutable evidence.
The Book of C’onstitmdions and Sword symbolize the
obligation taken upon them, and the Duty of the
Mason to defend the Rights of Man and the great
tenets of LJDERTT, EQ~ALITT, and FRATEIi~1TT, if
need be, by the sword. To these three, also, the
three steps allude, these having, like many other
symbols, a political as well as a philosophuical interpre tation.
The Sword, pointing to a human heart, is a symbol
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of the punishment anciently inflicted upon those who
violated their obligutions, and disclosed the Secrets
of the Mysteries. Though no longer inflicted, every
Candidate still solvninly submits himself to it, and
consents to undergo it in case of perjury.
The All-seeing Lye is a symbol of the Deity, as it
anciently was, in Egypt, a hieroglyphic of OSIRIs
and the SuN. Connecting the legend of HUR6M
with that of OsIRIS, by its hieroglyphical meaning,
and also because the word Kkiir, in Hebrew, meant
the Socket, or opening of the Eye, it symbolizes that
true knowledge of the Deity which was taught in the
mysteries, and is the LIGHT, of which the Mason

travels in search.
The Sun, Moon, Comet, and Seven Stars indicate

the astronomical symbolism of the legend, and again
connect it with that of Osiris. The Sun is Osiris, the
Moon Isis, the Comet is a modern substitution in
lieu of the five-pointed, or Blazing Star, which repro.
sented Smics, A.KunIs, and HERMES. The Seven
Stars are those of Ursa Major, or the Great Bear,
which, connected with Bo~3TEs, or the HercZ~man, indicate that this Constellation also symbolized Osiris,
and its disappearance in the ocean the death of that
deity.
The Anchor is a modern symbol, signifying HOPE
of that immortality taught by the symbolic resurrection of the Candidate.
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The Ark is an ancient symbol, denaturalized by
being made to ropresent the vessel built by Noah.
It was originally a Chest, like thc Ark of tlic Covejiant, and that borue in ~zocessio~ in the Mysteries
of Isis, reprcsenting the Chest in which the body of
Osiris was committed to the waves, and in which it
contiiiucd when enclosed in the Column cut of the
ta,narisk tree which had growai UI) around it.
The hour-glass and Scythe are symbols of Hoi~us
or H~n-iu, and ngaiu identify the Hebrew and
Egyp(ian legends.
The Macc or .Afallet, the Spade, Gqffin, and branch
of Acacia, refer, as we hardly need s~~y, to the death

of Hcir6m and the discovery of his body, the Spade
and Coflin being very modern.
The forty-seventh problem of Euclid, the only explanation whereof, given in the English Rite, is, that
“it teaches Masons to be general lovers of the Arts
and Sciences,” is in reality one of those Etruscan
stones, as it were, builded into the whimsically incongruous walls of that system of Masonry. It. is the
profoundest philosophical symbol of the whole science.
Like a boulder of granite in a great alluvial plain,
brought thither at some remote and unknown l)er~)d
from the far-distant mountains, by some cataclysm, or
in aii iceberg Crow northern glaciers, when that which
is now dry land was covered by the waters of a deep
sea, it stands unexplained, a sphinx, its iiieaning ziot
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even guessed at by those who have niade trivial so
many of the symbols of Masonry. For the true
meaning we refer.you to the Morals aiid Dogma.
*

*

I

*

*

The field of study here opened to you is very
great. It is because of the Triad in every system of
Philosophy and ruligion, in all the sacred creeds nod
mystic teachings, froiu the earliest times to Christianity and Guosticisiu, that the number 3 so often
recurs in Masonry. ‘We derive the 47th Proposition

from our Ancient Masters, the flindQs, Persians, and
Egyptians; aud Plutarch, himself an Initiate, has
given us the true key to its meaning.
The Mallet of the Master is the Tan Cross of the
Egyptian Hierophants. It is held by the Lion, in
the symbolic picture heretofore mentioned, and ivas
the symbol of ELernal Life.
In the Egyptian name of iorus (Har-oer(), Qeri
meant Beazd~ful; and while STREIiGTU is assigned to

King of Tsfir, and W!SnoM to SALAMAH,
BE.kurr is assigned to HUROM the Master.

IIUR~3M,

*

*

*

*

*

Revelation of God, the universe is also (lie one
body of which He is in some sense the Soul. It is
one. Turn where we will for science, for ar~,~or
poetic imagery, for human characteristics, we still
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fit d prototypes and models in i~ature. She is, in
truth, the omnipotent mother, Isis, (lie fountain-head
and well-spring of all life and all intelligence.
The working-tools of a Master Mason are not given
alike, even iii the same Rite. Some say they ari~ the
Hour BIBLE, SQUARE, and COMPASS; others, that
there is but one, the TRESTLE-BOARD; others, that
they are all the implements of Masonry indiscriminately; but esl)ecially the TROWEL. The Hebrews
worked in rebuilding the Temple, with the Sword in
one hand and the Trowel in the other. The TROWEL
is the chief working-tool of the Master. It is the
cement spread by the Trowel that makes solid the
walls, and gives the building permanence. Lovingkindness, mutual eoncession, mutual forbearance,
toleration of oJ)inion, may well be termed the cement
that binds men together in society. Harmony and
concert of action between the departments, each cooperating with the other, each refraining from usurpation of power, or even stopping short of the line up
to which it might push its prerogative, are ossenlial
to the perpetuity of the State. Sympathy is the cohesive force that binds men together in Ordcrs and
Societies ; and when It ceases to exist or is weakened,
and Selfishness usurps upon it, the Order or the
State draws nigh unto its end. When self-interest
and self-aggrandizement are deifled, as the Roman
Emperors were in (heir lives, the chaos is at hand.
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The accomplished Mason applies to their uses the
symbolic LEYxL, PLUMB, and SQUARE. He uses also
the CoMPAss, and other instruments of Geometry, if
invested with power or the authority of the intellect,
that others may work by his designs; and, if need
be, he draws the SWORD as the soldier of Truth and
Justice, and the Defender of the rights of man.
*

*

*

These, my Brother, are, hints, and not an essay.
So it is, by hints that lead its votaries to think, that
Masonry develops the meaning of her symbols. She
knows that men do not love the labor of thinking,
and that scarcely one in a thousand, of any class, or
any country, under any circumstances, can be induced to think at all; since, to most then, to think is
a toil and a disturbance that wearies and afflicts
them. Yet she addresses herself exclusively in the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite to those who
can be led to think. These only she encourages to
advance into the higher degrees. To these only she
opens the Sanctuary. To all others, like Isis, she
withdraws the veil from her face, only to reveal a
deeper mystery in the expression—eternal silence,
and an incommunicable thought; the “open Secret”
expressed in marble. So NATURE, the great Revelation of God, has always in vain uplifted her veil to
the vast majority of men. Nevertheless, remember
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that soletuin warning of the Apostle P4wL, which has
probably itever fallen otherwise than as an empty
sound of words upon your ears, contained in his declaration to the Roman Christians, that God’s anger
will fall upon all the vicious, because all that can be
kiiown in regard to God is manifested and showed
to them by God Himself; fur all that in Hini has
been invisible sitice the creation is clearly visible,
manifested by the revelation of creation itself, to ~vit,
His Eternal Power and Divinity, so that they have
no excuse.
We are passing through this world into other
worlds, perhaps into other bodies. We are passing
through, as the old Saxon king said, “like the bird
that flies across the hall, euteriog from the Heavens
at one window, departing to the skies at another.”
We belong to Eternity, and not to Time. Life is
little; but its problems are great. Man is nothing;
man is infinite. We are all children; but children
playing, toiling, suffering, on the shore of the great
ocean, across which, from the unknown land, inysterious thoughts come to us, shaping thetnselves into
wQrds whispered by the never-silent leaves. The
great probletns of God and this world of Nature, and
of man, remain and are unexhausted. The human
mind can never rest lethargic in the presence of
them. If every system taught in the schools, colleges, and temples were swept away, and every echo
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of them died away along the ~.cred walls, there
would, before the sun went dowu, be some new doctrine thundering from the roof, ~.ada thousand whispered contradictions circling rocuid f.he pillars and
along the aisles.
*

*

*

*

*

In a country where every expreesion of opinion
is forbidden, and independence, the true national
life, can only be obtained by revolt, revolt can
only be effected by conspiracy. There Masonry
and men must teach, incite, arm, and fight by
conspiracy. It is the dire necessity imposed on
them. They have to cam and win the privilege of debate and discussion. They argue with
an opponent who smites them on the mouth, and
buries them within walls of stone. They must talk
iii whispers, nsscmble in the night, deal their blows
in the shape of insurrection and revolt. Even to
hiss and sting is sonuetiines nature’s great conserv•
atism. The God Vishnu, trodden near to death by a
huge elephant, transforms himself into a snake, that
he may again appear as a divine man. To have
mind, and speech, and free discussion, so that (lie
citizL’n and the priesL may meet each other face to
face, and each hear what the other has to say, Reason
sitting as arbiter and jndge, the Soldier must be made
to stand aside, and let the Thinker argue with the
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Priest. If you live in a country where the Truth
may safely and openly be spoken, so much the more
imperative a duty it is for you to speak it. The
whole world is the field of that husbandry. Everywhere the good seed may be sown, and, with God’s
blessing, it may everywhere yield as bountifully as
the yellow grain.
It remains only to explain to you the five points
or Masoiiry or Fellowship, on which you received the
Sacred Word of this degree. They are so many
symbols and solemn pledges. So only you can give
or receive that word.
*23.

*

*

*

*

*

(a.)
Signifies that you will hasten promptly
and cheerfully to the ~ssistance of a worthy Brother
Master Mason when he needs comfort, assistance, or
relief, 50 Boon OS you are informed of his need, and
without waiting for message or summons.
(b)
that you will remember him in your
prayers, strengthen his good resolves, and help to
raise him front Lhe depths of calamity and affliction.
(c)
that you will hold him to your heart
by the strong claspings of Loving-~indness, and,
after his death, cherish and protect any who are near
and dear to him, who way need protection.
(d)
that you will strive to keep him from
falling when a.~sailed by temptation or menaced by
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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danger; and upholding and supporting him, ever be
to him truly a Brother.
(e)
that you will always give him good
counsel, even at the risk of his anger; inform him of
any reports to his injury, and give him warning of
impending or threatened danger.
And the TRuE Gnu’ of the Master Mason signifies
that even if a Brother has, by sin and shame, sunken,
in his own estimation and that of the world, into the
depths from which there seems to be no redemption,
if he seems dead to the dictates of honor, the deinands of duty, the feeling of shame, and the reproaches or his conscience, still you will endeavor to
raise him from this death to a new life of manliness,
honor, and virtue, not contenting yourself with one
trial, nor with two, but using in the third every
means and inducement in your power.
Do you now solemnly give and reiterate the
pledges contained in these symbols?
..

.

.

If4.. Ido.

0:. And do you promise always to renew them
when you give or receive this grip and the Sacred
Word?
~c. I do.
0:. There is, then, but a single other lesson.
There are recognized truths enough with which to
build up a glorious world, if ncn would but build.
That is now your duty. “It is happier to love tAan to
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hate. Forgiveness is wiser diaiz 1?e~enge. Temperance
is hlic line 1/wi clit’idcs pain •from jJ-~a sure.” There is

a whole system nf morals in these truisms. If that
which no one denii±sas moral truth had hut. its legitimate sequence in human action, the world would be
revolutionized. There is regeneration for mankind
in the single words JUSTICE and TEMPERANCE. IiI~
dustry, activity, nnd energy, ate but our very life
itself; the j)utting fotili of the Power that is within
us. If men were active to good ends, temperate,
just, and equitable, the earth would be peopled with
prosperous flhi(l contented multitudes. To meet wit/i
all men upon 1/ic Level, to act wilk 1/Lam according to
I/ac Plum7,, and to part with them upon the Square, are
the requisitions or the huiv of Masonry. May you
always so meet, act, and part, and may your labors
not fail of their reward!
0... )7~ Rise, and to order, Venerable Brethren!
Most Venereble Brethren Senior and Junior Wordens, announce to the Venerable Brethren on your
~Jolumnsthat we are about to congratulate ourselves
on the advancement of the Venerable Brother
A....
B....
nud request them to recognize hint as a Master Mason, to give him comfort and
assistance. nail to applund his initiation int.o the sublime degree or Master.
....

....,

‘The Wnrdcns repent tb~ finn .llnvcnhvnt. The bntlery and ordiiinry ptn:ilit nrc then given, nil crying IICZ.zA I JIUT.ZA I I-ItTZZAI
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The new Mn’~ter re~poid~, wind the Wor~hirfial ~h’~tcr
his pinutlit to be covered.
The Cat~chasa:i 6 repented, if there bg time. Gcuae~r:hly it
will be postponed to aitother meeting.
*

*

*

4,

XIV.
WSTflU CTIO]~T.
*

*

*

*

XV.
TO CLOSE.
~liaen.ilI the bnsincss is eoaichiided, and nothing reni:’izis bait
to close. 0 rnp.i once, wind says:

0.. •~ Brother Junior Wiwden, where is your
station in the Lodge?
O.. In the South, Worshipful Master.
0.•. Why do you occupy the South?
* 24.
*
*
*
*
*
TUE END.

